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JACOBS within that division following resignation. 


ALL OFFICES 

Complete pending investigation expeditiously in 
order that facts developed may be fully evaluated and basis 
for further investigation determined. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ; 

On 5/7/62, f | Railway Express Agency, 

Dallas , advised that | records' for packages sent by Ai r Expr ess 

to Washin gton. D. C. can be obtained by contact with| | . 

District Accounting Bureau, REA, 2nd and I Streets,, 
N.E., Washington, D. C. 


Review is being made of Dallas file in order that 
Washingtpn Field office will be supplied with copies of all 
pertinent reports not heretofore designated for that office 
by auxiliary offices* 5 Note is taken of the fact that a 
possible perjury violation may exist in connection with state- 
ments under oath given to Washington Field Agents by Dr. JAMES 
T, RALPH concerning^ purchases at Neiman-Marcus Store, Dallas, 

As ref lec*ted-^n^administrative pages of referenced 
Dallas report, a signed statement under oath is to be obtained 
from FRAN K / CAIN , Dallas a ttorney , with regard to statements of 
ESTES in has presence regarding ’payoff s , Regular contacts 
with Mr. CAIN'S office have disclosed his absence from Dallas 
during the period since last report. He agreed telephonically 
to dictate his statement to his secretary and advise when same 
j was completed. On 5/7/62, Mr. CAIN'S secretary advised the 
•statement had been dictated in part, but that CAIN had nec- 
essarily left Dallas prior to completion. This matter is bei-ng. 
•followed daily. 


i i mentioned in interview with l 

set out in this report, has been determined to live in Lubbock, 
Texas. H© was not immediately available for interview, which 
is scheduled late 5/9/62. 


b 6 
b7C 


b 6 
b7C 



' i : 

i. • 


i:*, 

i 


; B* 

Cover Page 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 

Dole: 

Field Office File No.: 
Title: 


CHARACTER: 

SYNOPSIS: 


1 - USA, Fort Worth, Texas 
1 - USA, El Paso, Texas 

MANNING C„ CLEMENTS 
May 8, 1962 

58-188 


Office: Dallas 

Bureau File No.: 29—28704 


BILLIE SOL ESTES; Dr. JAMES T. RALPH, .Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D. C.; WILLIAM E. MORRIS, 
Administrative Assistant to Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, Washington, D. C.; EMERY E. JACOBS, 

Former Deputy Administrator; Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 

BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


Cdrte Blanche credit card account of ESTES reflects charges 
in October, 1961, which include hotel bili of JACOBS. Package 
purporting to contain suits purchased by RALPH, Neiman-Marcus , 

Dallas, sent by Air Express to ESTES, Washington Hotel, Washington, 

D. C. Purchaser of grain warehouse, Memphis, Texas, denies he or 
persons acting for him solicited others to participate in purchase 
with inference of graft to USDA employees; states one 
described as "confidence man and chronic liar” represented aoour 
two years ago had influence by which grain elevators could be filled. 
ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
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DETAILS: AT DALLAS, TEXAS 


Review Of material f ivrni chart to thffi T.nc Ancrplps office nf 


the FBI on April 20, 1962, by 
Hilton Carte Blanch e , reveals a charge oi ^lisu.yu was made to uarte 
Blanche credit card 947-066-190-0-00, issued to BILLIE SOL ESTES, in 
October, 1961, such charges being shown as having been incurred for 
rooms 1202-04-06, Statler-Hilton Hotel, Dallas, Texas. Details of 
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in formatirm smnnii.ftri r>n Anri 1 17 

by 


1962, to SA JAMES P. HOSTY, JR, 


Statler-Hilton Hotel, Dallas, 
JACOBS occupied room 542, and on checking out on 


reveal EMERY E, 

October 25', 1961, his hotel bill of $17.08 was charged to room 1202, 
occupied by ESTES, and this sum was included in charges to ESTES' 
credit card. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. Review of other charges to Carte Blanche cards o f 
ESTES discloses most of the d&rges were incurred byP 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, and no signiiicance 
;to~th'i~s"~ investigation is readily apparent. As of possible 
interest, it is observed charges of $146.84 were shown to 
have been incurred by BILLIE SOL ESTES at Water Gate Inn, 
Washington, D. C., on June 26, 1961, and charges of $10.10 
at Iron Gate Inn, Washington, D. C., June 27, 1961. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST iGflWON 

1 ; . : % 'jm it' *.i» \ t 


Date 


5/7/62 


Neiman-Mareus , Main and. .©pray, J)allas. s „T.exas checked the 
records of* that store and exhibited Air Express waybill and 
receipt number 53-39-81 dated September 15, 1961 prepared on 
”1 carton Mdse", weight eleven pounds^ forwarded by Neiman-Mareus 
to "Billie Sol Estes, Washington Hotel, Washington, D.C., 
declared value $50.00." He pointed out this Air Express 
receipt bore the handwritten notation "63118-49" which is 
the number of the Neiman-Mareus sales ticket in the amount 
of $2.80 for "2 suits - air mail^, charged to ESTES' account 
at Neiman-Mareus. 


| | explained that the "declared value of $50.00" 

does not represent the actual value of the shipment but is 
ft "minimum value" used on all Railway Express and Air Express 
shipments. He volunteered Neiman-Mareus carries a blanket 
insurance policy which covers the company in the event of loss 
i,n excess of $50.00. 


| | also located and exhibited from the files 

of Neiman-Mareus a record reflecting the shirts, ties and 
handkerchiefs covered by Neiman Marcus sales ticket number 
63194-vl6 dated September 9, 1961 were forwarded by parcel 
post (insured) to "Billy Sol Estes, Pecos, Texas on September 
9, 1£61" . He advised he could find no record of mailing or 
shipping the shirts and ties ^gvered by Neiman-Mareus sales 
ticket number 63194-14 dated September 9, 1961, indicating 
the customer may have tak en this m erchandise with him or her 
at the time of purchase. | |stated that if the merchandise 
was taken by the Customer tne tiexet actually should have 
the letter "T" in a space provided for "Send To", but it i& 
possible the salesman inadvertently failed to make such notation 
pn the ticket. 


advised he did not see any need for 
furnishing the &b6VS information under oath or incorporating 
same to a signed statement. 
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5/7/62 at Dallas, Texas 

by Special Agent GASTON C. THOMPSON/sah 


File # 


DL 58-188 
EP 29-351 


Date dictated 5/7/62 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
.yopr qgency; it apd its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAWN 


U t V V. V 


.V 1 


Date 5/7/62 


* 

ROBERT BOYD.J'-fiQB') WATSON, Salesman, Clothing Department, 

Neiman-Marcus, r e s i de n c e_ 7 2 30 W_est_La ke , bo t ,h_D a l.las,, — Texa s, 

was reinterviewed under oathT concerning any additional^ recollection 
he might have concerning the forwarding of two suits to BILLIE 
SOL ESTES in care pf the Washington Hotel, Washington, D„C 0 
ojji or about September 14, 1961, which ..•suaitss had been fitted 
previously on September 8 or September 9, 1961 to Dr. James 
T. Ralph, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, U„S 0 Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D„C 0 WATSON was also questioned 
concerning his recollection of the disposition made by him 
of the shirts and ties covered by Neiman-Marcus sales ticket 
number 63194-14, dated September 9, 1961, since the salesman 
(RAYMOND E 0 TOWNSEND) who prepared this ticket had advised he 
delivered the merchandise covered by the ticket to WATSON 
for disposal. 

WATSON reiterated that he prepared Neiman-Marcus 
sales ticket number 63118-49, dated September 14, 1961, in 
the amount of $2.80 to cover ”2 suits - air mail” forwarded 
from Neiman-Marcus, Dallas, to BILLIE SOL ESTES the Washington 
Hotel, Washington, D 0 C, * He again stated this ticket covered 
the transportation charge on the two size 41 suits covered by 
Neiman-Marcus sales tickets numbers 63118-23 and 63118-24, both 
dated September 9, 1961, which were charged to the account of 
ESTES at Neiman-Marcus. He reiterated he was not furnished u&' 
disposition dr address! for. these suits at the time the suits 
were purchased, or he would have placed such information on the 
original sales tickets. He said he does not recall the source 
of the information which resulted in his forwarding the suits 
to ESTES at the Washington Hotel in Washington, D„C. ; however , 
he is of the opinion such information was furnished him by 
ESTES o He said ESTES may have called him a day or two after 
the purchase and instructed him to send the suits to Washington, 

D.C, ; however, he is of the opinion that ESTES probably told 
him at the time of purchase if he (ESTES) did not pick up the 
suits by the time alterations were all completed, the suits 
should be mailed to him (ESTES) in care of the Washington 
Hotel, Washington, D 0 C" 0 

WATSON again reviewed a reproduction of Neiman-Marcus 
sales ticket number 63194-14 dated September 9, 1961 prepared 
by former salesman RAYMOND E n TOWNSEND, which ticket covered 


on 5/7/62 at Dallas, Texas 

by Special Agent GASTON C. THOMPSON/sah 


File # 


DL 58-188 


EP 29-351 
Date dictated 5/7/62. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oi the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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the purchase of six $16.95 shirts and miscellaneous ties 
for a total of $166.91, charged to the account of ESTES 
at Neiman-Marcus . He said he does not now recall TOWNSEND 
bringing the merchandise to the clothing department on the 
third floor at Neiman-Marcus and leaving the shirts and 
ties with him (WATSON) for disposal; however, such practice 
was not unusual and it is entirely possible Such circumstances 
were applicable to this particular purchase. He volunteered 
he is certain that the shirts and ties covered by Neiman-Marcus 
sales ticket 63194-14 were not transported to Washington, D.C. 
along with the suits referred to above, for if such had been 
the case the sales ticket (#63118-49) would have borne ‘Some 
notation indicating there was a carton of shirts and ties, 
as well as two suits, covered by the shipping charge. 

WATSON stated it is customary for him to prepare 
sales tickets as n air mail" when the merchandise is being 
forwarded either by air mail or by air express. 

WATSON stated he did not see any need to reduce 
the above information to signed statement form. 


5 
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FEDERAL bureau of investigation 


# 


S * * 


X 


Date 


5/7/62 


Storage Company 


| COOK Grain and 

with headquar ters at Clare ndon, Texas 


, was interviewed at his home in| Texasul 

Et 1 


|was placed under oath and aavisea xnat he purchased 
the paymaster Cotton Oil Mill at Memphis, Texas from the 
. Paymaster Gin Company of Abilene, Texas, He advised that 
negotiations for the purchase began in October of 1961 
and were completed in February of 1962, He advised that 
, he paid $75,000 for the oil mill and purchased it entirely 
alone. He advised he had no partners and asked no one to 
go in with him on the purchase. 




aid not 
at Memphis 


advised he was acquainted with I 
at Bcgdstonls Switch, near Groom, Texas but definitely 


approach him regarding the purchase of the oil mill 


He advised that his negotiations with. 


Paymaster 


were with | in Abilene and stated that 

did tell him 'that BILLIE SOL ESTES had tried to buy the oi 
mill but the company wanted no one associating with ESTES. 


1 


Jadvised that he never heard of any discussion 

T* _ *1 r> r*. _ v 1 it Jt _ - . 


indicating that some employee of the Department of Agriculture 
at Dallas woiild keep the d.evator filled with grain for a 
percentage of the elevator. 


He advised that about two years a go helibought 
some grain sto rage at . Clarendon . Texas.. Qne| 


1222! 


came to him a nd asked how he was going 
mi the eievaltor , 


-ro- 


of the elevator he 


told him that for a percentage 
'cuuxu x&ep it filled through his influence 

claimed to 
"dinner . 


with some of the "big shots” in Dallas 
have had some ”big shots” out to his hou&e xor 
also claimed that through his influence, he had been ablte to - 
fill an elevator atMlman’s Switch, Texas near Amarillo and 
one at Lark , Texas . 


as a "confidence man” and 
a "chronic liar and advised that he did not pay any further 
attention to this proposition, >/'.■ . . . - • 
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File # 


DL 58-188 


on 


5/7/62 


by Special Agents 


2 , 

at 


Texas Da t. *~i 5/7/62. 

. WILLIAM R, JENKINS & 


, b6 

cah b7c 
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| Mr. Tavel 

URGENT ^5-8-62 5-58 PM CST TEW £ T Ro!SZZ 

y/ „ 4 ; Miss Holme3 

TO DIRE.CTOR,~FBI /29-28704/, SAC EL PASO /29-351/, AND 15103 G * nd * 


5-58 


J ; SAQ^SAN? ANTONIO /87-5025/ 
’** ♦ 

FROM;: SAiCLDALL'&S /58-188/ 

<- 


BILLIE SOIT ESTES, AKA. ET AL, BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST. RE BU TEL 
TO EL PASO, DALLAS, SAN ANTONIO TODAY. 

, DISCREET CHECK TELEPHONE CO.. DALLAS, TEXAS, REVEALED TELEPHONE 


CALLED BY DR. RALPH FEB. TWENTY 


FOUR LAST FOR 



INQUIRY CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE REVEALS 


UNIV. 


REAL ESTATE DEPT, SOUTHERN METHODIST 
REPORTED TO POSSESS EXCELLENT REPUTATION ON CAMPUS AND 


HIGHLY REGARDED IN REAL ESTATE FIELD. 


HAS FOLLOWING DEGREES - 


BBA, TEXAS, NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN. LLB , TEXAS, NINETEEN FORTY ONE. 
HARVARD, NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT. PH. D, HARVARD, NINETEEN FIFTY FOUR. 


MP^ 


ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDICIES, 


END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS 
WA 8-05 PM OK FBI WA VLH 
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PLAIN TEXT 


5/8/62 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


Tolson — 
Belmont . 
Mohr 


Callahan . 
Conrad — 
DeLoach- 
Evans 


TO SAC EL PASO 
DALLAS 
SAN ANTONIO 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES,JTSP, BRIBERY. 

, RE WFO AIRTEL F IVE SEVEN SIXTY TWO. 

CRIMINAL DIVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 


HAS REQUESTED THAT RECORDS OF MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE 
COMPANY, PECOS, TEXAS, BE CHECKED FOR ALL INCOMING AND 

- *J 

OUTGOING LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS tlADE OR CHARGED TO 

ESTES’ HOME TELEPHONE. BUSINESS PHONE OF ESTES SHOULD NOT BE 

r~. 

CHECKED AT THIS TIME. RALPH’S HOME PHONE NUMBER IS THREE 
FIVE SIX SEVEN TWO TWO ONE. : 

PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN ANY CALLS MADE TO 


OR FROM OR CHARGED BY DR. JAMES T. RALPH, MC LEAN, VIRGINIA,, 
TO ESTES' HOME TELEPHONE ON JANUARY FOURTEEN, SIXTY TWO; 


AND 

JDATES, 




Malone — 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 
Tavel — 
Trotter - 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 


GEB:jh:ige 

( 3 ) 


I 


may s mz/i 

TELETYPE 


X ‘ ' 

i ' 7 ; * 
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it 

It 


FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN, EIGHTEEN, AND TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY^gg; | 

ANY OTHER CALLS IN CONNECTION WITH RALP#<5#^Nr &THER . n A 

kec- io l X x $r. 7o 5 M 

ss. ‘ V* - « r ' , A ^ 


stkiw tn®' 


TELETYPE UNIT 


fir* 

m 


Jj. 




TELETYPE TO EL PASO b?D 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF DALLAS AND EL PASO,| 

PAREN PROTECT IDENTITY PAREN IDENTIFIED FOLLOWING TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS CALLED FROM DR. RALPH'S PHONE TWO EIGHTEEN SIXTY TWO 


PECOS, TEXAS, FOUR FOUR FIVE THREE THREE ONE SEVEN; 

TWO NINETEEN SIXTY TV/O, DALLAS, TEXAS, THREE SIX EIGHT 
TWO ZERO ONE FOUR; TWO TWENTY FOUR SIXTY TWO, DALLAS, TEXAS, 

THREE SIX EIGHT TWO ZERO ONE FOUR. 

I b6 

DESIRES THIS INFORMATION IMMEDIATELY. DALLAS bv 

AND EL PASO DETERMINE SUBSCRIBERS TO ABOVE TELEPHONES AND 


OTHER REQUESTED CALLS AND FURNISH TO BUREAU BY TEL FIVE NINE. 



5?>' /. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAYS 1962 



* 


URGENT 5-S-S2^ S-51J=MJ£AM 

TO SACS EL PASO, 'DALLAS & SAN ANTONIO 

FROM DIRECTOR 2P^ 

BILLIE SOL i^STES, ITSP, BRIBERY. 

RE WFO AIRTEL FIVE SEVEN SIXTYTWO. 

CRIMINAL DIVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, HAS 
REQUESTED THAT RECORDS OF MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE COMPANY, PECOS, 
TEXAS, BE CHECKED FOR ALL INCOMING AND OUTGOING LONG DISTANCE TELE- 
PHONE CALLS MADE OR CHARGED TO ESTES- HOME TELEPHONE. BUSINESS 
PHONE OF ESTES SHOULD NOT BE CHECKED AT THIS TIME. RALPH/S HOME 
PHONE NUMBER IS THREE FIVE SIX SEVEN TWO TWO ONE.'' 

Particularly interested in any calls made to or from 


OR CHARGED BY DR. JAMES T. RALPH, MC LEAN, VIRGINIA, TO ESTES- HOME 
TELEPHONE ON JANUARY FOURTEEN, SIXTYTWO, FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN, EIGHTEEN, 
AND TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYTWO, AND ANY OTHER CALLS IN CONNECTION WITH 
RALPH ON ANY OTHER DATES. 

FOR THE INFORMATION 'OF DALLAS AND EL PASO, 


PAREN 


PROTECT IDENTITY PAREN IDENTIFIED FOLLOWING TELEPHONE NUMBERS CALLED 
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END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

FROM DR. RALPH/S PHONE TWO EIGHTEEN SIXtYTWO PECOS, TEXAS, FOUR FOUR 
FIVE THREE THREE ONE SEVEN, TWO NINETEEN SIXTYTWO, DALLAS, TEXAS, 
THREE SIX EIGHT TWO ZERO ONE FOUR, TWO TWENTYFOUR SIXTYTWO, DALLAS, 
TEXAS, THREE SIX EIGHT TWO ZERO ONE FOUR. 

)ESIRES THIS INFORMATION IMMEDIATELY. DALLAS AND EL 
PASO DETERMINE SUBSCRIBERS TO ABOVE TELEPHONES AND OTHER REQUESTED 
CALLS AND FURNISH TO BUREAU BY TEL FIVE NINE. 

END & ACK PLS " 

EP OK FBI fp^ BAR 
DL OK FBI NW„ 

SA OK FBI JWD 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


n 


subject: 



date: 


BILLIE SOITESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



May 8, 1962 


Tolson 



Trotter 


Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


This is to advise that Dr. James T. Ralph, a Department 
of Agriculture employee who is involved in the Estes case, has 
been reinterviewed today. 


He terminated the interview because of a prior appointment 
and will return to the Y/ashington Field Office tomorrow to sign a 
detailed statement. 


He furnished no information we di>d not already have g.nd 
is continuing to claim complete innocence and to deny tha*£ he eyer 
accepted gifts from Estes. cT 

<— b 

ACTION: ' 




* A***y *■ ^ 

After he completes his statement tomorrow then Washington 
Field Office will forward it in an expedite communication for 
transmittal to the Department. v ’<*> 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. ». Evans 

TWC:bm^\ y 
( 8 ) 




A 


FD-2££-(B'ev. 5-1-59) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


DALLAS 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


62 IV30 - 5/V^2 


REPORT MADE BY 


— s 

7 O 

/ [ BILLIE SOL ESTES; 

' ET AL ' 

BILLIE SOL ESTES; 
ET AL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


BRIBERY-CONFLICT OP INTEREST 
ITSP-MF; CONSPIRACY 


REFERENCES: 


Report of SA MANNING C. CLEMENTS, 4/20/62, at 
Dallas. 

El Paso airtel to Bureau, 4/27/62, 

NY Teletype to Bureau, 5 / 1 / 62 . 

Bureau teletype to NY, Dallas, El Paso and New 
Orleans, 5/1/62. 

NY teletype to Bureau, Dallas and El Paso, 

5 / 2 / 62 . 

NY teletype to Bureau, Dallas and El Paso, 5/3/62. 



- RUC - 

ENCLOSURES (15) j j 

TO EL PASO 

FFlfteen (1^) photostats of various papers which 
were obtained by officials of Commercial Solvent Corporation, 


TO EL PASO 


SPECIAL AGENT 4 
IN CHARGE 




Request Reed. 


Date Fv/d. 
















NY 87-26066 


ENCLOSURES CONTINUED: 


from the offices of BILLIE SOL ESTES * Pecos , Texas. These 
enclosures are furnished El Paso inasmuch as they would be 
in a better- position to evaluate them. 


ADMINISTRATIVE : 


Four copies of this report are designated for the 
Bureau inasmuch as referenced report designated four copies. 

Dallas is carried as the Office of Origin with 
copies for El Paso, inasmuch as principle lead covered by 
this report is set out by referenced Dallas report. Four 
copies have been designated for both Dallas and El Paso, 
inasmuch as they are carrying two separate case files in 
their Divisions. 


- B* - 
COVER PAGE 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 1 - USA, Forth North 

1 - USA, El Paso 


Report of | 

Date: 5/8/62 

Field Office File #: 87-260 66 

Title: BILLIE SOL ESTES; 

ET AL 


Character: BRIBERY-CONFLICT OF INTEREST; 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY-MAIL FRAUD; 

CONSPIRACY 

Synopsis : 

Details of BILLIE SOL ESTES' dealings with 
Commercial Solvent Corporation set forth. 
ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

- RUC - 


DETAILS : 


Office: Nettf York, New York 
Bureau File #: 29-2870^ ! 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, (FBI) . It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 5 / 3/62 


f [commerci al Solyqnt.s. Co rporation, 

/uu 1'ictua.Bun .avenue, i\iew ‘iorkJ'Tlew York, "interviewed on 
May—1-^— 1962‘>— ^ was- -advised that any information he gave 
could he used in a court against him and that he might 
c on suit an a ttorney iff so desired. Present durin g the 
interview of [ Icorporat io 

Counsel, Commercial Solvents Corporation,, 
advised as follows": ‘ 1 1 

Immediately after his company received 
information that BILLIE SOL ESTES was a rgasted hv t he 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, he and 
flew to Pecos, Texa s,, to determine what commercial 
Solvents posit ion mould ~ha the matter. He advised that 
they- contacted of the Estes Enterprise 

and^ certain recbi'tis of une Estes Enterprise were made 
available to them. He advised that these records dealt 
mainly with the account receivable of Anhydrous Ammonia 
and with inventories of Anhydrous Ammonia, 

He advised that the reason why they took 
charge of these records was in order to secure the position 
of Commercial Solvents Corporation in the sales and 
marketing of Anhydrous Ammonia in the Texas area. He 
stated, in addition,, they took some papers which dealt 
with leases on properties against which his company 
had assignments or mortgages. 


JA/S 2 


New York, NY 


File # 87-26066 



date 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency^ it and its contents are 
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. t ,1 furnished copies of all 

the material mar aid not deal specifically with 
Anhydrous Ammonia, accounts receivable or inventory, and 
a review of these reflects they are as follows? 

(1) Copy of a lease between JI wfyfc COEMAC - 
and BILLIE SOL ESTES d/b/a United Elevators 

(2) Copy of a lease betweeffiSclcels Gindng 

Company and BILLIE SOL ESTES d/b/a " “ 

United Elevators. ' 

(3') Balance sheet oft^tfnit e d Elevato r s , 

Plainview , Tex as, dated March 30, 1962. 

(4) Uniform Ch?ain Storage Agreement, 
betwe^Comraodity Credit Corporation 
andfHai e Count yjfoain, Plainvie w',' T exas ,, 

(5) Copy of a schedule, showing amount • 
of gx»ain stores in various elevators. 

(6) Copy of a tax schedule for United ' 
Elevators. 

(7) List of notes and mortgages on United 
Eleisators, Plainview, Texas, dated 
March 30, 1961. 

(8) Copies of various Accounting Papers^ 
showing, among other things, land 
owned by BILLIE SOL ESTES, d/b/a/ • 

United Elevators, 

(9) List of accounts receivabli/S’SY’BTers 
Company, Babe ns, as of March 287~1'962. 
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(K) Schedule of accounts receivable* 

Farmers Company* March 28* 1962. 

(11) Accounts receivable* Farmers 
Company* Rio Hondo* as of March 
28* 1962. 

(12) Copy of lien affidavit and claim 

of Lubbock Machine and Supply Company* 
against BILLIE SOL ESTES d/b/a United 
Elevators «, 

03) Copy of the property taken by Texas 
Authorities . 

(14) Accounts receivable^Eester-Sone Company* 
as of February 31,? 1962 

(15) Copy o|>a letter and lien affidavit between 
the^Lubbock Machine and Supply Company* 
and BILLIE SOL ESTES d/b/a United 
Elevators. 


I | advised that in addition to 

the above documents* he and representatives of his 
company took control of various work papers concerning 
the Anhydrous Ammonia asseste, and he would be glad 
to make those available for any examination desired. 
These records were reviewed and nothing was noted 
that .vdi'd; reflect directly upon Anhydrous Ammonia. 


| ladvised that he never 

received any information indicating that BILLIE SOL 
ESTES was making or had made any payments or given 
any gratituties to any members of the United States 
Government . 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


- 3 - 



NY 87-26066 


Hs further advised that neither ESTES 
or any of the members ofhLs organization had any interest 
in the Commercial Solvents Corporation, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dat e 5/3/62 


On May 2, 1962, 


was recontacted 


and he advised that his company Is presently in contact 
with the Agricultural Administration, attempting to work 
out an agreement whereby they will salvage whatever 
they^can out of the situation* He advised that members 
of his company are presently making up an analysis of all 
of the company©* dealings with BILLIE SOL ESTES and he 
would be glad to make a copy of this available, when it 
is completed. He furnished a copy of the summary memorandum, 
which reflects what information will be contained in the 
analysis. This memorandum s a summary of the dealings 
of Commercial Solvents Corporation (CSC) and BILLIE 
SOL ESTES (ESTES) and Xs set out below: 


"May 1, 1962 


MEMORANDUM 

Dealings between C ommercial Solve n ts Corp oration 
TCSC7^and'~‘BiITie' "Sol Estes (Estes) * 

1» Estes began buying anhydrous ammonia 
(ammonia) from CSC in May, 1958 . By August, 1958, Estes 

owed CSC about foBOpOOO. acfai' ngf. whl>h Vio bnrl maijo flQ 

payments. mh^nno-hl \ 

Estes arranged for an 

-appuiuuiueuu au ui>u j s principal Office in New_York, 
where he met for the first time with CSC 1 s 'executive 
officers and proposed an agreement which, after negotiation, 
results in the execution of the Master Agreement made 
as of December 1, 1958 between CSC and Estes. 


On 5/2/62 at New York, New York File # NY 87-26066 


by SA 


rath 


Date dictate d 5/3/62 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. • 
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2 0 The arrangement reflected in the Master 
Agreement was substantially as follows.: 

CSC loaned Estes $900,00 by promissory 
notes payable in equal annue,l installments over a 
5-year period beginning February 28, i960. ($540,000 
of that original $900,000 is still unpaid.) Of the 
loan, about $575 , 000 was to cover Estes* indebtedness 
to CSC for ammonia purchased through November, 1958, 
$225$ 000 was to finance Estes* down payment on his 
purchase of the Smith-Bawden grain terminals, and 
about $100,000 was to finance Estes* first $100,000 
of ammonia purchased from CSC thereafter. 


CSC and Estes simultaneously entered into a 
Fertilizer Agreement dated as of December 1, 1958, pursuant 
to which Estes agreed to buy his requirements of ammonia 
from CSC, subject to a meeting-competition provision 
and provided that CSC was not obligated to deliver 
more . than 12,000 tons in any year. The price CSC*s 
published schedule price from time to time in effect 0 
Payment was to be made on CSC*s standard credit 
terms, except that Estes was allowed an open line of credit 
not to exceed $500,000, evidenced by promissory notes 
(none of which was ever delivered) with interest 
at 5 The agreement was to continue for 5 fertilizer 
years, and from year to year thereafter until terminated. 


*This memorandum summarizes in general 
terms some of the more important features of numerous 
documents. “ * • 
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Estes 1 indebtedness was secured as follows: 

He gave CSC a chattel mortgage dated November 25* 1958 
covering 800 1* OOO-gallon ammonia tank-trailers 
and 400 500-gallon acid tank-trailers., and covering the 
inventory and equipment at the two Smith-Bawden terminals* 
and a Deed of Trust elated November 25* 1958 covering realty 
at the two Smith-Eawden terminals. He assigned to 
CSC three life insurance policies on his life having 
an aggregate face value of $500* 000 0 Finally* he 
gave CSC an assignment of accounts receivable* notice 
of which was filed on April 1* 1959* and in that 
connection he assigned to CSC the proceeds under 
his CCC grain storage contract No. A74-6-CCC-1761A, 

CSC agreed to release the first $105*400 from the 
proceeds of the CCC contract to the prior owners 
of the -Smith-Bawden terminals. 

Estes further agreed in substances that 
he would not further encumber 12 specified tracts 
of land* that that if he sold them he would pay the 
proceeds to CSC. 


To protect CSC against the possibility that 
Estes* who had contracted with CSC individually* 
might try to avoid his obligations to CSC by purchasing 
his ammonia or operating his grain storage business 
through a partnership or corporation or other entity 
controlled by Estes* the Master Agreement provided 
that all such entities owned or controlled by Estes 
would enter into ammonia purchase agreement with 
CSC (with payment guaranteed by Estes) and that if 
any such entities should acquire grain terminals in 
Floyd or Hale counties the proceeds thereof would be 
assigned as additional security to CSC. 


- 7 - 


N Y 87-26066 


3. The first Master Agreement* and the first 
Fertilizer Agreement, were in effect for only about 
a year* Estes 1 ammonia requirements greatly exceeded 
CSC’s expectations, and his indebtedness to CSC increased 
so rapidly that by November, 1959 he owed CSC almost 
$3, 000, 000 on open account in addition to the 
$900,00 evidence by note€ 0 New negotiations were then 
initiated with Estes, which resulted in the execution of 
the Revised Master Agreement dated as of December, 

1959 and the Amended Fertiliser Agreement effective as of 
November 1, 1959* which have since then remained in effect. 


Under the Amended Fertilizer Agreement, 

CSC agreed to sell and Estes agreed to buy 24,000 
tons of ammonia per jrear, provided that : ' Estes was 
not obligated to purchase moi’e than his requirements 
but was in any event required to purchase not less 
than 10,000 tons per year. The price was CSC 1 s 
published scheduled price at the time of each delivery, 
subject to CSC’s standard freight equalization 
pricing polices, and further subject to a meeting- 
competition provision, Estes* open line of credit 
was increased from the original $500,000 to an amount 
determined by formula, which in practice vras expected to 
be $2,500,00 plus amounts accrued (and payable to CSC) 
through the close of the preceding month under Estes’ 

CCC contract.- (5$ interest was payable on material 
not paid for by the close of the month following the 
month of sale.) The agreement provided that it would 
continue in effect through June 30, 1964 and thereafter 
until cancelled on any June 30 on at least 4 year 
notice. 


As noted in the attached schedule, the tonnage of 
ammonia actually pruchased by Estes from CSC was 34,549 tons 
in 1959, 25,903 tons in i960 36,018 tons in 1961. 
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The general philosophy of the security 
provisions of the 1958 Master Agreement was carried 
™srin "khe ^959 Revised Master Agreement- except that 
further security was added to support the larger line 
of credit* 


In September, 1959 s Estes had given CSC 
a Deed of Trust covering the Plainview terminal which 
he had recently purchased,. In November, 1959 , 
he gave CSC a Deed of Trust covering his newly purchased 
Newman and Olton terminals and the twelve tracts of land 

commitment^ ^ ^ prev ' iously S lven CSC only a contractual 


. non 4 renewed his assignment of accounts receivable 

l? including his agreement to mark his books, maintain 

SL-o ^ lea valid, current Notice of Assignment under the 
Texas statures, turn over to CSC all proceeds of 

aoco ^ nts an<3 deliver to CSC proper Assignment 
flo d *X^° es ? f Assignments in respect to CCC receivables*, 
nn add: ^ lona i se °urity, Estes gave CSC a chattel mortgage 
on his inventory of ammonia purchases from CSC. 

A 0 Estes’ indebtedness to CSC continued 

J he ^ olurne ot the CCC payments made 
directly to CSC also increased and in i960 and 

1901 almost equaled the amount due CSC on Estes’ 

n@w _ purchases of ammonia. Additional security continued 

to be given CSC as required under the Revised Master 


In March, i960, CSC obtained from Estes 
a new Deed of Trust renewing CSC’s liens under the 
2 : ed , Sc « Trus 5 a J? d Chat tie Mortgage each dated November 
mu at ? d tiie '° eed °£ Trust dated September 10, 1959, 

The new Deed of Trust contained somewhat broader 
provisions than did the prior documents. Further, It 
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utilized the new form which was thereafter used for 
Deeds of Trust from Estes to CSC; each Deed of Trust 
was executed substantially in duplicate, with the 
first one being strictly limited in its coverage in 
the hope of taking p3±>rity over Federal tax liens, and 
the second one being broad in scope. 

In June, i960, Estes sent CSC a promissory 
note fo'r $900,000 with payment guaranteed by 
Superior Manufacturing Company, secured by chattel mortgages 
on 1,256 1,000-gallon tank-trailers* 

In June, i960, Estes entered into a new CCC 
contract, and payment&t&ereunder were duly assigned 
to CSC. 


In August, i960, Estes gave CSC twin Deeds 
of Trust on terminals purchased by him in Floyd and Swisher 
Counties, Also In August, i960, he gave CSC twin 
Deeds of Trust on a terminal purchased by him in Briscoe 
County. 


As Estes’ newly purchased terminals were 
placed under his CCC contract (so that CSC received 
payment for all grain stored therein), CSC was in 
several instances asked and agreed to release to the 
sellers certain of the CCC proceeds thus received by 
CSC. On several occasions, Estes asked that specific 
small tracts be released from CSC’s Deeds of Trust, 
and such released were occasionally- 'granted. 

During the years of their relationship, 

Estes on numerous occasions proposed various different 
arrangements with CSC, most of which involved the 
extension of additional credit by CSC feo Estes. 
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For example, in June, 1961, Estes proposed that he 
and CSC enter into a Joint venture (probably utilizing 
a Jointly owned corporation to be formed) for the 
production and sale of fertilizers and the operation 
of grain storage terminals in Texas, After thoroughly 
considering the matter, CSC declined the proposal. 


In January, 1962, Estes asked CSC to increase 
his credit line to $10,000,000 or $20,000,000, with 
additional collateral to be furnished by Estes, CSC 
declined this proposal, also, but did agree informally 
that if Estes was at any time in a tight cash position 
CSC would consider advancing him funds on a short-term 
basis with additional collateral. In February, 1962, 

Estes asked for a short-term loan of $400,000, CSC 
sent him a check in that amount on February 28, and 
received his 90-day promissory note, and, on March 21, 

Estes sent CSC six additional Deeds of Trust and a Collateral 
Pledge Agreement.’' 

He also furnished the summary of account for 
period May, 1958 to March 31, 1962, which reflected the 
amount of sales and collections: 


"BILLIE SOL ESTES 
SUMMARY OF ACCOUNT 

PERIOD MAY 1958 THROUGH MARCH 31, 1962 


Invoiced at Schedule for Sales: 
Anhydrous Ammonia 
Hi-D Ammonium Nitrate 
Nitrogen Solutions 


$11,400,117.77 
382,795.30 
188,247.72 
ii,97l, ibo. 82 


11 
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Invoiced Charges For: 

Interest on Notes and Accounts Receivable 
Tank Car Detention 
Miscellaneous - Legal Expenses paid 
for Billie Sol Estes Account 


$ 614 , 493.45 

66 , 536*00 

4,176*52 

12 , 656 , 366.79 


Less: Credit Memorandum issued for competitive 
handling allowances, material left in 
returned tank cars $602,617.50 


Net Charges 


12 , 053 , 749*29 


Less: net Collections (Per attached) 
Receivable at 3/31/62 


6 , 384 , 738.96 

5 , 669 , 010*33 


Notes Receivable (Schedule attached) 940,000.00 

Accounts Receivable 4,729,010.33 

$ 5 , 669 * 010.33 


It is noted that the schedule attached 
to the above summary reflected that total paymerfcs of 
$7,601,374.74 were received from the Commodity Credit 
Corporation and out of this $1,259,018*75 was credited 
to other accounts. $625,000 of this was credited 
against cash given ESTES by Commercial Solvents Corporation. 
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He further advised that the payments from 
/commodity Credit Corporation were the only payments 
received by Commercial Solvents Corporation and that 
they had never received any storage payments from farmers 
who stored grain in the ESTES controlled elevators ♦ 


• • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 5/3/62 


Comimericai Solvents Corporation, 200 Madison . Avenue 
New York;, New York* advised that he was with 
when they we nt to Pecos. Te xas, and that the 
furnished hy 


maoeiuaj. 
is all the material that 


was taken by any representatives of the Commercial 
Solvent Corporation o 

He advised that he has no information to 
indicate any connection BILLIE SOL ESTES inight have had 
with any member os? employee of the United States Government, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 5/3/62 


Commercial 

Solvents Corporation* aavisea znav ne naa made a number 
of trips to Texas to* inspect the property. and inventories 
of BILLIE SOL ESTES * He advised that he has contacted 
him on a number of occasions* ho.wever* all of his 
contacts had been .of a business nature and BILLIE SOL 
ESTES* as far as he kno^s has never made any pajmients 
to any officers or employees of the United States 
Government nor does he have any information of eoy- 
gratituties that BILLIE SOL ESTES might have given. 


He ctdviSGd all nf rlfftal. 


were actually handled fry 1 


ings 


or by tne saxes neopie. 
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Date 


5/4/62 


| Commercial 

S o 1 v.e nt _C o rp _o r a t i on , advised a check of the records of 
Commercial Solveiit'd^Corporatioii reflects that neither 
ESTES nor any of his associates crse holders of record of 
any stock in the Commercial Solvent _Cqrppration at- the 
present time. He further advise'o that he would pause 
a check to be made of the records of former holders of 
record of stock of Commercial Solvent Corpf ration and if 
any record is located, reflecting that ESTES or his 
associates own stock, he will immediately advise the . 
interviewing agent. 

made available a copy of Commercial 
Solvents Corporation Annual Report of 1961, which reflected,, 
the current Officers and Board of Directors. — — — ■ 



On 5/3/62 at New York, New York File , } 87-26066 

BY /lock Date dictated 5/4/62 
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’• o-au of um-vna^iaN 

U. $. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY 

ar EEfflfes 



Mr. Tol^on — 

Mr, Belmont 

Mr, Mohr 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad...- 

Mr. DeLoach — 

MrrSSvang 

Mr^IalonO 




URGENT 5-9-62 2-50 PM MST IJP 


Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter.^ 

Tele, Room 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy— 


/ T0 - DIRECTOR, FBI, ATTENTION - GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVTSTONJ 

AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM - SAC, EL PASO ”58-59” 2-PAGES 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA, ET. AL., BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

REMYTEL MAY EIGHT, LAST, RE TELEPHONE TOLL CALLS FROM ESTES- 
PECOS PHONE. FOLLOWING INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO WASHINGTON FIELD 
WITH LEAD. 


* 


JANUARY FOURTEEN FROM NUMBER THREE THREE ONE SEVEN TO ANYONE 


h/i/r . 

n f /AT EX THREE DASH TWO TWO ONE SIX, WASHINGTON, D. C., FILING TIME TWO 

' ELEVEN A. M. FOR THREE MINUTES. /, 

FEBRUARY ONE FROM ESTES AT NUMBER TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO JACO&S 
/ / / 

^ ^AT RE TWO DASH FOUR ONE FOUR TWO, EXTENSION THREE FOUR ONE FIVE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., FILING TIME SEVEN ZERO NINE P. M. FOR TWELVE 


MINUTES. 


Lb * m \ /a'-/ -'Q-,0 

FEBRUARY TWO FROM ESTES AT TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO BILL MORRIS. 


^IfrT 4 ' AT DU EIGHT DASH SEVEN ZERO FOUR THREE, WASHINGTON^— ELU^IG 


TIME EIGHT FORTY/ A • M. FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES, 

. 


•20 may 10 1962 


FEBRUARY FO UR’TE E N * ’FR 0 M TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO-&E-LLY AT-A-EL.TWO 

* f / / 

r DASH SEVEN SEVE^ <ZERO ZERO, EXT. FIVE THREE EIGHT, WASHINGTON^ D. C., 


J / FILING TIME TEN ZERO FIVE P. M. FOR TWO MINUTES. 

ibr uO 

iyy m kma\/ 


TWO COPIES WFQ 


r c ; 


A-d 

j-t’* 


END PAGE ONE 


PAGE TWO 




V FEBRUARY SIXTEEN FROM ESTES AT TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO MC LEAN, 


VIRGINIA, ZONE SEVEN, WASHINGTON D. C., NUMBER EL SIX DASH FOUR FIVE 
TWO ONE, FILING TIME TEN THIRTY P. M. FOR THREE MINUTES. 

FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN FROM TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO MC LEAN, VIRGINIA, 
'✓EL SIX DASH FOUR FIVE TWO ONE, FILING TIME, TWO FOURTEEN P. M. FOR 

siljfrr 

' 1 NINETEEN MINUTES. 

APRIL THIRTEEN FROM ESTES AT PAY PHONE NUMBER TWO SEVEN ONE TWO 
AT BALMORHEA, TEXAS, PERSON TO PERSON TO DR. JAMES RALPH, MC LEAN, 
(^VIRGINIA, TELEPHONE NUMBER EL SIX DASH SEVEN TWO TWO ONE. CALLER 




PAID ONE DOLLAR AND UNKNOWN BALANCE OF THE TEN MINUTE CALL CHARGED TO 
EL SIX DASH SEVEN TWO TWO ONE. FILING TIME SHOWN AS FOUR ZERO FIVE 
AM CST. 

WASHINGTON FIELD IS REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY THE NUMBERS OF THE 
SUBSCRIBERS CALLED AS SET FORTH ABOVE AND ADVISE BUREAU AND EL PASO. 
DALLAS ADVISED BY AIR MIAL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


END AND ACK PLS 
5-59 PM OK FBI WA RAC 


TU DISC 


PLAIN TEXT 
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TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO SAC NEW YORK 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

BILLIE Soir^STES, AKA, ET AL. , ITSP; BRIBERY. 

THE DEPARTMENT HAS REQUESTED THAT NO FURTHER INTERVIEWS 

BE CONDUCTED WITH OFFICIALS OF COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS COMPANY 

PENDING FURTHER REVIEW OF MATERIAL RECEIVED TO DATE IN INSTANT 

HATTER. ONE COPY BY MAIL TO EL PASO, DALLAS AND WFO. 

1 - EL PASO (29-351) 

1 - DALLAS (58-188) 

1 - WFO (87-8242) 
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TELETYPE UNIT 



CDtef<*UNiCATi0j%3 StcilON 

MAY 0 1962 

TELETYPE 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECtfoN 

MAY 9 1962 

TELETYPE Qp 

URGENT 5-9-62 4-49 PM DA 
TO SAC NEW YORK /9/ 

FROM DIRECTOR IP' 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA, ET AL., ITSP, BRIBERY, 

THE DEPARTMENT HAS REQUESTED THAT NO FURTHER INTERVIEWS 
BE CONDUCTED WITH OFFICIALS OF COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS COMPANY 
PENDING FURTHER REVIEW OF MATERIAL RECEIVED TO DATE IN INSTANT 
MATTER, ONE COPY BY MAIL TO EL PASO, DALLAS AND WFO. 

END & ACK PLS 


WA R 9 NY JAA 


r 







May 9, 19G2 


BILLIE £0L' ESTES 


The following information has been received which may 
be of interest to you in captioned matter. 

On May 2, 1962, information was confidentially received 
to the effect that on February 18, 19G2, a telephone call was made 
from the residence of Dr. James T. Ralph, 5922 Seacliff Road, 
McLean, Virginia, telephone 336-7221 (formerly £L G-7221), to 
Pecos, Texas, telephone 445-3317, which is the residence 
telephone number of Billie Sol Estes. 

On December 21, 19G1, two telephone calls were made 
to Pecos, Texas, telephone number 445-3317, from the residence 
of William E. Morris, 3808 Basil Road, McLean, Virginia, 
telephone 35G-4521 (formerly EL 6-4521). 


Information has been confidentially received that no 
incoming collect calls were made to the residence of Estes in 
Pecos, Texas, from Washington, D. C. , or any city in Virginia, 
since January 14, 19G2. A telephone call was made on February 1, 
19G2, from Pecos telephone number 445-2507 listed to Estes, to one 
Jacobs at RE 2-4142, extension 3415, Washington, D. C. , at 
7:09 p. m. , and the conversation lasted for twelve minutes. Pecos 
telephone number 445-2507 is another residence telephone number 
for Billie Sol Estes. , 

Mfcfir V& t 

On February 2, 1962, a telephone call was made from 
Pecos telephone number 445-2507, listed to Estes, to Bill Morris 
at DU 8-7043, Washington, D. C. , for fifteen minutes at 8:40 a. m. 


Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 


Malone — 
Rosen — 
Sullivan . 
Tavel 


Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


On February 1G, 1002, a telephone call was made from 4 v 
I Pecos telephone number 445-2507, listed to Estes, to McLean, ,jl "' 
: Virginia, Washington, D. C. , telephone number EL Gr4521y-listed 

I to William E. Morris, for three minutes at 10:30 p. m. Another 
: call v/as made on February 18, 1902, from Pecos telephone number 

445-2507, to McLean, Virginia, telephone EL 6-4521, at 2:14 p. m. , 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES 

On April 13, 19G2, a call was ma da from Estes at a 
pay telephone, number 2712, at Lalmorhea, Texas, person to 
person, to Dr. James Ralph, McLean, Virginia, telephone 
number EL G-7221. The caller paid yl. 00 andan 
balance of the ten-minute call was charged to EL 6-7221. inis 
call was made at 4:05 a. m. , Central standard Time. 
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HI. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 9 19qv 

tTEL.EXYP^' 

11-24 PM MST RAR 




1 


Mr* Tolson — - 
Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Mohr~ 


Mr. Callahan- 
^ Mr. Conrad— 
Mr. B^Loaeh- 
Mr. Evan3_ 


Mr. Malon^ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tavel — 

| Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Room 


Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy- 


URGENT 5-S-S2 
fo DIRECTOR, FBI 
VROM SAC. EE PASO 2 P 

FROM SAC, C0NF LICT ^ intEREST# REBUTEL 

BILLIE SOTPESTES, AKA. ET AL, BRI^k j 

mav ittpHT SIXTYTWO RE TELEPHONE TOLL CALLS. 

RECORDS WEST XEXAS COMMUNICATION CORP. AT PECOS, TEXAS REVEAL 

records west,P seven , threPtHree one seven 

TELEPHONES FOUR FOUR FIVE - TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN, ' 

and five seven* 2ero seven assigned t o subject at his resi^ 

RETAILED REVIEW OF REC 0 R^AjTTlLM^OVE^NTToLirTHAR^S 

JANUARY FOURTEEN LAST THRU PRESENT TIME MADE. NOJNCOMING_ 

JANUARY FOURTEEN L WASHINGTON, 

CALLS TO ESTES RECEOT>Lm!™M^ 

V — TK1Tft qprrTFIC EMPHASIS GIVEN TO FEBRUARY 

p r OR ANY CITY IN VIRGINIA. SPECIFIC LW™h 

nam last .ra «es«™. ml 

. — — « — - *— 

JANUARY J-uuk TWQ EL evEN 

at EX THREE - TWO TWO ONE SIX, WASH., D- C. , 

A.. M. FOR THREE MINUTES. . / 

■ ■ 0* ™ ESTES ...... ... ...E .... ™» “iS?/ 

— r\KTV tr TtTV _ « 


AT RE TWO ~ FOUR ONE FOUR TWO,^ 

B . C, FILING TIME SEVEN ZERO NINE PH FOR TWELVE MINUTES. 
end pg ONE / .*sA 


EXTENSION THREE FOUR ONE FIVE, WASU. , 

hr 


67 MAY 11 19 
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PAGE TWO 

FEBRUARY TWO FROM ESTES AT TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO BILL MORRIS A T 
DU EIGHT - SEVEN ZERO FOUR THREE, WASH., D. C. FILING TIME EIGHT 
FORTY AM FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES. 

FEBRUARY FOURTEEN FROM TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO KELLY AT AD TWO- 
SEVEN SEVEN ZERO ZERO, EXT. FIVE THREE EIGHT, WASH., D.C, FILING 
TIME TEN ZERO FIVE PM FOR TWO MINUITES. 

FEBRUARY SIXTEEN FROM ESTES AT TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO MC LE AN, ja 
VIRGINIA, ZONE SEVEN, WASH., D.C., NUMBER EL SIX-FOUR FIVE TWO ONE, w ' 
FILING TIME TEN THIRTY PM FOR THREE MINUTES. 

FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN FROM TWO FIVE ZERO SEVEN TO MC LEAN, VIRGINIA, 

EL SIX- FOUR FIVE TWO ONE, FILING TIME, TWO FOURTEEN PM FOR NINETEEN 
MINUTES. 

APRIL THIRTEEN FROM ESTES AT PAY PHONE NUMBER TWO SEVEN . ONE TWO 
AT BALMORHEA, TEXAS, PERSON TO PERSON TO DOCTOR JAMES RALPH, MCLEAN, 
VIRGINIA, TELEPHONE NUMBER EL SIX-SEVEN TWO TWO ONE. CALLER PAID 
ONE DOLLAR AND UNKNOWN BALANCE OF THE TEN MINUTE CALL CHARGED TO 
EL SIX-SEVEN TWO TWO ONE. FILING TIME SHOWN AS FOUR ZERO FIVE AM 
CST. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PHONE COMPANY IN PECOS TO COVER 
CALENDER YEAR NINETEEN SIXTYONE. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS 
2-35 AM OK FBI WA JS 


TU DISC PLS V 


The Attorney General 


M&y 9, 1962 
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Tolson 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Callahai 
Conrad 
DeLoacI 
Evans 


Director, PB1 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


1 

1 

1 

1 
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Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Malley 
Mr. Welte 


b6 

b7C 


-7? 


^Tt 

O 


This is to advise you of further rumors received' 
la connection with an airplane owned by Vice Presiofeb^ £*, 
Lyndon Johnson . The rumor is to the effect that Bm^wi amd 
Root owned Vice President Johnson* s plane. Brown ang togt is 
a Houston Company which reportedly has numerous Government 
contf£bt8*$nd allegedly has supported the Vice PresisxendH ? very 
strongly. 
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ivfd had previously received information concerning 
this nlan r e rand you were advised by letter dated April 19, 1962, 
that Jon April 18, 1962, Mr. Walter Jenkins, Executive Assistant 
to t§e V±£e President, was advised that an allegation} had come 
to our attention during the course of our investigation of 
BillNte sS. Estes indicating that Estes had given thedVice President 
a twin-engine plane. It was also indicated this p^ane was later 
involved in a crash which killed the pilot and copiXot. In the 
Vice President's absence , Mr. Jenkins advised that the twin-engine 
plane in question cost approximately $225,000 and was ordered and 
paid for by the then Senator Johnson. He stated that th^ insurance 
money received as a result of the plane crash allowed tiw& Vice 
President to complete total payments for the plane. Mr. Jenkins 
wanted to make it clear that the Vice President had not known 
Estes at the time the plane was purchased. 

• 4f ter the initial interview, Mr. Jenkins telephoned 
Mr. C. D^r DeLoach at the Bureau and stated that he and the vy 

Vice President would like to see Mr. DeLoach again in connection / 
with this matter. An appointment was made but when Mr £. DeLoach 
arrived the Vice president was again absent and Mr. Jenl^ns spoke 
for him. Mr. Jenkins said that the Vice President desired to 
make it a matter of record that anyone who had put opt a malicious 
r umo r or lie of this nature should be considered >fc^ prosecution. 
With reference to Mr. Jenkins stated ttait it was 

purchased from Brazos-feSt$ Street Corporation, Austin, Texas. 
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The Attorney General 


0«r San Antonio Office has advised of rumors 
received through an attorney who has requested his identity 
he protected. He stated that rumors exist to the effect 
that Brown and Root were the actual owners of the Lyndon 
Johnson airplane and therefore the insurance check which 
was issued to cover the destruction of the airplane has 
never been claimed. 

No inquiries have been wade and no investigation 
will he conducted by this Bureau in this matter in the 
absence of a specific request. 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 


5/7/G2 
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REC- .53.jP- 7 C ; *./ 2~ l[ 0 

mr 

From Birector, FBI 

Subject: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

ITSPj BEIBSBY 

Attached is a copy of a request from the Department . 

WBO should contact the General Counsel* s Office and determine the nature 
and number of records. 


EtatorrJ.no if General Counsel has lanowlodcie of similar 
investigation by IBS or any other Agency,* unless this would be a 
duplication of investigation \7ith another agency, this investigation 
should be immediately instituted. Advise Bureau if this will be a 
duplication of efforts. 

Enclosure 

1 - Balias (Enclosure) 

1 •* El Paso (Enclosure) 
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UNITER STATES GOVER^E 

Memorandum, 


to : Direct or , Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 


from Herbert J. Miller, Jr., Assistant 

ney General, Criminal Division 




RTMENT OF JUS' 


date: 


r 

/ 



HJM:RDM 
29-76 


€> 

subject: Billie Sol Estes 

Interstate Transportation of Stolen Property; 
Bribery 


It is requested that your agents secure from 
the Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. all 
financial statements and related documents filed by 
Estes with the Department of Agriculture in connectio: 
with his activity as a grain warehouseman and conduct 
an accounting investigation of the financial. state- 
ments to determine their correctness or falsity. 



The financial statements and other documents 
are in the hands of the General' Counsel, Department 
of Agriculture. 


- 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Welte 
1 - Mr. Curran 


isay 8 , imz 


BY LIAISON 


* i -- 

m 

CD | 

H"l <T> 


The Honorable orville jl* Freeman 
Him Secretary of Agriculture 
Washington 25, £• C. 



o 
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My dgar Mr* Freeman; 

jri 55 3^ v_^«^ 

n mUlia 1* Morris, who as a result of adsiaistr at i ve 

actiOa by^your Department is being diiw Harveft frn» his rmugt tion 

* ly 14, 13(82, has through ills I I 

| refused to be interviewed by 



r aqua* 3 
< corporal 
at begging 


the FBI. *'• received 
rm tile -Department of Justice to interview borria 
statements be made before a Department of Agriculture 
Monday, April 30, 1962. 


Morris appeared at a Veterans .Preference bearing 
held by the Department of Agriculture* Procedures were such 
tb£t no crossHtaawlnftt ion was conducted and Morris and/or bis 
attorney made many cnenaats which were not the subject of 
further questioning. Some results of the hearing were nude 
part of a e unwary and there was no transcript of the entire 
'.proceedings. 

r*j The suaauary was confined to material pertinent to 
the bearing and only contains one allegation by Morris* the 
a unwary states, "Me set Congressman Andersen at the latter's 
request at 4; 00 p.«u on Saturday, April 14, 1U62, at the 
ftewlym hot Gboppe, at which time' Andersen continued to urg 
that s lace the natter of the trip to Texas had not been br«$ 
out Mr. Morris not reveal it. ' .7 



t * 


Tolson 


Assistant General Counsel I Bepartaent of 

•■Agriculture, took a series of notes which ware not included in 
the a unwary, lie was interviewed and pointed out that he tooh 
the notes 
fast tal 


iderable difficulty sine# Morris was a very 
is Maintaining his notes ip this. nutter. 

1>'f/ ^ n Q O QLj 



Debo&ch 

Kvans 





Note cover metoM®ci0rf3fe?Belmont 5/4/62 TWCrige 

<J/( h ■ w-— \ ^ 

d&f 
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b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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to. Orville L. Fmmrn 


| | notes »l nua the following material mmcemimb 7 c 

allegations If Swrrla* and/or his 8tton@|. 


Morris stated that ha received a telephone ©all on 
Thursday, April m 0 irn$, from Congressman Jamie Whitten, who 
indicated that Oouagreawnaa George Mahon of Texas was disturbed 
lest Morris reveal that Mahon had relations with Mes. 


terris stated that 
office contacted M 
eoanection with fetes. 


la Senator Tartswounji's 
rie Mid anted him to pleas#' not neat ion "our" 


b6 

b7C 


Morris aaixt that there was a Congressman, mm mt 
divulged, who had waited terris to cheeh on the status of his 
printing that he was having fetes do. This was at the tine 
that Morris was on a trip to Texas with Congressman hade men* 

Harris said that if lie had gene to Texas {meaning to, appear 
before the Tesas Board of tatutryl he would have had to say 
that farb enough and ihstterford pressured on the cotton teal $ that 
he weald have had to sap that into® purehaaaui a thousand dollars 
worth of tictets for Democratic dinners. | Isaid that Morris b f 

nap have said the purchase of %#*»*-*« 1 *— * b7c 

dteasoa*# office and that later 


jproe vice Prosident 
, terris* attorney, said 

that he, Morris, did not want id say that Sates got money from 


the Tice Preaitent’a office. 


Morris used the name of fteente m m m individual 
who had cost acted him hy telephone to reowest him not to reveal 
that any pressure in the Sates matter had hate exerted by 
limoateoa. 


Since the above ialomatioa mm obtained from ymr 
tepartmoat mi tea been forwarded to the Department of Justice, 
it was thought you would desire to 'Mm/ of the material contained 
herein. 


Sincerely yours. 




May S, 1962 


b6 

b7C 
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Mr. Herbert J. Hiller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Director, FBI 

0 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 


Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Malley 
Mr. Welte 


This will acknowledge a request from . 
lof the Criminal Division to a Special Agent ox xnxs 


Bureau to review certain bank accounts of Billie Sol Estes. 


i requested that all bank accounts for 

Sste^or feE-any ox his known enterprises be checked for 
the period from January 1, 1959, through April 30, 1962. 

He stated h& was interested in possible corruption in 
Government and any large, unusual withdrawals, particularly 
a possible 3^0,000 withdraw al shortly b efore the last 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Presidential’ Inauguration. 


requested a 


"transcript^of the bank accounts • " It was requested 
that the fallowing banks be checked: 

lit * 

The First National Bank at Pecos, Texas; 

Security State Bank, Pecos, Texas; 

Midland National Bank, believed to be in 
Midland, Texas; 

2 cr First National Bank of Sudan, Sudan, Texas; 
5 HaSe County State Bank, believed to be in 
03 ^lainview, Texas. 
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'VpS&B&ljt. 
hise at> 
. e# ^ 

trQe, ^ 


<a. I 1st a ted that Estes or his 

may have other BARE accounts which are unknown 
this and. stated he had determined that Bsi 

into Bankruptcy in El Paso, Texas, and if this 
requested £the referee, receiver or trustee or at- - — 
be contacted to determine if they have any bookS-efc records 
showing bank accounts for Estes and that these Sink accounts 
be checked. & 35 •* 

This information will be obtained qhd you will 
be advised. 
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b7C 
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Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 


Assistant Attorney General 
Director, FBI 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



—? 
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| IMs Is to advise that pursuant to the request o J 

|of the Criminal Division of the Department we have secured 

the transcript of the hearings held by Texas At torney General Wi lson 
and these were delivered early this morning to | | of 

the Criminal Division of ithe Department. There were a total of six 
volumes. 
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4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


P TO 

0 


FROM 


The Director 


N. P. Callahan 



date: 





subject: The Congressional Record 


a) 


warns 




Gtn&QBaBm Beete, (B) ftmr Ytntk, ®p®k& 
the Bl Ete goliath -m m* Mr.. Bo&er golated eat that PpmUzni 
Ksaaedy was- <piek to aback dews eu the steel industry sad fee wo#- weafelag 
whether the Iftrasktest vimM b&m fho Attorney deaoral er&ek d&m m the 
Bmetory of /sgrioiltaro. Mr.. Bw&er'voat m to state "t also aoti€r 4 m- do 
jbsI seem to too mmk $ssil m la the pmmmUm. of €o®tmaalsts, t»fco failed to 
register raSar the law, by the Mter&sy 0&strate This to bo drt£tts§ ea 

* * “ “ oar Attorney Gtan&itil is to false os. 

these jafflttcro 


r * 


i 

i 

>!v 

iv. 


T3 

CD 
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, ^JsMZdY' 

not recorded. 

191 MAY 17 1962 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 

y?/(X was reviewed and pertinent items were 
tiention. 


Record for / j/ t „ 

marked for the Director^ attention. TTiis-form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the origin aMnemorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
propriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 


^ appropriate bureau cas 

s>§ MAY 23 1962 
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U,S. GRAND JUR’ 


By JOE SHERMAN ! 

Staff Writer 

Speculation that a current fed- 
eral grand jury would 1 range far- 
ther than -originally indicated W£ s 
gven 'impetus Monday with tlja 
dsclosure of a letter filed 1 wit ; } 
y.S. district clerk by 
Justice Department at t o:r il e;ys| 

Thomas- McKeon- and Robert Pda- 
quills v x 

The letter, whi chr is an authrts' 
izf ‘tran* for the men. to serv^ is 
sjj 2 Cial attorneys ih assisting 1 ie 
gi and, jury, reveals 4he .men aye 
part of the Organized Crime sec-- 
lion, of the, department— a section 
not ordinarily called in; even op 

t 1 

criminal 1 investigations, urilesssuchl 

{ ses involve t f arranging , an® 
despread connections, * | 

The letter is "horn Nicholas! 
itzenbach,, acting; deputy attbl’ 
ney general- of the United States; 
and says: 

“The department -is informed 
that various persons, companies;, 
corporations, firms;' associations, 
aw< 'organizations- .. * i have- vjb~ 
date d, in the- Northern .District, jbf 
Tei^s and in, other judical dis- 
tricts,. the embezzlement, -false 


. sfetements, banking,; perjury, moil] 
h^ud by wire and racketeering 
^ |p ws: a hd the Labor-Management) 


delations ; Act of 1947 and havjt 
i 1 iolated' other criminal laws j of the 
'United States and- have conspired 
to commit all such offenses;, and 
to defraud the United States,” 

The grand jury, which c o.udd 
stay in. session, as-, long, asr 18 
months and which could also ap- 
point or hire its- own- investigators) 
was originally believed to be epn- 
cerned mainly; with routine ] sd- 
e|al cases and particularly he 
B$ie Sol Estes case. Later- it Uas 
rurijored the jury would look Into 
the,.alleged bribe-taking* of' South- 

£ Balias Times Herald" 

T|amsters Union. jf . Dallas * TQX83 

r . S0Ul-ce c I 0S e to the federal H~ - 3 >0 - b'X 
detect atorney-s office here, old FellxRo McKnight, 

zt/Z'v W A ,„ ni Executive Editor 

spjit time and hold otherSes! Submitted by Dallas Office 

signs/' 

Observers also- said the Wording 
of' t ie letter involving labor and 
mai agement makes the Temnntnr 
investigation "almost certaj i,” 

.as Well as opening, the possibi ity 
df investigation of cases invjliv- 
• ing '.connections in other states, 1 ■ 


MaosuRff 






PLAIN TEXT 


5/10/G2 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO SACS EL PASO 
DALLAS 

WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

W 

BILLIE SOL lSTES , INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 

PROPERTY DASH BRIBERY. I 7 

' ✓ 

/ 

RE WFO TELETYPE MAY NINE, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. EL PASO w 
AND DALLAS EXPEDITE CONTACT WITH IRS AND SUTEL WFO 
IMMEDIATELY. WFO THEREAFTER INSTITUTE EXAMINATION REQUESTED 


BY DEPARTMENT. 




u. s. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE j 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION I 

MAYl 0 1962' 
teletype 


URGENT 5-10-62 2- IS PM DA 

TO SACS EL PASO, DALLAS AND WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY DASH BRIBERY. 

RE WFO TELETYPE MAY NINE, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. EL PASO 
AND DALLAS EXPEDITE CONTACT WITH IRS AND SUTEL WFO 
IMMEDIATELY. WFO THEREAFTER INSTITUTE EXAMINATION REQUESTED 
BY DEPARTMENT. 

END & ACK PLS 
OK FBI EP JRH 


TU DISC 





* 







FEDERAL PUItEAU OF **i»S*7:W "UN 
U S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SEGTION 

MAY1 0 1962 


TELETYPES 


r-/ 




URGENT 5-10-62 2-11 PM DA 

TO SACS EL PASO, DALLAS AND WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY DASH BRIBERY. 

RE WFO TELETYPE MAY NINE, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. EL PASO 
AND DALLAS EXPEDITE CONTACT WITH IRS AND SUTEL WFO 
IMMEDIATELY. WFO THEREAFTER INSTITUTE EXAMINATION REQUESTED 
BY DEPARTMENT. 

END & ACK PLS 
OK FBI DL NW 


TU DISC 


PLAIN TEXT 


G/10/G2 


TELETYPE 


URGFNT 


TO SACS EL PASO 
DALLAS 

from director fbi V 

fy) 

BILLIE SOL 'ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

IIT ACCORDANCE KITH REQUEST RECEIVED FROM DEPARTMENT 
THIS DATE, FURTHER EXAMINATION OF BANK RECORDS RELATING 
TO ACCOUNTS OF ESTES AND HIS ENTERPRISES ARE TO BE HELD 
IN ABEYANCE PENDING FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM BUREAU. 
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. 1 -vn 

teletype 


URGENT 5-10-62 11-07 PM BH 

TO SACS EL PASO & DALLAS 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUEST RECEIVED FROM DEPARTMENT HIS DATE, 
FURTHER EXAMINATION OF BANK RECORDS RELATING TO ACCOUNTS OF ESTES 
AND HIS ENTERPRISES ARE TO BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM BUREAU. 

END & ACK PLS „ 

/ 

EP OK FBI EP^ ?AR 
DL OK FBI D£/FLL 
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OPTIONAL Vqrm no. 1C- 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


subject: 


Mr. Belmont 


date: May 2, 1962 


A. Rosei 


wi 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE-TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


Td[son _ 
Belmont 

^Mohr 

Callahan 
Conrad _ 
>DeLoach' 
Evans _i 
Malone _ 


^uTliyan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 
Holmes 



This is to advise that a staff assistant o^r the Department 
I of Agriculture has given information to the effect that Estes 
'received preferential treatment by the Department of Agriculture. 

He also alleges that certain documents within the Department of 
Agriculture to which he was refused access will prove his point. 

BACKGROUND 

^ ,T *. On April 19, 1962, N. Battle Hales, Staff Assistant, Office 

of Deputy’ Administrator , U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) , was 
interviewed and furnished information indicating that Estes had 
Received preferential treatment from employees of the USDA. This 
information was prepared in the form of a signed statement which 
Hales stated he would sign at a later date. When Hales was recontacted 
on April 20., 1962, to have him sign the statement, he had been 
remove*! fro.tt his office by USDA. Hales stated he could not sign 
the statement without access to certain files in the Department of 
Agriculture. After additional contacts on April 26, 1962, Hales 
.read, corrected and signed the statement. At the end of the 
(Statement he added the following sentence, ’’However there were 
additional documents relating to the Estes cotton pooled allotment 
lease which I had intended making available to Agents Shannon and 

I but which I was denied the opportunity to do so when the b6 

files were denied to me by USDA officials.” Hales described the^e ,, b7c 


^documents" afs'r 

1 1 . USDA General Counsel * s opinion dated US., 

19.6U. verifying Hales' judgment that Estes’ case was a criminal 
violation and should have been r to t^^ Depart t^nt of Justice. 

2. Memorandum dated January 31, 1962, fr§m 'Emery lH. ' 
Jacobs, former Deputy Administrator, STate ana county Operations, 
ASCS,* to Texas,, Oklahoma and Georgia State Chairmen, which 
memorandum enclosed certificate to be executed by "buyers” of 
allotments or sellers of land in cotton pooled allotment cases. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach' 
1-Mr. Evans 
1-Liaison Section 




^Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation, 


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


. ^ , 3 » Interoffice memorandum from Hales to Jacobs 

dated F ebruary 14, 1962, in the Dill and White case, (details 

Sf+iS 1 ? Ca ? e * e \ ™ th ln the report of SA Andrew J. Shannon 

? 3 ’ i? 6 ?’ pages 135-137 furnished to the Department 
or Justice) in which memorandum Hales pointed out nothing could 
be done administratively in Dill and White case until 
determination was made as to the over-all case concerning Estes’ 
operations in cotton allotments. 


T . . f* Hales * memorandum requesting investigation by 
Investigation Division, ASCS, concerning circumstances surrounding 
Eg"* of false chattel mortgages. These involved three 
ASCS county committee chairmen in Reeves County, Texas. 

ACTION TAKEN 


^11 information supplied by Hales has been furnished 
to the Department of Justice. 

Secretary Freeman, Department of Agriculture, will 
be xcontacted by the WFO Agents and advised of Hales ’ statement 
I as fo ad *r 1 ^ :i ' ona ! information in Department of Agriculture files 
and the fact that we have furnished Hales’ information to the 
Department of Justice. 

The contact with Freeman will thereafter be confirmed 
^a letter and copy sent to the Department of Justice. 
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Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 


1 -‘Mr. BeliR>nt 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Welte 
1 - Mr. Curran 


Director, FBI 

z •'’/<- ' '/ - 3l ^ x 

*0 BILLIE SDL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION Of 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 
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1 This is to confirm the conversation between] b 

pf the Departm ent and Special Agents Thomas Y;. Curran and 
"| >f this Bureau on May 7, 19G2. The discussion 
was concerning further interview of N* Battle Hales, a Staff 
Assistant in the United States Department of Agriculture. 

sSf 

After a previous interview. Hales had advised thaflCJif tss 
furnished with additional documents which he identified he clWtM v, 
support some of Ms allegations. The Department requestedtfeat ^ 
y/e obtain the records referred to and make arrangements wfttB the' 

’ Department of Agriculture and Hales for the furnishing of 

information. ??£ -0— ~-i>l 

' 

~~ At<the time of the instant discussion, the docu^lnts lad . . 
been obd&nec^hnd it was agreed that the following procedtfi^T woMtd 
be followed ^connection with the reinterview of Hales, ^ales ^ ,u 
would be_shown the documents and asked for a complete emanation 
as to hoW'he believes they support his allegations that Es«s reeved'* 
favorable treatment by the Department. At the conclusion of this 
portion the interview, he would be questioned as to any other 
additional information he might have. \ S" 

It was further agreed that if Hales requested access to 
any other specific documents that he could identify, we would obtain 
them and interview Mm on these additional documents. 

However, in the event Hales requested permission to 
conduct an exhaustive of voluminous files under the control 

-of the DepMs^iJenrof Agriculture, we would then, in accordance 


_ b6 
— b7C 


1 - Mr. Deffiach 
1 - Mr. Evans 

rWC:kak:jlt (10) 

yvrwwmf 




yJ/rjlONAl fVlUJ. NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr. Belmont 


A. Rost 


date: May 5, 1962 
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BILLIE SOL ESTES 

iNTEBTSTATiTTRSNSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY- 
BRIBERY /, 



Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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This is to advise of our proposed plans for xurther interview 
of N. Battle Hales, a Staff Assistant in the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) . Hales presents an investigative problem in 
ujthat it is obvious that he is a disgruntled, malcontent who is 
||making everything he has or suspects available to the press at 
l|every possible opportunity. 


BACKGROUND: 


On April 19, 1962, Hales was interviewed by our Agents 
and furnished information indicating that Estes had received 
preferential treatment from employees of the USDA. This information 
was prepared in the form of a signed statement which Hales stated 
he would sign at a later date. He was recontacted periodically but 
stated that he had been denied access to certain files in the 
Department of Agriculture. On April 26, 1962, Hales read, corrected 

I and signed the statement. At the conclusion of the statement he 
added a paragraph which said that he needed additional documents 
to give further information and described the documents. 


We advised the Department of Hales information and by 

I I request received May 3, 1962, the Department requested that we find 
I the records referred to and make arrangements with the Department 
1 of Agriculture and Hales for the furnishing of additional information, 
jl We .had. already initiated inquiry to obtain the records and have 
V since obtained them. 


PROPOSED ACTION : 

We originally intended to refer the Hales problem back 
to the Department, of Agriculture as an administrative matter within 
that department .' ' ‘This would be based on the fact that only an 
experienced legal technician within the Department v* of Agriculture* 
would be sufficiently aware of the rules , regulations^ 
that 'Department $6 evaluate the meanings of these doci 




1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 
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Now since Hales is continually spreading the entire 
story in the press, we feel that it is to the Bureau* s best interest 
to complete all phases of inquiry of Hales as it concerns these 
documents ourselves. 

. However, prior to taking this action it will be discussed 

I with the Department of Justice and will be pointed out to them 
that we intend to conduct the interview during normal business 
hours. They will be further requested to specifically state the 
extent to which we should go as far as Hales is concerned. This 
is necessary since to date the Department, which is supposedly 
i thoroughly reviewing Department of Agriculture reports and ours, 
has been unable to establish any evidence of bribery. They have 
i jfurnished us a letter to that effect. 

r 

ACTION : 

After a discussion with the Department of Hales matter 
we will confirm it in writing. 
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TO SACS DALLAS, EL PASO, MNNEAPOLIS , 

OHAIIA, RIORIOND, SAN ANTONIO, T/FO fl 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI /v/-, l'" 

BILLIE SOL* ESTES, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY - BRIBERY* 

RE EL PASO AIItTEL NAY TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYT170. ALL OFFICES 
I!2!EDIATELY OBTAIN IDENTITIES OF SUBSCRIBERS TO TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS CALLED TO DIVISIONS AND SUTEL BUREAU BY THREE P. II. , 

ED3T TODAY. 


Malone _ 

Rosen 

Sullivan - 
Tavel 


NOTE: Referenced airtel set forth lead?? to obtain subscribers 

to telephone numbers called by Estes from Pecos, Texas. 

t 


~ FDTrRat; 

(0) > 


c 


RE0.42 


Tolnon 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach*. 
Evans 


Trotter 

Tele, Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


n >\ v ' 


~\j i 


% W- 


1 O 


o 

V f » 

■ V-7*/ 

4) / ' 1 




/ a 


19 MAY 14 1962“ 


C l/ J l ^/ 

V /<^ /.U'J 

!#,,%* ht'MMf ~ * 1 * 11 J 

■ com m 


/' 


.1 


MAIL ROOM (ZH TELETYPE UNIT Qj 




L,r 


V 


1 


V, 



FEDERAL BURFAll 'fit- fNVFSTft«f3Pl 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

communications smmW 
MAY 14 1962 Q™ 

TELETYPE 


URGENT 5/14/62 10-46 AM JDS 

TO SACS DALLAS, EL PASO, MINNEAPOLIS, OMAHA, RICHMOND, SAN ANTONIO, 
AND WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR, 1 PAGE 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY - BRIBERY* 

RE EL PASO AIRTEL MAY TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. ALL OFFICES 
IMMEDIATELY OBTAIN IDENTITIES OF SUBSCRIBERS TO TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS CALLED TO DIVISIONS AND SUTEL BUREAU BY THREE P.M*, 

EDST TODAY* 

END ACK PLS 

WP& F PK OK FBI MP SJJ 
EUXJG TZLJR . 

RPT RPT MP 
OK FBI MP SJJ 
OM OK FBI OM JAK 


f esaaiL mm & ^ TAA1 

U. S. DEPARTMENl OF )USTICE\jf 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION* 

iVlAY U 1962 

ClTVOP 


URGENT 5/14/52 10-22 AM JDS 

TO SACS DALLAS, EL PASO, MINNEAPO|lS, OMAHA, RICHMOND, SAN ANTONIO 
AND WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR, 1 PAGE 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY - BRIBERY. 

RE EL PASO AIRTEL MAY TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. ALL OFFICES 
IMMEDIATELY OBTAIN IDENTITIES OF SUBSCRIBERS TO TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS CALLED TO DIVISIONS AND SUTEL BUREAU BY THREE P.M., 

EDST TODAY. 

END ACK PLS 
OJ OK !fbi RH BLC 


TU DISC BLC 


FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTMTION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SEGTIO.. 
MAY X 4 1962 ^ 

TELETYPE 



URGENT 5/14/62 10-37 AM JDS 

TO SACS DALLAS, EL PASO, MINNEAPOLIS, OMAHA, RICHMOND, SAM ANTONIO, 
AND WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR, 1 PAGE 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY - BRIBERY. 

RE EL PASO AIRTEL MAY TEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. ALL OFFICES 
IMMEDIATELY OBTAIN IDENTITIES OF SUBSCRIBERS TO TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS CALLED TO DIVISIONS AND SUTEL BUREAU BY THREE P.M., 

EDST TODAY. 

END ACK PLS 

EP OK FBI EP REY 

DL OK FBI DL WD 

SA OK FBI SA CJH 

TU DISC 
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Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. May 10, 1962 

Assistant Attorney General 

Director, FBI 1 _ jjr, Curran 

a> 

B1LLIS SOL ESTRS 

‘i^^TAW'tS^SPOETAriOH OF i/. 

STOLEN PROPERTY; BRIBERY ^ w 3 / 


This is to advise that 


in acftordanfift with 


of the 
ThdrapAdA tff this 


telephonic request received from 
Department by Special Agent Fleteaer u. 

Bureau, on May 9, 1902, our New York Office has been 
instructed to conduct no further interviews with officials 
of the Commercial Solvents Company, pending further 
instructions from you. 

On May J, 1962, the Special Agent in Charge of 
our San Antonio Office advised that he had, on that date, 
received a request £rom| of the Department, 

that the records of the Mountain state Telephone Company 
at Pecos, Texas, be checked for all incoming and outgoing 
long distance telephone calls made or charged to the home 
telephone o f Billie Sol Estes since January 1, 1961. 

indicated he was particularly interested in any 


calls made to or charged by Dr. James T. Ralph, McLean, 
Virginia, to Estes* home telephone on January 14, 1962, 
and February 17, 18 and 24, 1962. 

The El Paso Office has been instr ucted to 
promptly conduct investigation requested by[_ 


and your office will be immediately advised when the 
information is received* 
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PLAIN TEST 


5/11/62 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO SACS DALLAS, EL PASO, HEW YORK, 

SAIT AITTOITIO, RICHMOND, WFO 

FEON DIRECTOR F " ' 

BILLIE Fv^STES, IT3P - BRIBERY. 


ALL OFFICES SEOUL© 3UBI1IT A DAILY TELETYPE SUMMARY AT THE 


CLOSE OF B0SIITESS EACH DAY REFLECTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 


DURING THAT DAY. THIS SUNNARY SHOULD BE COZIPLETE AND INCLUDE 
ANY INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OF ESTES OR 
OFFICIALS OR ANYTHING OF PERTINENCE TO THIS INVESTIGATION. 

DALLAS AND EL PASO ADVISE ANY ADDITIONAL OFFICES WITH OUTSTANDING 
INVESTIGATION OF THESE INSTRUCTIONS. 
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URGENT 5-11-62 8-21 PM RAM 

TO SACS TJALLAS,-^ PASO/NEW YORK, <SAN ANTONIO, ItECHMOND & 
WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 

BILLIE SOL^fSTES, ITSP - BRIBERY. 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD SUBMIT A DAILY TELETYPE SUMMARY AT THE 
CLOSE OF BUSINESS EACH DAY REFLECTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED DUR- 
ING THAT DAY. THIS SUMMARY SHOULD BE COMPLETE AND INCLUDE ANY 
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OF ESTES OR OFFICIALS 
OR ANYTHING OF PERTINENCE TO THIS INVESTIGATION. DALLAS AND EL PASO 
ADVISE ANY ADDITIONAL OFFICES WITH OUTSTANDING INVESTIGATION OF THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

END & ACK/PLS 


OK FBI yRH PLS 


DISC 



URGENT 5-11-62 8-13 PM RAM 

TO SACS DALLAS, EL PASO, NEW YORK, -11- SAN ANTONIO, RICHMOND & 
WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP - BRIBERY* 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD SUBMIT A DAILY TELETYPE SUMMARY AT THE 
CLOSE OF BUSINESS EACH DAY REFLECTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED DUR- 
ING THAT DAY. THIS SUMMARY SHOULD BE COMPLETE AND INCLUDE ANY 
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OF ESTES OR OFFICIALS 
OR ANYTHING OF PERTINENCE TO THIS INVESTIGATION. DALLAS AND EL PASO 
ADVISE ANY ADDITIONAL OFFICES WITH OUTSTANDING INVESTIGATION OF THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

END & ACK PLS 
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9 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNiCATlOys SECU0N 
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URGENT 5-11-62 8-11 PM RAM 

TO SACS DALLAS , EL PASO, NEW YORK, SAN ANTONIO, RICHMOND & 
WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP - BRIBERY, 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD SUBMIT A DAILY TELETYPE SUMMARY AT THE 
CLOSE OF BUSINESS EACH DAY REFLECTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED DUR- 
ING THAT DAY. THIS SUMMARY SHOULD BE COMPLETE AND INCLUDE ANY 
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OF ESTES OR. OFFICIALS 
OR ANYTHING OF PERTINENCE TO THIS INVESTIGATION. DALLAS AND EL PASO 
ADVISE ANY ADDITIONAL OFFICES WITH OUTSTANDING INVESTIGATION OF THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

END & ACK PLS 
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SA OK FBI-^AAC 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: 5 - 14-62 


iMEf 

Memorandum' 

to : Mr. Belmont^S** 5 ^ 

from . A. Ro ^, ^ 

(a/ subject: BILLIE SOIt ESTES 

r ITSP - BRIBERY 


In connection with the interview scheduled for 10:Q^a/m. this 
morning with former Assistant Secretary of L abo r Jerry Ry^Holleman, 
this is to advise that Holleman has contacted our Washington Field Office 
,and informed that he will not be interviewed today as the Department of 
Labor is making an investigation into "his case" and he refused to be 
'interviewed until that is completed. He indicated that he would be 
available for interview on Thursday. Agents will contact Holleman on 
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67 MAY 16 1962 
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From: 


SAC, WFO , 

Director, FBI £0 ^ ^ 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
ITSP - BRIBERY 
BUDED 5/15 


m- & 


Rerep of SA Andrew J. Shannon, May 8, 1962, 
Washington, D.C. 

The Department has requested additional investi- 
gation regarding Mr. James A. McConnell who was referred 
to on pages 84 and 35 of rerep. Information has been 
reported to the Department that McConnell was employed by 
USDA as a consultant at the same time he was employed by 
the Commercial Solvents Corporation. Rerep indicates 
McConnell was at one time Chief of ASCS at the Department 
of Agriculture. McConnell was succeeded in that position 
by Mr. Walter C. ’Berger , presently a Director of Commercial 
Solvents Corporation. 
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WFO at USDA determine the dates and types of all 
employments for McConnell and Berger, whether on a full 
Or part time basis including any consulting service to 
USDA by these individuals. 

Submit results of inquiry in letterhead memorandum 
form suitable for dissemination to tbe Department. 


1 - Dallas (Information) 
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UNITED, STATES GOVKOTIENT 

Memorandum 


* 


ARTMENT 


TO 


FROM 


Direct or , Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 


Herbert J. Hiller , Assistant Attorney 
eneral, Criminal Division 


date: 



V- 


o 


subject: Billie Sol Eofces 

Interstate Transportation of Stolen Property - 
Bribery 





*r. Tolsoiul! 

Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. 

Mr. mury 
Mr. pfems 
Mr. Ma 

i 

SuUivs , in\— i 1 

Mr. Tavel [ 

Mr. Trotter * 

[feEJabcril-r.r^. i 
— i 

Miss Gandy f 


This will refer to the report of SA Andrew J. Shannon 
dated May 8, 1962, Washington, D. C . , pp. 84 and 85 . 


It has been reported to the Department that Mr. James A. 
McConnell referred to in the above pages was employed by the 
IJSDA as a consultant at the same time that he was employed by 
Commercial Solvents Corporation. The above report indicates 
that Mr. McConnell was at one time a Chief of the ASCS at the 
USDA. This report also states that Mr. McConnell was succeeded 
in this position by Mr. Walter C. Berger, presently a Director 
of Commercial Solvents Corporation. 

It is requested that inquiry be made at the USDA to 
determine the dates and types of all employments for Messrs. 
McConnell and Berger, whether on a full or part time basis, 
including any consulting services to the USDA by these 
individuals . 
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5-12-G2 


Airtel 


To* 



SAC, Washington Field (87-8242) 


From: Director* FBI ') j O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES R£Q‘ ** 

BRIBERY ; ITSP 



Be WFO airtel 5-11-C2. 

Referenced airtel Page 2, Paragraph 2, indicates 
that investigation by Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in 1955 
disclosed that Estes had submitted false financial statements 
to banks. 


Immediately determine if information concerning 
false statements was presented as possible mail fraud. It is 
noted that even though the statute has run on these offenses, 
the Department of Justice desires to be advised of any failures 
on the part of Federal agencies to take appropriate action. 

Agents assigned to review files in this matter 
should be instructed to be alert for any indication of mail 
fraud or any other Federal violation. 
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Date: 5/11/62 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


.'V. Tolf'on 
Mr. Belri j 
Mr. Mohr 




Mr. CaFa’^n 

Mr. Cor, rad 

Mr. I> L . <i 

Mr. Evar.3 

r. --'A i 
Mr. 

* Mr. iu 1 . i.1. I 

Mr. T.v. .1 - I 

T •!■». fN' - . 8 


r. MM L 

r. Rv^r 



DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 


C, YYFO (87-8242) (P) 


TO: 

FROM: 


BILLIE SOETESTES, et al 
BRIBERY - COI 
(00 : DL) 

SDMMRYiYA IRTEL 






ReBuairtels to Y/FO dated 5/10, and 5/11/62 j 
Bu telephone calls to Y/FO 5/11/62; and EPtel to Bureau 
dated 5/9/62. 


Per Bureau instruct ions , 

Secretary ox ngricuxxure 




fSDA) , 

was contacted instant date and advised that the Dept, of 
Justice had requested that the USDA make available for 
review the former file s of N. BATT LE HALES, USDA. 
Arrangements made with whereby at 10:00 a.m. , 

on 5/14/62, HALE S wil-lizEmziEE nrsiformer files which will 
be in the custody of Acting Deputy 


Administrator, State and County Operations, Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS), USDA, 
or a designated USDA representative. At this time, HALES 
will review his files and obtain necessary information and 
documents from files in order that he can be interviewed 
by Bureau Agents without | rf , 1 ‘ " -““•’ isence of other USDA personnel 


Per Bureau instructions, 
Agents would only act as 
necessary inform 



was advised that FBI 
observers v/hile HALES obtained 
nd documents from his files. This 




was agreeable to who had requested that Agents be 

present on 5/14/&2, aS ne stated that HALES has the habit 
of not telling the truth. 

(%)- Bureau 

1 - Dallas (58-188) (Info) 

2 - Y/FO 
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(6) 

AIRTEL 


C. C. 








REC-34: 






/.* / 


b6 

b7C 


Approved: 


Sent 


M melS-ML 


Special Agent in Charge 






Y/FO 87-8242 


An appointment has been made to interview 
Assistant Secretary of Labor, JERRY R. HOLLEMAN, at 10:00 
a.m. , on 5/14/62. 

Inquiry at Intelligence Unit (IU), Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS), Y/ashington, D.C., on instant date 
determined that the IU made preliminary investigation regard- 
ing BILLIE SOL ESTES to ascertain if it was worthwhile 
to institute full-scale inquiry. As a result of this 
investigation, it was determined that this case would not 
have possibilities from a criminal standpoint with 
respect to violation of the tax lav/s. IU anticipates their 
investigation will be discontinued with criminal prosecution 
in mind and a civil audit by IRS will be instituted instead. 
This civil suit will initially cover the years 1959 and 1960 
in all probability, but may be extended as far back as 1956 
in the event indications of fraud are uncovered, ESTES 
was the subject of an intensive investigation by IRS 
in 1955 and the IRS found; at that time that there was no 
basis for criminal prosecution. It was determined that 
ESTES had submitted false financial statements to banks 
as a result of this investigation. Preliminary investigation 
in connection with current study by IU reflects that ESTES 
operations from 1955 through 1960 have resulted in a 
combined net operating loss totaling $3,172,016.68. The 
only year a profit was shown was in 1956 at which time the 
profit was reflected as $38,557.31. 

A separate LHM was submitted to the Bureau on 
instant date concerning the former employments of 
JAMES A* MC CONNELL with the USDA. MC CONNELL is Director 
of the Commercial Solvents Corporation. 

A separate LHM was also submitted to the Bureau 
setting out information identifying the subscribers of 
Y/ashington, D.C, telephone numbers as contained in referenced 
El Paso teletype* 

A separate LHM was also submitted regarding the 
telephone toll calls to and from the residences of 
subjects Dr. JAMES T. RALPH, WILLIAM E, MORRIS, and EMERY E. 
JACOBS for periods which were available to Y/FO source. 
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XlFO 87-8242 

Offices covering telephone toll calls have been requested 
to identify subscribers. 


UFO obtained this date from | | General 

Counsel’s Office, USDA, voluminous files containing 
financial data and other information submitted to the USDA 
by ESTES* UFO is reviewing these files and obtaining 
Photostats of pertinent documents* A Photostat of financial 
statement of BILLIE SOL ESTES as of 12/31/60, will be 


included in Photostats to be submitted to the Bureau. 

El Paso will be furnished information in financial statement 
dated 12/31/60, and will be requested to review original 
books and records pertaining to the statement and determine 
if violation of Title 18, USC, 1001, exists. 


ESTES IS REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
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May 11, 1962 

o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 


Following is additional information received concerning 
telephone calls made from residence of Billie Sol Bates in Pecos, 
Texas. This information was received on a confidential basis. 

On January 14, from Estes’ residence (Pecos telephone 
number 3317) to EX 3-2216. Washington, D.C. , at 11:00 a.m. for 
three minutes. 

On February l, 1962, a call was made from Estes at 
Humber 2607 in Pecos to "Jacobs” at RE 2-4142, Extension 3415, 
Washington, D.C. , at 7:09 p.a. for twelve minutes. 

On February 2, 1962, a call was made from Estes at 
2507, Pecos, to Bill Morris at W 8-7043, Washington, D.C. , at 
8:40 a.m. for fifteen minutes. 


On February 14, 1962, a call was made from Pecos 
telephone 2507 to Kelly at AD 2-7700, Extension 538, Washington, 
D.C. , at 5:00 p.m. for two minutes. 


On February 16, 1962, a call was made from Estes at 
2507 to McLean, Virginia, Zone 7, Washington, D.C. , Humber 
EL 6-4521 at 10:30 p.m. for three minutes. 


On February 18, 1962, a call was made from 2507, 
Pecos, Texas, to McLean, Virginia, telephone EL 8-4521, at 
2:14 p.m. for nineteen minutes. 


The subscribers to the telephone numbers called in 
the Washington, D. C. , area and referred to above are set forth 
in a separate letterhead memorandum. 


Tolson 

Belmont — 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach — 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan — 

Tavei 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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MAY 1; 





IN 



• # 


May U, 1902 

v.. -■ 

BILLIE SOL SSTS3 


Following Is additional information confidentially 
received concerning telephone calls charged to telephones 
listed to Billie Sol Bates in Pecos, Texan, to Or, James T. Ralph, 

A call was made from Sates to Ralph at 11; 32 a.m, on 
February 2, 1902, the call being received by Ralph at PO 57917, 
Lubbock, Texas. A call was made from Bates to Ralph at telephone 
LI 50441, Room 104, Minneapolis, for seven minutes at 4: 37 p.m, , 
February 26, 1902, Another call was made by Sates from his 
unlisted telephone number in Pecos, Texas, to Ralph at LI 50441, 
Room 104, Minneapolis, at 10:24, a.m,, March 5, 1902 for six 
minutes. 


Investigation has failed to indicate that any calls 
made by Ralph during the pertinent period wore charged to Sates * 
Telephone Credit Card Humber 3317-L221. 


Further information in this matter will be furnished 
as recsived. 
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May 14, 1963 




o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


By letterhead memorandum dated May 3, 1962, the 
SI Paso Office of this Bureau set forth information relating 
to a partnership which existed in appro ximately 1956 between 

Billie Sol Estes , 1 | of Nashville, Tennessee, 

and Robert 3. Clement, father of trank Clement, former Governor 
of Tennessee* 


Mated 
Robert E. 


The report of Special Agent 

April 12, 1963, at 11 Paso on Page 48' xmi-ica ieu tract a ' 

Clements was former owner of the Superior Manufacturing Company 
and it was alleged that the idea of selling contracts without 
security originated with Clements* The records of Dun and 
Bradstreet, Dallas, Texas, have been reviewed and indicate that \\ 
the Robert 1* Clements, the former owner of Superior Manufacturing 
Company, Amarillo, Texas, was born in 1895 and is a native of 
California. The wife of Robert S. Clements is shown as Thelma. 
Clements was engaged in real estate business in Long Beach, 
California* la 1933, and became a co-founder, together with 

]fit an old age security plan* Clements was 
this movement until 1035. In 1938, he 
Texas, and formed the Superior Manufacturing 


nor icerrcxxxwu with 
moved to Amarillo, 

Company. 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 
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The records of this Bureau indicate that Robert S. 
Clement is a native of Tennessee. 
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r-vm CURCAU Of INVEfTIGAYIJN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE / 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION/ 

MAY 1 4 1962 

TELETYPE 


URGENT 5-14-62 2-13 PM MST JPM 


fO DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM SAC, EL P 


"58 -59” 2 P 


Mr, C/ i 

Mr, Cf'.rrvJ — jr 
Mr. )* ' r ,"p J 


Mr. r ■; 1 

Mr. V< \ : ' t — 

Tela 

Miss Holmes- 
Miss G&ndy__ 


BILLIE S.0L-ES.TES4 ET AL, BRIBERY - CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

T> ffifrC-O'fTl ■ / 

LC&tLRHffir FOURTEEN INSTANT FROM BILL WELTE AT THE 


HP 



BUREAU. 




RE WASHINGTON PROJECT. 

ON MAY FOURTEEN INSTANT WHILE CONVERSING WITH 

Ion ANOTHER MATTER, HE BROUGHT UP THE ARTICLE APPEARING IN 


U. S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT TO SA 


CONCERNING THE WASHINGTON 


PROJECT. HE VOLUNTEERED AT THIS TIME THAT ESTES ENTERPRISES - 

— ————— j 

CARR IES A LEDGER ACCO UNT IN THE NAME OF THE WASHINGTON PROJECT AND 
AT THE PRESENT TIME IT HAS A CREDIT BALANCE OF SOME TEN THOUSA ND 
DOLLARS. HE STATED THAT IT IS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT EARLY IN THE 

FIFTIES ESTES PURCHASED A NUMBER OF SURPLUS GOVERNMENT HOUSES IN 

- . - .. . 

OR AROUND SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, FROM AN UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD 
EARLIER PURCHASED THESE SAME HOMES. HE STATED THAT THIS IS NOTH- 


ING MORE THAN AN It 




BTATED THAT HE WAS CURRENTLY REVIEWING THELR^ff 

i ^ 7 * y '^ r ' @£2 ® 

CANCELLED CHECKS AND VOUCHERS MENTIONED IN THE NEWS AR TICLE IN 

THIS CONNECTION AND HAD FOUND THAT THE CHECK^ gg AMOUNT OF FORTY 


^ '4 If end page one 


REC- 34 


1 1 MAY 








PAGE TOO 

THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY -SIX DOLLARS AND FOURTEEN CENTS HAD 
BEEN ISSUED IN ORDER TO PICK UP A DRAFT TO ASSOCIATES INVESTMENT 
COMPANY, LUBBOCK, TEXAS, WHICH IS A FINANCE COMPANY. THE CHECK 
FOR SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE DOLLARS WAS 
ISSUED TO PICK UP A DRAFT TO THE COMMERCIAL CREDIT CORPORATION, 
BALTIMORE, WHICH IS ALSO A FINANCE COMPANY. THE THIRD CHECK, 

ALL OF WHICH WERE DATED JANUARY SIXTEEN LAST, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
FORTY THOUSAND, REPRESENTS PAYMENT FOR A CASHIERS CHECK PURCHASED 
AND FORWARDED COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS AT NEW YORK FOR PAYMENT ON 
GRA IN STORAG E AT HEREFORD, TEXAS. 

| WILL BE INTERVIEWED PERSONALLY WITH REGARD TO THE 

ABOVE AND BUREAU ADVISED. 

DALLAS ADVISED VIA AIRMAIL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

END AND ACK PLS 

"RE— PHONE— CAL L— MAY FOURTEEN INSTANT FROM B I LL^ WEJ^T-E— AT---THE^RUR-EA-U J - 
5-25 PM OK FBI WA ELR 
DISC PLSM 
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Date: 5/11/62 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


.Via 


AIRTEL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


.L. 


DIRECTOR, EBI (29-^5704) 

c, mo (8708242) (P) 


TO: 

'K 

lV> V PROM: 

V. J 

BILLIE SOITESTES, et al 
BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
(00:DL) 



Re Bureau telephone call, 5 
El Paso teletpye to Bureau dated 5/9/62. 



and 


Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of a 
letterhead memo dated and captioned as above. 

A copy of the letterhead memo is also being 
furnished the Dallas and El Paso Offices for information. 

Th a confidential source in the letterhead memo 


Chi 

JVj 


is | |who furnished information to SA WILFRED L. 

BEniiEKON on 5/2 and 5/11/62. 


WFO will attempt to identify 


KELLY 


at telephone number AD 2-7700, extension 538, which is 
the Manchester Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

.n ESTES REPORTED TO HA VE SUICIDAL TENDANCIES 

* \<S> Bureau (Enc. 4) 


J 


1 - Dallas (58-188) (info) (Enc. 1) (AM) 

1 - El Paso (29-351) (Info) (Enc. l) (AM) 

2 - WFO 

REG - 34 ^ , 

^5 ' t I j, * f f / 

<eA 

zr/j/U'z-' 

^ DT. ' 


AJS: JLD 
(7) 

AIRTEL 


MAY IS XJYl 


1 ~- /y t*\ 

I * -j s 


t ‘ A 
> * - 


f r liO 


r , »\ ‘ 


\3 


\Y 


) 


b7D 


App\>ved: Wl 


Sent 


.M 


Per 


67 MAY 16 19! 


scial Agent in Charge 



it 



In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File No . 


* • . . 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25 , D. C. 

May 11, 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, et al 
BRIBERY j CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


On May 2, 1962, a confidential source advised the 
following individuals were subscribers to the telephone 
numbers listed below: 

William E. Morris 
3806 Basil Road 
McLean, Virginia 
Telephone Number 358-4521 
(formerly EL 6-4521) 

James T. Ralph 
5922 Seacliff Road 
McLean, Virginia 
Telephone Number 358-7221 
(formerly EL 6-7221) 

On May 11, 1962, the confidential source advised 
that the following were subscribers to the telephone 
numbers listed below: 

Hilton Hotel Corporation 
Central Reservations 
Statler Hilton Hotel 
16th and K Streets, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Telephone Number EX 3-2216 

Manchester Hotel 
1426 M Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

AD 2-7700 


&)- 2X70'/- 

BNCLOSUB® 



BILLIE SOL ESTES 


The Washington Metropolitan Area Telephone 
Directory dated 1961 - 1962 reveals that telephone 
number EX 3-2216 is the telephone number for out-of- 
town reservations office for the Statler Hilton Hotel. 

Telephone number RE 2-4142 is the telephone 
number of the United States Department of Agriculture 

(usda) 


The USDA Telephone Directory dated January, 
1962, reveals that extension 3415 is listed to Emery E. 
Jacobs, ASCS (Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation 
Service), Room 243* BG-W (Main Agriculture Building) 

The telephone prefix DU 8 is used in direct 
dialing to the USDA. 

The USDA Telephone Directory dated January, 
1962, reveals that extension 7043 is listed to William 'E. 
Morris, ASCS, Room 210, BG-A (Main Agriculture Building) . 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency,* 
•i and i’s contents are not to be 
distributed ovtside your agenev. 


- 2 - 
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Date: 5/ 7/ 62 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code ) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 
SAC, Y/FO (87-8242) (!■>) 


\K 

A 


BILLIE SOL-ESTES , ET AL 
BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
(00:DL) 


ReY/FOairtels to Bureau dated 4/20, 23, and 30/62; 

Y/FO airtel and LHM to Bureau dated 5/1/62; Bureau telephone 
call to V/FO, 5/4/62; and, T/FO airtel to Bureau dated 5/4/62. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four (4) 
copies of a letterhead memo dated and captioned as above. 

Reference is made to the newspaper article captioned 
"ESTES 'Favoritism 1 Denied at Bizarre News Parley" wh|.ch 
appeared in the "V/ashington Evening Star "newspaper , 5/5/62, and 
to the headline captioned "Favoritism to ESTES Charged" with 
accompanying article contained in the "V/ashington Post and » 
Times .Herald" newspaper, 5/5/62. V 

In the above mentioned "V/ashington Evening Star" 
newspaper article THOMAS R. HUGHES, Executive Assistant to 
the Secretary of Agriculture, ORVILLE FREEMAN, v/as reported 
to have said concerning the I-I&LES matter that he had directed 
Mr. HALES to cooperate completely with the FBI "which was 
now in complete charge of the case." HUGHES also v/as alleged 
to have stated that he told the FBI that i£ they wanted to go 
through HALES* office to get any information they needed 
the files would be made available at any time. HUGHES v/as 
also reported to have stated "that v/as the last I heard of 
the matter.*' ' - -% - 'I (q O 

. yyOt REC-34 ? ■' x ? " 

YJV'HU&HES was also reported to have insisted tha£ the 
FBI had gotten all the files they requested. 


(7J._ 


3 Bureau (Enc. 4) 

- WO xf- 

& 


AJS/jml 


AIRTEL 


15 1952 





- Appro. 


V, 


A jijr/t* > 

a -. f\svj ia/As. 
t /Special Agent in Charge 

67 MAY 16 1962 


Sent 


.M Per 


i 


WFO 87-8242 


The article in the ’’Washington Post and Times Herald" 
newspaper contained the statement "The FBI itself, however, has 
had continuing access to all department files including that of 
HALES." 


Referenced WFO airtels to Bureau dated 4/20, 23, and 
30/62 set out WFO contacts with HALES concerning the contact 
/ with him on 4/20/62, when he was locked out of his files at the 
U.S. Depirtraent of Agriculture (USDA). The matter was referred 
to the Bureau with WFO recommendations. Referenced WFO %irtel 
dated 4/30/62 pointed out that HALES had signed a sworn statement 
4/30/62 incorporating results of administrative data he had furni- 
shed on 4/26/62 at which time he mentioned 4 documents in his 
former files which he felt were pertinent to instant case. Per 
Bureau instructions WFO prepared referenced letterhead memo 
dated 5/1/62 in this matter and WO awaited Bureau instructions. 
Per Bureau telephone call 5/4/62 a WO Agent on 5/4/62 obtained 
the 4 documents (as well as related documents) mentioned by HALES 
and delivered them to the Bureau. 


Qfl Awnn -fiw j. SHANNON was the Agent who contacted 

on 4/19/62, set out in the letterhead memo. 


sa| 

the identity of 
letterhead memo 


wsj 


s the Agent 
on 4/20/62, 


who ascertained 
mentioned in the 




In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


t V 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




WASHINGTON 25 , D. C. 

May 7 , 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 
BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


•'The Washington Evening Star” newspaper of May 5, 

1962, contained an article captioned, "Estes 'Favoritism* 

Denied at Bizarre News Parley.’* 

In this article Thomas R. Hughes, Executive Assistant 
to the Secretary of Agriculture, United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) , was alleged to have said that on April 19, 
1962, that a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) who had questioned Mr. Hales "interpreted his problem as an 
administrative one in the department, over which the FBI had no 
jurisdiction or interest." 


A Special A gent of the Washingto n Field Of fice, FBI, 
on April 19, 1962, at 

n __ _» * “i _ tt _ _ 


contacted on April 19, 1962, at fequest, 

following tne interview of N. Battle Hales, xnen staff Assistant, b7c 


State and County Operations, Agricultural Stabilization and 



"The Washington Post and Times Herald" newspaper on 
May 5, 1962, contained the headline, "Favoritism to Estes 
Charged," with an accompanying article. In this article a 
statement is attributed to Hales regarding an event that reportedly 


rJ C ! - 

ENCLOSURE 






* 


s 






RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


happened on April 20, 1962, the day that he was denied access 
to the files in his office. He was reported to have made the 
statement that a department (USDA) employee left his office on 
the morning of April 20, 1962, and went down the hall pursued 
by an FBI Agent. 


The above statement made i 7n > TT TTn ' 1 


■* 


pointed out that the USDA employee, 

Office of State and County Operations, ASCS, who was 


It is 


|of the 
inventory- 


ing records asked an FBI Agent to step out into the hall. He 
stated he wanted to tell the FBI Agent he did not want to 
interfere with anything the FBI was doing. 


It is pointed out that when Hales was first interviewed 
by Special Agents of the FBI on April 19, 1962, he had received 
notice that he was to be transferred to the Defense Services 
Staff, ASCS. During this and later interviews with Hales, he was 
highly nervous and emotional at times and appeared to be a very 
disgruntled employee over his transfer to the Defense Services 
Staff. 


It is also noted that Edward M. Loweree, Chief, 
Division of Investigations, Office of Personnel, Office of the 
Secretary, ttrda f has advised Special Agents of the FBI that 

has suspicions that Hales has been leaking informa- 
tion irom xiles in Hales’ former office to the press. 


“lais document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the TBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

its contents are not to be 
d" **‘cd o’djide your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU ST '.M.E'TT\T‘2H 

0. S. DEPAR1MENT OK lOSTiCS / 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, / / 
MAY 8 

1TELEEYPB ' 


5-8-S2 12-2<$ PM CST CJH 

DIRECTOR, FBI, SACS EL PASO, DALLAS 
SAC, SAN ANTONIO /S7-5925/ 2-P 

O 

BI LLIE SOL ES.TES. 

BRIBERY - CONFLICT OF INTEREST 



I Miss Holmcu 
: Miss Gandy 



AT TEN FIFTY A. M., THIS DATE, 

CRIMINAL DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, REQUESTED RESIDENT AGENT, 

AUSTIN, TEXAS, THAT TELEPHONE RECORDS FOR MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE 

COMPANY, PECOS, TEXAS, BE EXAMINED FOR NINETEEN SIXTY ONE TO DATE WITH 

RESPECT TO ALL INCOMING AND OUTGOING LD CALLS CHARGED TO ESTES. IN ' 
PARTICULAR, 


h6 

*blC 


TO CHECK FOR CAL Ljtfs MADE ON JAN. FOURTEEN, 


FEB, SEVENTEEN, FEB. EIGHTEEN, AND FEB. TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY TWO, AND Alii 
OTHER CALLS ON OTHER DATES FROM DR RALPHS, MC LEAN, VIRGINIA, PHONE 

NUMBER UNKNOWN, THAT WERE CHARGED TO ESTES-S TELEPHONE. I " IviSES 
BUREAU WOULD KNOW DR. RALPHS. ^ ' 


ADVISED HE IS LEAVING AUSTIN, TEXAS, AND WILL BE IN 
CARE OF ud HUUKNlIt OFFICE, EITHER SAN ANTONIO OR FORT WORTH, TEXAS, 
THIS AFTERNOON. HE WANTS THIS INFORMATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, WANTS 

THE RESULTS CALLED INTO WASHINGTON, P, C. FOI^ ATTENTION OF^WiG MILLER, 
CRIMINAL DIVISION, OR 

END PAGE ONE 0(414 
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ti MAY 15 1962 



PAGE TWO 


AT ELEVEN TWENTY FIVE A. M. SAC TELEPHONIC ALLY DISCUSSED 


REQUEST WITH 


WHO WAS STILL IN AUSTIN. HE ADVISED HE IS PRIM/J^ i| 

b7C 


INTERESTED AT THIS TIME IN TELEPHONE CALLS MADE FROM THE RESIDENCE OF 


DR. RALPH THAT WERE CHARGED TO ESTES HOME PHONE NUMBER, PARTICULARLY 
ON THE DATES SET FORTH ABOVE. THIS INFORMATION IS REQUESTED ON URGENT 
BASIS. HE ADVISED THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO REVIEW ALL CALLS BUT 
THE FIRST STEP TO BE TAKEN WOULD BE THOSE MADE BY DR. RALPH AND CHARGED 
TO ESTES HOME PHONE. BUREAU ADVISE EL PASO AND DALLAS WITH REGARD TO 
INVESTIGATION. 

END ADN ACK PS. 

WAS 2-33 PM OK FBI WA DA 

EP OK FBI EP JRH 

DL OK FBI DL NW 

TU DISC 
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6Cs 
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CallaM^^ 

JZonvad 
Jj De Loach 
■* ^ans . 
alone 



^Hosen, 
^Sillivan; 
^Tavel _ 



Trotter 

' Telet'Koom ! 
Holmes 
anjL^ * 





Avis 

SX (ESTES ) 


ORVi l 



I, 


// 


REE MAN FACES QUESTION 
THTOrriflTH BILLIE SO 





WASHINGTON— AGRICULTURE SECRET AR 
NEWSMEN TODAy^NnO^ETPARTMENr^RE 
TEXAS FARM TYCOON WHO WAS INDICTED ON FRAUD CHARGES7 

FREEMAN SCHEDULED A NEWS CONFERENCE AT 11:00 A.M., HIS FIRST SINCE 
ESTES WAS INDICTED LAST MONTH. THE NEWS SESSION CAME AMID NEW * 
REPUBLICAN DEMANDS FOR A BROAD INQUIRY INTO THE ESTES CASE. 

REP. PAUL FINDLEY, R-ILL ,, SAID HE HAD WRITTEN FREEMAN URGING HIM 
TO TESTIFY BEFORE THE HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE TO CLARIFY v . 

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS* DEALINGS WITH ESTES AND "RESTORE • 
PUBLIC CONFIDENCE" IN THE DEPARTMENT. ’ 

5/7— GE 8 5k A 






mu 




*. Ji tU'rilCE 

"«Efir & 

41 M’J 'l 


i- • 


7^^ 

67 MAY 16 1962' 


7 

' ur 


- * 








Jltfl I t 
'Vi MAY ^ 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 

- J 1 

united Stages government 

Memorandum 


Tolson . 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 



Mr. Belmon; 


date: May 7 , 1962 


A. Rose 



BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 




This is to set forth comments weighing the advisability 
of furnishing certain information to Secretary of Agriculture 
Freeman. It is something we should not normally do since he is 
a party of interest in the investigation. 

However, the information is based on an interview of 
a Department of Agriculture employee. The employee gave us the 
information from certain notes which he has retained. 

BACKGROUND 

" * 4 

William E. Morris v/as Administrative Assistant to 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Dr. James T. Ralph. As a 
jresult of administrative action by the Department of Agriculture, 

! he is being discharged from his job effective May 18, 1962. 


In order to dismiss him he was afforded a Veterans 
Preference hearing . There was no cross-examination and no transcript 

gome results of the heading were made 


1t of the proceedings was made f gome results of the hearsing were m ade 
part of 'the summary and Assistant General Counsel| b6 

Department of Agriculturei — series of notes whigh~weg£ not y *>7c 


included in ;fhe summary. 


as^ d on his notes, 
made statements"!^ 


|is maintaining his nobes.^ 

n interview bycFBI Agents; ' 




enct to indicate that certain .gromihent 
political personages were involved with Estes; specifically-, t^fe names 
of Congressman Andersen (Republican-Minnesota) , Congressman Jamie 
Whitten (Democrat-Miss iss ippi) , Congressman George Mahon (Democrat- 
Texas), 'Senator Yarborough (Democrat-Texas) , and Edmondson 
(Democra^t-rOkiahoma) , were mentioned. , 9 “70 V ^ 

HEC- 3i 

11 MAY 15 1962 

We have advised the Attorney General and furn ished the 


ACTION TAKEN 


H Department with the summary of the hearing as Well as all tjfe 
available details. 

PI 


Enclosure 

1 - Mr.- : DeLoach »-,/ 
1 - Mr.' Evans •• 


/ 




Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


With due consideration to the fact that Freeman is a 
party of interest since the testimony is based on notes under 
his control, we feel that it is desirable ^.or^r e cord purposes , 
that the results of the interview be given to ^^^an*“1mwrxCing 
Thus t he record will show the information we have received and 
prevent lor someone else in the Department from changing 

the stcL, I 





T 


< V ^ 

S ACT San Antonio was <SRed as a result of non- 
specific information submitted him in a letter to the 
Director concerning the airplane owned by Vice President 
Johnson. This information is being submitted to the 



,'<5.4 

A V'V 

i K- 


i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU O'- X ELATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
id AY 7 1962 


EQLJSXXE 



T 5-7-62 8-21 PM CST JWD 

DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ 


FROM. SAC- SAN ANTONIO 



( J> also mm % am) o 

BILLIE SOrlSTES, AKfr-., <E¥- AL , BRIBERY - CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 


RE TELEPHONE CALL OF MR. WELTE TODAY CONCERNING VICE PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON-S AIRPLANE. 

AT RECEPTION FOR NEWLY APPOINTED FEDERAL JUDGE REYNALDO 
GARZA, LAREDO, TEXAS, JULY TWENTY SEVEN OR TWENTY EIGHT, SIXTY ONE, 
UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL MADE REMARK IT WOULD HAVE BEEN NICE IF THE 
VIC£ PRESIDENT COULD HAVE USED HIS -QUOTE ^BROWN AND ROOT PLANE"mWOTE- 
TO ATTEND. SIMILAR REMARK HEARD AT SHERI FF-S CONVENTION MC ALLEN, 
TEXAS, SAME WEEK. 

CASUAL REMARKS IN THIS VEIN MADE SEVERAL TIMES BY PERSONS NOT 
RECALLED IN GROUP CONVERSATIONS WHERE I WAS PRESENT. THESE PERSONS 
NOT QUESTIONED TO AVOID BECOMING INVOLVED IN SUCH DISCUSSIONS. 

SA WILLIAM E. OGLESBY, THIS OFFICE, ADVISED THAT AT PRIVATE 
PARTY IN SAN ANTONIO AT CHRISTMAS TIME, AN INSURAN.CE-.MAN WHOSE NAME. 


w 





BUT 


— fiEC* 34 r\ 

IS NOT RECALLED, CLAIMED “Rif WROTE POLICT ON J‘“ 

POLICY NOT IN JOHNSON-S NAME AS INSURANCE MAN JOHNSON 

OWNED THE PLANE. HE INDICATED THAT CHECK IN PAYMENT AFTlfTPLAJJE 
CRASHED WAS TURNED OVER TO ATTORNEYS NOT IDENTIFIED. 

| MR. BELK3KT FOR THE DIRECTOR 



PAGE TWO 


BE P 


ROTECTED, 


SAN ANTONIO, WHOSE IDENTITY SHOULD 
SA OGLESBY, HAS INDICATED GENERAL 


CONVERSATIONS OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS THAT INSURANCE CHECK ON 
PLANE HAD CAUSED CONCERN BECAUSE NO ONE WOULD CLAIM THE CHECK. 

REITERATED THIS RUMOR AS RECENT AS APRIL FOUR SUGGESTING 


BROWN AND ROOT RUMORED TO OWN PLANE. 

THIS STORY, MOSTLY IN RUMOR FORM WAS SUBMITTED AS HAVING 
POSSIBLE EFFECT ON ELECTION IF PUBLICIZED AFTER I OVERHEARD TWO 
POLITICIANS, NOT KNOWN TO ME, IN SAN ANTONIO HOTEL LOBBY 
DISCUSSING WHETHER THE PLANE BROWN AND ROOT GAVE JOHNSON WOULD 
COME UP IN THE FINAL WEEK OF THE ELECTION. 

FOR BUREAU-S INFORMATION VICE PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS POPULAR 
SUBJECT IN POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS BY MOST PEOPLE IN TEXAS. THOSE WHO 
DO NOT LIKE HIM CONTINUALLY HINT HE HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN MANY THINGS 
TO ACQUIRE HIS APPARENT WEALTH AND CONJECTURE THIS BECAUSE OF PAST 
ALLEGED ASSOCIATION WITH OWNERS OF BROWN AND ROOT. NO INQUIRIES OR 
QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN POSED BECAUSE OF SPECULATIVE AND GENERAL NATURE 
OF COMMENTS AND REMARKS ALL ATTRIBUTABLE TO FEELINGS ON POLITICAL 
MATTERS. 

END AND' AC K PLS 
WA 10-29 PM OK FBI WA LVS 
TU LVS DISC 
M 
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URGENT 5 -S - 62 2- 48 PM JLW 

yTO DIRECTOR 3 29-28704 AND SACS DALLAS AND EL PASO 

FROM SAC NEW YORK 87-260 66 2P 

o(te£ 


BILLIE SOlT ESTES* , ET AL, ITSP - MF*, CONSPIRACY /OO - EL PASO/. RE 
DALLAS TEL TO BUREAU FIVE SEVEN SIXTYTWO AND NEW YORK AIRTEL TO 
BUREAU /C.C DALLAS AND EL PASO/ FOUR FOUR SIXTYTWO. 

RE NEW YORK AIRTEL FORWARDED DALLAS ONE COPY FD THREE ZERO TWO, 

CIT CORP., NEW YORK CITY. EL PASO 


1/ 


b6 

b7C 


FURNISHED TWO PHOTOSTATS EACH FIVE CHATTEL MORTGAGES ALONG WITH 
PHOTOSTATS CHECKS ISSUED SUPERIOR BY CIT. 

IT IS NOTED 


Advised only contracts in excess of one hundred 


THOUSAND DOLLARS FOf 


ms? 

COMPANIES DOING BUSINESS WITH 


' YORK OFFICE CIT FOR APPROVAL A I 

REC- 34 &0 ' 5 >? ~?d 

CIT HAD N«^&©&-TG-B&LIEVE AN1 


¥ 


)ED NEW YORK OFFICE CII FOR APPROVAL ANI 

p ^ 

iY 

CONTRACTS FORWARDED NEW YORK. ADVISED Q$IfliffSlSL1I96E ONTRACTS NEGOTIATED 
BY CIT WITH EXCEPTION OF FIVE FURNISHED-WBRE IN HANDS' CIT, DALLAS, 

END PAGE ONE 


67 WAY 16 1962' 


MR. BELMONT FOR THE DIRECTOR 


J 




PAGE TWO 


AND HE WOULD INSTRUCT THEM TO FURNISH SAME TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION. 


b6 

ADVISED FIVE EIGHT SlXTYTWO IN ORDER TO FURNISH INFORMAT 1 0N=7c 
REQUESTED NECESSARY TO REVIEW ALL CONTRACTS AND ESTIMATED SUCH 
REVIEW WOULD TAKE ONE WEEK. ADVISED HE DOES NOT HAVE PERSONNEL OR 
SPACE AVAILABLE FOR SUCH A REVIEW AND INASMUCH AS HE HAS PREVIOUSLY 
FURNISHED CONTRACTS TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, HE DOES 
NOT FEEL IT ENCUMBENT UPON HIM TO MAKE ADDITIONAL COPIES AT THIS TIME. 

HE ADVISED IF HE WAS GIVEN LOAN NUMBERS HE WOULD MAKE AVAILABLE 

STATED ALL DETAILS CIT 


COPIES ANY SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS NECESSARY. 

DEALINGS IN HANDS CIT, DALLAS. 

EL PASO FURNISH COPIES OF MATERIAL PREVIOUSLY FORWARDED BY NEW YORK 
TO DALLAS, DALLAS SHOULD REVIEW FD THREE ZERO TWO FORWARDED BY NEW 
YORK AND DISCUSS WITH APPROPRIATE USA IN VIEW OF CRUMP-S STATEMENT 
AS TO TRANSPORTATION OF DOCUMENTS. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


END 

NY R 3 WA RAM 
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V M\ 


A Special Inquiry investigation was conducted concerning 
Godfrey for White House in 1/61. Position involved not stated. 

His professional associates, neighbors and social acquaintances 
interviewed during the investigation stated they held him in high 
regard. He has been employed by the Department of Agriculture in 
North Carolina, from 1934 to 1961 in various administrative positions. 
He is presently the Administrator of the Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service of the Department of Agriculture, Washington, 


D. C. 


Lt~i& 




| G odfrey fc 

in the Department of Agriculture in North Carolina, who has Known h 

Godfrey since 1934 has now furnished the Charlotte Office with t 

general accusations concerning Godfrey. These accusations are of 
an administrative nature; however, one of the accusations concern 
Godfrey*s alleged association with a female in a hotel room during 
a convention held 4/61 in Asheville, North Carolina. This was 
subsequent to our investigation of Godfrey. 

I general accusations concerned gambling from 1955 fc 

to early lyoi by Agricultural officia te and employees at Agricultural b 
meetings in Raleigh, North Carolina. | also alleged that Godfrey 

showed partiality in connection with granting of contracts for 
delivery of Federal supplied lime to farmers (late 1940* s to 1955), 
and in the purchase of air conditioning units for the Department of 
Agriculture (1957) . He also alleged Godfrey purchased a car in 1956 
and possibly received a discount on purchase of the car. He did name 
individuals in the Department of Agriculture who engaged in gambling 
with Godfrey, but had no positive information regarding the other 
iallegations stating that they were merely rumors among the Department 
(of Agriculture officials in North Carolina. Identities not known to him. 

In regard to the information furnished by it is k 

I noted that -.-during, our investigation eight Department oi Agriculture fc 
land North Carolina" iSt’ate officials who ha ve C known \‘ and worked with 
Godfrey for many years were interviewed and spoke highly of Godfrey . 

They stated he -is a capable individual, an excellent administrator, 

1 -Mr. Rosen ' , 1 ■ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Evans 
RE: HORACE DAVID GODFREY 


and a dependable, honest and trustworthy individual. They stated 
Godfrey in 1957 was the recipient of a superior service award from 
the Department of Agriculture, and he has received national recog- 
nition in connection with his work in the field of agriculture. 

Fifteen other persons* which included social acquaintances, 
neighbors, the pastor of his church, the Vice President of the bank 
of Charlotte, the farm editor of the Raleigh, North Carolina, 
newspaper "The News and Observer," when interviewed furnished 
favorable comments concerning Godfrey, and they also recommended 
him for a position of trust and confidence. 

On 5/7/62 Mr. 0* Donnell at the White House advised that 
the foregoing information should not be furnished to the Department 
of Agriculture at this time. He said he will advise the Bureau 
when this information should be disseminated to that department. 

ACTION: 


The attached transmittal letter and summary memorandum 
be furnished to the White House. Also, in view of the circumstances, 
the attached transmittal letter and summary memoranda be furnished 
to the Attorney General and Deputy Attorney General. The Y/hite 
House is being advised that no investigation is being conducted 
regarding above information in absence of a specific request. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) AND SACS DALLAS (58-188)“AND --« - /r f 


EL PASO (29-351) 
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FROM: SAG^/FO (87-8242) 

E SO^ESTES, E’ 


ET AL 


BILLIE 

BRIBERY; COI 
(00:DL) 

REREP OF SA MANNING C. CLEMENTS, APRIL TWENTY LAST AT 
DALLAS; DALLAS AIRTEL TO WFO MAY ONE LAST; BUREAU AIRTELS TO WFO 
MAY THREE, SEVEN AND EIGHT LAST; DALLAS TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY 
SEVEN LAST; AND WFO AIRTEL TO BUREAU MAY FOUR LAST. 

ON INSTANT DATE DR. JAMES T. RALPH, FORMER ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE PAREN USDA END 
PAREN, SIGNED SWORN STATEMENT AT WFO INCORPORATING RESULTS OF 
INTERVIEW WITH HIM ON MAY EIGHT LAST AT WFO. IN SWORN STATEMENT 
DR. RALPH AGAIN STATES THAT THE PANTS OF AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
SUITS HE TRIED ON AT NEIMAN DASH MARCUS STORE ON SEPTEMBER EIGHT . 
SIXTYONE WERE MARKED OR PINNED UP. HE ADVISED THAT THE CLERKS 
IN THE STORE WERE AGGRESSIVE AND THE MARKING OR PINNING TOOK 
PLACE AT THE* INSTIGATION OF THE CLERKS AND ESTES. HE HAS NO 
KNOWLEDGE, THAT ANY SALES SLIPS OR ALTERATIONS TICKETS WERE PREPARE!) 




:J • u t 

CONCERNING ANY SUITS ‘HE TREED 


Bureau 


r 


"2 -■ Teletype Unit 
1 - New York (BY MAIL) 


OJfcrp HE ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT TELL 
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WFO 87-8242 
PAGE WO 

ANY CLERK IN THE STORE OR ESTES THAT HE WOULD TAKE THE SUITS, 

DID NOT PURCHASE THE SUITS AND DID NOT AUTHORIZE ESTES TO PURCHASE 
SUITS FOR HIM. HE ADVISED THAT ESTES DID NOT GIVE HIM ANY 
SUITS THAT HE TRIED ON AT THE STORE ON SEPTEMBER EIGHT SIXTYONE 
OR ANY TIME AND THESE SUITS WERE NOT SENT TO HIM EITHER BY THE 
STORE OR ESTES IN EITHER DALLAS, WASHINGTON, D. C. , OR AT HIS 
RESIDENCE IN MCLEAN, VIRGINIA. HE DOES NOT REMEMBER HAVING 
ANY CONTACTS WITH ESTES IN WASHINGTON, D. C. ,, DURING PERIOD 
SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN TO TWENTY, SIXTYONE, ALTHOUGH STATES THAT IF 
THIS WAS PERIOD THAT NATIONAL COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
WAS HELD THAT HE WOULD HAVE SEEN ESTES IF HE WAS AT THE MEETING 
IN WASHINGTON , D. C. , DURING THESE DATES. 

HE FURTHER CLAIMS THAT WHILE IN STORE ON SEPTEMBER EIGHT, 
SIXTYONE, HE ONLY TRIED ON A PAIR OF ALLIGATOR SHOES AND DOES 
NOT RECALL TRYING ON OTHER TYPES OF SHOES ON THIS DATE. HE HAS 
NO DIRECT KNOWLEDGE THAT ESTES PURCHASED ANY CLOTHING OR SHOES 
AT THE NEIMAN DASH MARCUS STORE AND HAD SUCH ITEMS SENT TO THE 
SHERATON DASH DALLAS HOTEL IN DALLAS AND DENIES RECEIVING ANY 
SHOES FROM ESTES. 
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Y/FO 87-8242 
PAGE THREE 

HE CLAIMS HE VISITED NEIMAN DASH MARCUS STORE ON OCTOBER 
TY/ENTYFOUR , SIXTYONE, FOR PURPOSE OF EXCHANGING TWO SHIRTS FOR 
HIS FATHER DASH IN DASH LAY/, PETER MC CULLOCH WHO IS RETIRED 
AND RESIDES WITH RALPH. RALPH PRODUCED ON INSTANT DATE A PAPER 
DATED MAY NINE INSTANT CAPTIONED QUOTE STATEMENT OF PETER MC 
CULLOCH END QUOTE Y7HICH IS SIGNED PETER MC CULLOCH. IN THE 
STATEMENT MC CULLOCH STATES THAT ON OR ABOUT OCTOBER ONE, 
SIXTYONE, HE RECEIVED IN THE MAIL A PACKAGE CONTAINING SIX 
SHIRTS AND TO BEST OF HIS MEMORY THE PACKAGE WAS MAILED BY A 
MR. WILSON OF DALLAS, TEXAS. HE DID NOT NOTICE THE POSTMARK 
ON THE PACKAGE. HE STATES THAT ON OCTOBER TY/ENTYFOUR, SIXTYONE, 
HE HAD RALPH EXCHANGE WO OF THE SHIRTS WHICH Y/ERE COLORED FOR 
Y/HITE SHIRTS Y/HILE IN DALLAS. MC CULLOCH CLAIMS IN THE STATEMENT 
THIS THE EXTENT OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OR MEMORY ON THE SHIRTS SENT TO 
HIM. 

RALPH IN HIS SIGNED STATEMENT AGAIN ADMITTED RECEIVING WO 
ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR POSTAL MONEY ORDERS /PMOS/ FROM ESTES IN 
EARLY JANUARY, LAST. HE CLAIMS WILLIAM E. MORRIS, HIS ASSISTANT, 
ADVISED HIM THAT HE HAD ALSO RECEIVED A PMO FROM ESTES. 


Approved: 


Sent 
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WFO 87-8242 
PAGE FOUR 

RALPH STILL CLAIMS THAT MORRIS TYPED UP A MEMORANDUM 
SETTING OUT THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PMOS WHICH HE SIGNED 
AND MORRIS SENT TO SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE FREEMAN. RALPH 
STATED HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO LOCATE A COPY OF THE MEMORANDUM 
TO DATE. HE ALSO CLAIMED THE MEMORAMDUM TO THE BEST OF HIS 
RECOLLECTION COVERED THE PMO RECEIVED BY MORRIS. 

N. BATTLE HALES, FORMER STAFF ASSISTANT, STATE AND COUNTY 
OPERATIONS, AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION AND CONSERVATION SERVICE 
/ASCS/, USDA , CONTACTED ON INSTANT DATE FOR CLARIFICATION 
CONCERNING PERTINENT DOCUMENTS CONTAINED IN HIS FORMER FILES 
RELATING TO THE ESTES COTTON POOLED ALLOTMENT CASE SET FORTH 
IN REFERENCED WFO AIRT1L MAY FOUR LAST. 

HALES ADVISED AT THIS TIME THAT THE DOCUMENTS EXHIBITED 
TO HIM WERE ONLY EXAMPLES, POINTED OUT THAT THE ESTES MATTER 
WAS A COMPLEX SITUATION AND EACH DOCUMENT IN HIS FORMER FILES 
HAS A BEARING IN THIS MATTER. HE STATED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT 
IF ANYTHING OF VALUE WAS TO BE OBTAINED FROM HIM IN THIS MATTER 
THAT HE Y/OULD NEED TO HAVE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW RECORDS AND 
DOCUMENTS IN HIS FORMER FILES. 


Approved: 


Sent 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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WFO 87-8242 
PAGE FIVE 

INQUIRY THIS DATE WITH OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL /GC/ , 

USDA, DETERMINED THAT VOLUMINOUS RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE CONCERNING 
ESTES FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FURNISHED USDA REGARDING GRAIN 
WAREHOUSING ACTIVITIES. RECORDS CONSIST OF CONTRACTS, APPLICATION 
FOR APPROVAL AS WAREHOUSEMAN , FINANCIAL STATEMENTS , CORRESPONDENCE 
AND MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS. USDA BEGAN INVESTIGATION RE 
ACCURACY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS , BUT DISCONTINUED WHEN ADVISED 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /USDJ/ 


BY 


|TO DISCONTINUE INVESTIGATION AND HE WOULD HAVE FBI 

CONDUCT INVESTIGATION. GC , USDA, ALSO UNDERSTANDS FROM NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLES AND EITHER THROUGH 


TEXAS, 


THAT INTERNAL 

REVENUE SERVICE/ IRS/ ALSO CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION OF ESTES 
FINANCIAL MATTERS. 

SENATE MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE HAS ALSO REQUESTED DATA 
REGARDING ESTES FINANCIAL AFFAIRS AND DOCUMENTS BEING FURNISHED 
BY USDA TO THIS COMMITTEE. JAMES NAUGHTON, COUNSEL- CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEE /FOUNTAIN COMMITTEE/ HAS ALSO REQUESTED MATERIAL FROM 
USDA REGARDING ESTES AFFAIRS BUT INFORMATION/ TO DATE NOT 
PRIMARILY RELATED TO ESTES FINANCIAL STATUS. 


b6 
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WFO 87-8242 
FAGS SIX 

ASSISTANT TO DEPUTY GC, USDA, ADVISED 
THAT WALTER C. BERGER, COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS COMPANY, ATTENDED 
TOO CONFERENCES HELD AT USDA ON APRIL TOENTYSIX AND MAY THREE 
LAST, WHICH MEETINGS WERE REQUESTED BY 

FOR ESTES ESTATE AND THE CREDITORS OF THE ESTATE TO DISCUSS 
THE POSSIBILITY OF THE RECEIVERS CONTINUING TO OPERATE THE 
STORAGE FACILITIES OF ESTES UNDER AUTHORIZATION AND APPROVAL 
BY THE COURT AND UNDER TERMS SATISFACTORY TO THE COMMODITIES 
CREDIT CORPORATION /CCC/. GOVERNMENT MADE NO COMMITMENTS AS 
TO HOW LONG THE GRAIN WILL REMAIN IN STORAGE IN ESTES ELEVATORS. 
USDA INFORMED BY OFFICIALS OF COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS THAT ABOUT 
FIFTYSIX AND FIFTYSEVEN THEY STARTED SELLING ANHYDROUS AMMONIA 
TO ESTES ON OPEN CREDIT AND IN FIFTYEIGHT, ESTES OWED ABOUT 
TOO HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS 
MADE ESTES A NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR, FIVE YEAR LOAN, TOO 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS OF WHICH WAS USED TO PAY OFF 
OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS TO COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS. IN FIFTYNINE, 
COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS TOOK ASSIGNMENT FROM CCC OF ALL MONIES BEING 
PAID TO ESTES, DOING BUSINESS AS UNITED ELEVATORS FOR GRAIN 
STORAGE. THIS ASSIGNMENT AND GRAIN STORAGE AGREEMENT HANDLED 
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BY ASCS OFFICE IN DALLAS Y/HO HAVE FULL RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS 
FIELD. ALL PAYMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT ARE MADE BY ASCS OFFICE IN 
DALLAS AND DETAILS REGARDING ASSIGNMENT ARE MAINTAINED IN FISCAL 
FILE IN ASCS OFFICE, DALLAS. 

DALLAS Y/AREHOUSING FILES IN PROCESS OF BEING PHOTOSTATED 
FOR USDJ. USDA , DALLAS, PRESENTLY CONDUCTING 

INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF ESTES HAS INTERESTS IN OTHER 
ELEVATORS. USDA ALSO CHECKING Y/ITH THEIR LOCAL COMMODITY 
OFFICES TO DETERMINE WHAT DEALINGS THEY HAVE HAD Y/ITH COMMERCIAL 
SOLVENTS V/HILE EMPLOYED AT USDA , BERGER Y/AS IN CHARGE OF 
ADMINISTRATION OF GRAIN STORAGE AND COTTON ALLOTMENT PROGRAMS, 

BUT ALL DECISIONS Y/ERE MADE ON LOCAL LEVELS. CNOWS 

OF NO CLOSE CONTACTS OF BERGER IN USDA AT PRESENT TIME. 

FILES OF Y/FO REVEAL INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IN FIFTYSIX 
CONCERNING Yf ALTER CHARLES BERGER, SPI , USDA, BUREAU FILE SEVENTY 
SEVEN DASH SEVEN TV/O SIX ONE TWO; Y/FO FILS SEVEN SEVEN DASH 
FIVE SEVEN SIX SEVEN EIGHT. INVESTIGATION DISCLOSED BERGERS 
PERSONNEL FILE REFLECTED A QUESTION OF A CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
ON BERGERS PART, BUT RESOLVED BY USDA OFFICIALS NOISING NO 
APPARENT CONFLICT OF INTEREST EXISTED FOR APPOINTEE IN CONNECTION 
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WITH HIS FORMER EMPLOYER THE SHEA CHEMICAL COMPANY, BALTIMORE, 

MARYLAND. INVESTIGATION REFLECTED THAt| 

CONCERNING BERGER, CRITICIZING HIM 
FOR POLICIES IN HIS OFFICE IN USDA AND POINTING OUT THAT BERGER 
WAS SUBJECT OF A POSSIBLE CONFLICT OF INTEREST CASE. 

ROLAND F. BALLOU, ASSISTANT DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, FURNISHED 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME INFORMATION AS HE ALSO INDICATED 

IT WAS NOT UNUSUAL FOR AN ASSIGNMENT OF GRAIN STORAGE REVENUE 
TO BE DATED PRIOR TO DATE OF THE GRAIN STORAGE AGREEMENT. AS A 
RULE THE LOCAL ASCS OFFICE ACCEPTS ALL ASSIGNMENTS IF DULY 
ACQUIRED BY BOTH PARITES. MC CLEELAN COMMITTEE HAS REQUESTED 
PERTINENT DOCUMENTS FROM BALLOUS FILE, COPIES OF WHICH WILL 
ALSO BE FURNISHED TO USDJ. 

REFERENCE DALLAS TELETYPE MAY SEVEN LAST. RECORDS REA 
EXPRESS, WSHINGTON, D. C. , REVEAL THAT ON SEPTEMBER FIFTEEN, 
SIXTYONE, NE IMAN DASH MARCUS, DALLAS, SENT ONE PACKAGE TO 
BILLIE SOL ESTES AT THE WASHINGTON HOTEL, WASHINGTON , D. C. , 
PROBILL NUMBER FIVE THREE THREE NINE EIGHT ONE. NO DECLARED 
VALUE ON SHIPMENT WHICH WEIGHT WAS TWELVE POUNDS AND THE AIR 
CHARGES WERE SIX DOLLARS AND FORTYFOUR CENTS. THIS SHIPMENT 
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TRAVELED BY AIR FREIGHT AND WAS RECEIVED BY 
SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN, SIXTYONE, AT TWO THIRTY O’CLOCK P.M. 

WASHINGTON HOTEL, 


ON 


CONTACTED INSTANT DATE, IDENTIFIED SIGNATURE OF| 

ON PHOTOSTAT COPY OF PROBILL NUMBER FIVE THREE THREE NINE EIGHT 
ONE AS HIS. HE DOES NOT RECALL THE SPECIFIC CARTON RECEIVED 
ON INSTANT PROBILL CLAIMING HE RECEIVES TEN TO FIFTEEN SUCH 
ITEMS EACH DAY. STATES IN NORMAL COURSE OF BUSINESS, BOX 

WOULD HAVE BEEN TURNED OVER TO EITHER HOTEL ASSISTANT MANAGER 

_ MAi>£ 

OR BILL BOYS. CONTACT a WITH 

/teftSt- 


\iko ADVISED AS WHEN* PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED BY WFO, THAT NO RECORD 
MADE OF OTHER THAN INSURED OR REGISTERED MAIL ITEMS. 

HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF INSTANT CARTON NOR DOES THE 


HOTEL WASHINGTON, AN! 


ADVISED THAT THEY WERE CONTACTED 
BY JACK N. PRICE, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 'GENERAL OF TEXAS AND 
ANOTHER UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL SEVERAL DAYS AGO, WHO WENT 
THROUGH THE RECORDS OF THE WASHINGTON HOTEL TO DETERMINE IF 
ESTES HAD STAYED AT THE HOTEL DURING THE PERDD JULY THROUGH 
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THEY DID NOT LOCATE 


DECEMBER, SIXTYONE. ACCORDING TO| 

A RECORD FOR ESTES HAVING REGISTERED AT THE HOTEL. IT IS 
POINTED OUT IN THIS CONNECTION THAT WFO HAS DETERMINED THAT 
ESTES WAS REGISTERED AT THE HOTEL FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 
SEVENTEEN THROUGH TWENTY, SIXTYONE. 


PRICE AND THE OTHER INDIVIDUAL ALSO ASKED 

ItF A PACKAGE HAD BEEN DELIVERED FROM NEIMAN DASH MARCUS 

STORE TO THE HOTEL FOR ESTES. | | TOLD THESE INDIVIDUALS 

THAT NO RECORD IS MAINTAINED FOR OTHER THAN REGISTERED OR 
INSURED MAIL. 

ACCORDING TO PERSONNEL CONTACTED AT THE WASHINGTON HOTEL, 
PRICE AND THIS INDIVIDUAL WITH HIM DID NOT HAVE A COPY OF 
PROBILL NUMBER FIVE THREE THREE NINE EIGHT ONE. 

I PRICE DIVISION, ASCS, 


PRODUCED A COPY OF MINUTES OF QUOTE THE COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN WASHINGTON , D. C. ./SEPTEMBER NINTEEN TO TWENTY, 
SIXTYONE/ END QUOTE. THE MINUTES REVEALED THAT BILLIE SOL 
ESTES OF TEXAS WAS IN ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING AND ONE OF THE 
USDA PEOPLE PRESENT /FOR VARYING PERIODS OF TIME / WAS ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TO FREEMAN, RALPH. ACCORDING TOl I ESTES WAS 
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WFO 87-8242 
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ALSO IN WASHINGTON, D. C. , ON SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, SIXTYONE, 
ATTENDING A SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING OF THE COTTON ADVISORY 

RALPH DID NOT ATTEND THE 


COMMITTEE. ACCORDING TO 


MEETING ON SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, SIXTYONE. 

DALLAS IS REQUESTED TO RECHECIC THE RECORDS OF THE NEIMAN 
DASH MARCUS STORE DURING THE PERIOD PRIOR TO OCTOBER ONE, SIXTYONl] 
IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF ANY RECORD LOCATED OF PURCHASE OF 
SIX DOLLAR AND NINETYFIVE CENT SHIRTS MADE BY A MR WILSON. IT 
IS NOTED THAT RALPHS FATHER DASH IN DASH LAW, MC CULLOCH STATES 
SIX SHIRTS RECEIVED BY HIM ON OR ABOUT OCTOBER ONE, SIXTYONE. 

EL PASO REQUESTED TO CHECK RECORDS OF POST OFFICE AT EL 
PASO TO DETERMINE IF PARCEL POST PACKAGE SENT FROM EL PASO SEVERA3 
DAYS PRIOR TO OCTOBER ONE, SIXTYONE, BY WILSON TO MC CULLOCH 
AT FIVE NINE TWO TWO SEACLIFF ROAD, MC LEAN, VIRGINIA. 

WFO W ILL HOLD IN ABEYANCE INTERVIEW OF MC CULLOCH PENDING 
CHECK OF RECORDS OF NEIMAN DASH MARCUS AND EL PASO POST OFFICE. 

DALLAS WILL REVIEW FISCAL FILES OF ASCS OFFICE FOR PERTINENT 
INFORMATION REGARDING ASSIGNMENT OF GRAIN STORAGE FEES TO 
COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS COMPANY BY ESTES. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


b6 

b7C 


Special Agent in Charge 
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WFO 87-S&2 
PAGE TWELVE 

DALLAS AND EL PASO ARE TO CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION 
TO DETERMINE EXTENT OF. /'.INVESTIGATION BY IRS REGARDING ESTES 
FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, REGARDING GRAIN WAREHOUSING ACTIVITIES. 

COPY OF TELETYPE TO NEW YORK FOR INFORMATION DUE TO THEIR 
INTEREST IN COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS COMPANY. 

FOR INFORMATION OF THE RICHMOND DIVISION, RALPH MADE 
AVAILABLE TO WFO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONCERNING HIS ACCOUNTS 
AT THE FAIRFAX COUNTY NATIONAL BANK AND OTHER BANK ACCOUNTS 
LOCATED IN LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY , AND SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA. 

WFO WILL EXAMINE TH£S£ACCOUNT5" WFO CONTACTING OTHER PERSONNEL 
WASHINGTON HOTEL FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING CARTON RECEIVED 
ON SEPTEMBER SIXTEEN BY ESTES. 

WFO HOLDING IN ABEYANCE FUTURE CONTACT WITH HALES AND REVIEW 
RECORDS IN HIS FORMER FILES PENDING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE 
BUREAU. 


O' ~V ^ 

A OF RE 
^ f BU 


WFO HOLDING IN ABEYANCE INVESTIGATION OF ESTES FINANCIAL 
//STATEMENTS IN GRAIN WAREHOUSING ACTIVITIES PENDING ADVISE 
FROM EL PASO, DALLAS AND BUREAU IN ORDER TO AVOID DUPLICATING 
OF INVESTIGATIVE EFFORT. 

* * I , . 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. P 


y 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


OfTlOf^L fORM HO. 10 


# 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum. 


Mr. Belmont 


A. Roseif 


date: May 9, 1962 


BILLIE SOfi ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


Towbn _ 
I Qflmont 1 

Gjjtlahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans __ 


r Tavel _! 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy ^ 






| of the Department, who is handling the Sol 

Estes matter, telephonically advised SA Curran on this date that the Department 
was going to forward a request for further investigation into the deaths of 
Henry H. Marshall and George A, Krutilek. Both of these individuals had 
some corm ection in the Estes case and died under mysterious circumstances. 

|was informed by Curran that there did not appear to be any jurisdiction 
for the investigation, however, that we would advise further after the request 
had been received. 

henry h.- Marshall 

The Department, -by mremor andum dated April 27, 1962, requested a 
discreet inquiry as to the cause of the death of Marshall in accordance with the 
coroner’s, report and whether or not Marshall was covered under the Assaulting 
of Federal Officer Statute. 

'* * 

The Department was advised by letter dated May 4, 1962, ,pf the facts \ 
concerning Marshall’s employment with the Department of Agriculture. It was M 
pointed out that discreet inquiry disclosed that Mr. Marshall was shot five time's 
by a . 22 caliber bolt-action rifle while on his farm at Franklin, Texas. .A copy 
of the certificate of death for Mr. Marshall, dated June 12, 1961^ stated that 
Marshall died of ’’gunshot wounds — self-inflicted — suicide— 4 :00>to 5:00 p.m. , 
June 3, 1961. ’ r 

The statutes covering the assaulting of a Federal officer specifically 
state what personnel are covered. The Department was advised that 
Mr. Marshall was not covered by the statute and- that nb further inquiry would^ 
j be made in the absence of a specific request. 2 . g. yo y t 

Mar shall, was copn$g\ed to the Estes! investiga|ibn>by the fact that at 

I the time of his death he was one of the men concerned will? li^l^ation of 

Estes’ activities, according to Secretary of Agriculture* Freem an’s statem ent^ 
to the press. £*■ ’•»*.. l '".Zo ~ tamaBsa 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ^ \ 

1 - Mr. Evans ril v 

TWC rige ^ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 



GEORGE A/^ KRUTILEK 


T" • 

Krutilek, a certified public accountant who had worked for Estes, 
was found dead in his automobile on April 5, 1962. Krutilek was a "finder" 
for Estes in that he located farmers who would be interested in entering into 
the fraudulent transactions with Estes. Local authorities first believed he 

I had died from carbon monoxide fumes and thereafter concluded that he had 
actually died of heart failure. 


ACTION 


After receipt of the request, appropriate recommendations will 
be made; however, it appears on the basis of the facts known that there is 
no legitimate basis for FBI jurisdiction in this particular request. 
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date: May 11, 1962 




A 


subject: 


O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



3>JS f* 

A request has bieen'received from the Department that we 
conduct investigation into the deaths of Henry H. Marshall and 
George A^SCrutilek. Marshall was formerly an Agriculture Department 
official who was found dead June 3, 1961, from five bullet wounds 
from a rifle that had to be pumped each time it was fibred. His 
death was ruled a suicide. Krutilek, a Certified Public Accountant ‘ 
who had worked for Estes, was found dead in his automobile on 
April 5, 1962. Krutilek was a "finder" for Estes in that he located 
farmers who would be interested in entering into fraudulent activities ^ 
with Estes. .Local authorities first believed he had died from 
carbon monoxide fumes and thereafter concluded that he had actually 
died of heart failure. ^ 


I It appears that this is a matter in which we have no 

investigative jurisdiction; however, since the Department has made 
this specific request there does not appear to be any basis for us\ 
to refuse to conduct the investigation in view of the importance of 
the Estes Master. 

Offices conducting this investigation are being instructed 
to proceed cautiously so as to, if possible, avoid inquiries from 
the press indicating the FBI is thoroughly investigating this matter. 
They are to determine the qualifications of the individual (coroner 
or doctor) who determined cause of death of each; basis on which 
ruling was made; what evidence hd had; what evidence is now available 
such as bullets, guns, etc.; did local police investigate deaths; 
determine if bodies in decomposed condition, at time bodies were 
found; review local police investigation; review pewspaper morgue for 
articles which appeared at time of deaths; dates of burial of each. 
The Department of Agriculture personnel file on Marshall will be 
reviewed by an Agent of the Washi nfirtori 1 Field. Office^ This file is in 

; $R8TSiifg n ^^ r \ 

1 - Mr. 'DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


ACTION: 


Investigating Offices are being instructed to complete 
this investigation by May 16, 1962. After this phase of the 
investigation is completed, this matter will again be discussed 
with the Department to determine if any additional investigation 
is desired. Teletype to Dallas, San Antonio, El Paso and 
Washington Field attached. 

It is pointed out that this inquiry should be conducted with 
Uview to establishing whether there is any connection between Marshall* s 
If death, the death of Mr. George A. Krutilefc, and the activities of 
II Billie Sol Estes. \ 
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date: May 9, 1962 



o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 





This is in connection with a news item which appeared in United 
Press International on May 7, 1962, which stated, in part, "Freeman said 
he was withholding any final opinion on Ralph pending an FBI report. ’* 

vi 

Thi.s^is the exact duplicate of the statement which appeared in a 
similar t xelease on April 30, 1962, in which the same remark was made by 
an Assistant tcrthe Secretary of Agriculture. As a result of the item 
which appeaie'<p|on April 30, we advised the "Attorney General by letter dated 
May'l, that Secretary Freeman was advised telephonically on April 25, 1962, 
and by aM^pnfir'ming letter on April 26, 1962, that our investigation of the 
bribery allegation against Ralph was complete unless and until there is 
some evidence of official action by Department of Agriculture employees. 
Secretary Freeman was advised by letter dated May 1, 1962, that we had 
completed investigation of Dr. Ralph and referred him to the Department 
with reference to any action or information. 

1 1 The Department, in response to a request by us, advised on May 1, 

1 1 1962, that they were unable to reach a decision as to whether a bribery did 
] j or did not exist. The Department advised that they were in the process of 
1 1 requesting further investigation and would advise us when a decision was 
I J reached. Since then, we have obtained at the Department’s request the - 
» transcripts of the hearings held by State Attorney General Wilson and these 
I were given to the Department this morning. It is believed that a review of 
|the transcripts of the hearings is the further investigation to be done by the 
jlDepartm^it. 

< ©5Ciostj®a 

news release dated May 7, 1962, also contains a statement 
* | attributed to Freeman that "as soon as he receivqd. reports that Estes had 
I relations with the department •other than appropriate*’ ; he called for a complete 
( review and sent the information to the /FBI..” ' ~ 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 

TWC:jlt:ige 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


Actually, the Department of Agriculture stated that they first 
became aware of the gifts to employees by Estes on Wednesday, April 11, 

1962, at which time they initiated an investigation. Our liaison Agent 
contacted the Department of Agriculture on April 13, 1962, since the 
information from both our Dallas Office and in the press made it appear 
that there was sufficient basis for a bribery investigation. The Department 
of Agriculture did furnish the information to our liaison Agent when contacted. 

4 The statement is partially incorrect in that they furnished the information when 
Iwe went to them rather than sent it to us. Since it could be that Mr. Freeman 
was advised the information had been sent through liaison channels, which 
would in effect be true, it is not felt that we should get into a discussion 
about this matter. 

ACTION: 


. Since we have previously advised Secretary Freeman of the 

incorrectness of his stand and he has specifically ignored our previous 
advice to him, it is not felt that we should enter into further discussion 
of the matter. 

Since the Department on May 1, 1962, advised that they were 
aware of our request for an opinion on the bribery violation at the earliest 
opportunity and planned to review the transcripts * it is not felt that an 
additional letter to the Department is necessary at this time. However, 
after the transcript is reviewed, we will again request an opinion from 
the Department. 
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. 06 ADD 2 ESTES, WASHINGTON (UPI-SS) 

J FREEMAN SAID ESTES’ APPOINTMENT TO- THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COTTON 
/COUNCIL WAS RECOMMENDED BY A NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE COTTON INDUSTRY 
v/AND THAT THEY WERE ENDORSED BY SEN. RALPH YARBOROUGH, D-TEX. 

» AT. THAT TIME, THE CABINET MEMBER SAID. THAT HE HAD NEVER MET ESTES, 
THAT HE DID NOT KNOW HIS NAME OR REPUTATION, AND THAT THE ACTUAL 
APPOINTMENT TO THE COUNCIL WAS MADE BY AN UNDERSECRETARY CHARLES S, 
MURPHY 

|i MURPHY INTERJECTED TO SAY THAT VICE PRESIDENT LYNDON B, JOHNSON HAD 
II MADE NO RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING THE APPOINTMENT, 

u IN REGARD TO THE THREE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYES, FREEMAN SAID THAT SO 
IfAR AS HE. KNEW THERE HAD BEEN NO ADVERSE REPORT ON THE APPOINTMENT OF 
II JACOBS. HE SAID THAT MORRIS WAS APPOINTED UNDER CIVIL SERVICE 
(REGULATIONS. RALPH WAS NAMED TO HIS POST BY FREEMAN. 

RAL PH, THE SECRETARY SAID, DENIED THAT HE PURCHASED ANYTHING WHILE 
ACCOMPANIED BY ESTES, BUT ADMITTED THAT HE WAS FITTED FOR SOME 
I CLOTHING, FREEMAN SAID RALPH DENIED BOTH TO HIM AND UNDER OATH IN 
TEXAS THAT HE ACCEPTED ANYTHING FROM ESTES. _ npuntxu , 

l» FREEMAN SAID HE WAS N I O NOr^AL P H 

AN_m~RE£0*£. RALPH IS, UNDER . APPOlW^ NTi^n ^llHTOTURAL ATTACHE 
1 TO THE PHI L I PPTNEST v ' -fet-vL. \ 

FREEMAN SAID THERE HAD BEEN NO PRESSURE PUT ON HIM TO DROP THE 
//DEPARTMENT'S INVESTIGATION OF THE ESTES CASE, OAT , 

"I WOULD VIOLENTLY REJECT ANY SUCH PRESSURE ,* FREEMAN SAID, 

IT WAS LEARNED, MEANWHILE, THAT RALPH OFFERED HIS RESIGNATION TO 

\| FRE A M SOURCE A SAID FREEMAN AND RALPH DISCUSSED Tffi QUESTION OF WHETHER 
RALPH SHOULD REMAIN ON THE GOVERNMENT PAYROLL WHILE THE CASE WAS UNDER 

THAT^RALP^RESIGN^BUT^WHEN^THE^SUBORDINATE LATER OFFERED TO QUIT, 

"’“SMXlS'^K w”i INGOING ABOUT HIS PREPARATIONS TO GO 

: 1| TO f1eNAN L SAI P D N THAT RALPH'S DEMOTION AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO THE 
lx llPOST OF AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE ESTES CASE. 
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* „ ADD 3 ESTES, WASHINGTON 

ft FREEMAN SAID "NO" WHEN ASKED IF KE KNEW OF ANY POLITICAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS EVER BEING SOLICITED FROM ESTES, 

FREEMAN WAS ASKED IF HE HAD EVER MET ESTES. HE SAID THAT TO HIS BEST 
RECOLLECTION HE MET ESTES ONE DAY WHEN THE TEXAN WAS IN THE DEPARTMENT 
TO CONFER WITH GENERAL COUNSEL JOHN BAGWELL. ^ 

FREEMAN SAID UNDER QUESTIONING ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT ACTION IN LOCKING 
N, BATTLE HALES FROM HIS OFFICE, WHICH CONTAINED ESTES FILES, THAT THE 
ACTION WAS TAKEN BECAUSE IT WAS POSSIBLE NATIONAL SECURITY WAS 
INVOLVED. KE DID NOT PURSUE THIS FURTHER, 

HALES MADE A CHARGES OF FAVORITISM IN THE ESTES CASE AGAINST 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS IN A NEWS CONFERENCE LAST WEEK. 

\ AT FREEMAN’S REQUEST, HORACE GODFREY, ADMINISTRATOR OF ASCS, SAID 
} THERE WERE LOTS OF FILES IN HALES’ OFFICE AND THAT WHEN HALES WAS 
1 TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER OFFICE HE HAD NO USE FOR THE ESTES FILES. 

FREEMAN SAID HE HAD LAID DOWN A HARD RULE ABOUT GIFT TAKING BY 
THE DEPARTMENT. 

"YOU GOTTA BE PURE— YOU GOTTA LOOK PURE," FREEMAN SAID, 

"THAT IS A HARD RULE BUT THAT’S THE WAY I WANT IT." 

1 THE SECRETARY OPENED HIS CONFERENCE WITH THE STATEMENT HE WANTED 
ITHESE POINTS "SHARPLY IN FOCUS." 

It —THAT THE INVESTIGATION, ARREST AND INDICTMENT OF ESTES WAS CONDUCTED 
(BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN THIS ADMINISTRATION. 

IH .—THAT AS SOON AS HE RECEIVED REPORTS THAT ESTES HAD RELATIONS WITH 
IIjTHE DEPARTMENT "OTHER THAN APPROPRIATE" HE CALLED FOR A COMPLETE 
MIrEVIEW AND SENT THE INFORMATION TO. THE FBI^_ 

AT ONE PITlRTTteHS^ DO NOTWANT TO MAKE IT APPEAR THAT THIS. 


jl/ v v x wrui* x v uni\u a i n * j. rut *un* t uj- u. .y 

HAS BALLOONED OUT OF ALLJ^~ ^27 A 
THAT ANY OF THFL THREE™E-M^GY.EES_ _M ADE i 


\ 


xv, *1 

(CASE) IS NOT IMPORTANT. BUT 

IMPORTANCE, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE^THAT ANY OF XHEo /T HRE EwEI^L 
ANY DECISION THAT FAVORED BILLY SOL ESTES." 

FREEMAN SAID ONE OF THE MOST PERPLEXING ELEMENTS IN THE ESTES COTTON 
|CASE IS THE FACT THAT NO ONE IS NOW \ SURE WHAT INSTRUCTIONS WERE GIVEN 
TO COUNTY OFFICIALS IN TEXAS WHO HANDLED ESTES PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER 
COTTON ALLOTMENTS MORE THAN A YEAR AGO . THE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL.? WHO 


GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEES ORIGINALLY, 
DEAD, 


HENRY MARSHALL, IS 


"WHAT HAPPENED IN THESE TEXAS COUNTIES IS SOMETHING 
BECAUSE THE KEY MAN IS NOT ALIVE, "/FREEMAN SAID , . 
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Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Belmont. 
Mr. Mohr 



Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad. 

Mr. DeJ>r.eh_ — 

Mr. Evans £ 

Mr. Mai 

Mr. Rosen >3. 

Mr. Sulhvan_ 

Mr. Tavel 




Mr. Trotter— 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes- 


Miss Gandy_ 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 29-28704) 

FROM: SAC, EL PASO (58-59) 

(9 

RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES; ET AL 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

00: DALLAS 




Re: Check of Telephone Records Pecos, Texas. 

Enclosed to Bureau and offices receiving, the 
indicated number of 302 9 s concerning results of telephone 
company record check at Pecos, Texas. 

Bureau disseminate to Department and offices 
receiving obtain listing on telephone numbers your division, 
UAGB . 

\ 

Dallas include in your next report. 

made the records available to JjA 


> 


indicated agents. 

There is no Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph*? ^ 
Company in Pecos. The phone company is West Texas Communica- 
tions Corporation. ' 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUIQIDAL TENDENCIES . 




3 -/Bureau (Ends. 5 )t^w^t OSIJRE^ 2 " San Antonio (E: 
2^- Dallas (58-188) (Fncls. *25) 2 - WFO (Ends. 2) 

2 - Minneapolis (Ends. 2) 2 - El Paso (^^j|||! 
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JL X 

2 - Omaha (Ends. 2) Drfl 
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The following is a review of Recordak film of the 
West Texas Communication Corporation, 312 South Cypress, 
Pecos, Texas, re toll charges pertaining to below listed 
numbers for period January I, 1961 to present: 

The original toll tickets have been furnished the 
customer; however, the film showing these charges can be 
obtained th rough issuance of a subpoena to 


b6 

b7C 


445-2507 

445-3317 

445-5707 

445-3807 


ESTES residence 
ESTES residence 
ESTES residence 

Private unlisted number at Estes Enterprises 


This review generally limited to all charges applying 
to above listed numbers on calls to or from any number in 
D. C. or State of Virginia. 


Date 


From: 

Name & No, 


To: 


Time 

Filed 


Length 
of call 


L 


/3/61 
1/30/61 
2/9/61 
2/15/61. 
(2/16/61 
3/16/61 
4/19/61 
5/18/61 


tl 

tl 

Tl 


6/19/61 

7/25/61 

7/24/61 

8/14/61 


ESTES 3807 
3807 
ESTES 3807 


n 


ESTES 11 


I! 

tl 

It 

It 

II 

It 

It 

II 

tl 


tl 

tl 

It 


5707 

3807 


n 

it 


Sen. RALPH YARBOROUGH. CA 4-31 21, D.C. 

~| d.c. 
4269, D.C. 
D.C, 


CART. .T MILLER RE 7-A1A? X. 


CARL MILLER, RE 7-4142, X 4269, D.C. 

tt tt n tt ti 

MORRIS, RE 7-4142, X 5287, D.C. 

BILL MORRIS " " " 

CARL J. MILLER, RE 7-4142, X 4269, D.C 

UTHF.RFORD QA 4-3121 . X 3635. D.C. 

D.C. 


I 


EL 6-45 21 , McLean, Va< 
CA[ 


] D.C. 


MORRIS, RE 7-4142, X 3111, D.C 
Sen. RALPH YARBOROUGH, Neg. attempt at 
H L l -t o n- Ho te 1 . ..-EB 


2: 19 
10:55 
3:12 
11:29 
1:32 
3:21 
2:12 
11:17 
11:32 
2:05 
2:35 
8:05 
1:31 
2:45 
8:40 


PM 

AM 

PM 

AM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

AM 

AM 

PM 

PM 


PM 

AM 


16" 

15" b6 
y it b7C 

3" 

3" 

10 " 

13" 

6 " 

3" * 
9" 

7" 


PM 12" 
FM 7" 


6 " 


by 


On 5/ 8.9/62 ^ Pecos . Texas 

SA| 

SAl 


/ jcs 


File # EP 58-59 


.Date dictated 


5/10/62 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date 

From 

Name 

* 

* 

& No. 

To: 



Time 

Filed 

Length 
of call 

8/17/61 


3807 

CA 4-3121, X 5922, D.C 

1 • 


11:30 

AM 

1” 

!! 

ESTES 

3807 r 

BILL MORRIS . RE 7-4142 

, X 3111, 

D o C o 

11:14 

AM 

5” 

ft 

u 

-!! 


D.C. 


1:04 

PM 

2 TI 

- / - / 6 1 



YARBOROUGH, D . G . - collect to ESTES 

-- 


b7C 




a ± ^£07 Pa one 




j 

.9/5/61 

— 

3807 


Va. 

4:30 

PM 

10" 

9/5/61 

ESTES 

IT 

MORRIS, DU 8-7043, D.C 

1 t* 


3:17 

PM 

2" 

9/11/61 



! T 

DU 8-3111, D.C. 



3:13 

PM 

3" 

9/26/61 

— 

2507 

D.C 

' o 


2:31 

PM 

14" 

10/11/61 

ESTES 

3317 

YARBOROUGH, GR 8-2573, 

Austin, Tex. 

10:08 

PM 

9" 

9/26/61 

tl 

3807 

Sen. YARBOROUGH, CA 4- 

3121, X 5922, D. 

C.7:20 

PM 

5" 

10/12/61 



IT 

CA 5-2000, D.C. 



10:49 

AM 

1" 

10/11/61 

— 

II 

BILL MORRIS, RE 7-4142 

, X 5287, 

D.C. 

1:51 

PM 

3" 

11/18/61 

Cr Cd 

445-3317 -L221-Sen RALPH YARBOROUGH, GR 8-2573, 







Austin, Tex 

— 


9" 

11/16/61 

ESTES 

3807 

BILL MORRIS, RE 7-4142 

, X 7043, 

D.C. 

10:48 

AM 

9" 

111/15/61 

it 

H 

1? u It 

if 

u 

10:22 

AM 

12" 

11/22/61 


tr 

RALPH YARBOROUGH, GR 8 

-2573, Austin, Tex 1:55 

PM 

1" 

12/13/61 

ESTES 

3317 

BILL MORRIS, RE 7-4142 

, X 3111, 

D.C. 

2:55 

PM 

8" 

12/27/61 

f? 

3807 

MORRIS. DU 8-3111, D.C 



11:24 

AM 

8" 

12/27/61 

W M# « 

II 


D.C. 


3:30 

PM 

5" 

12/28/61 

ESTES 

If 

Sen. YARBOROUGH, GR 8- 

2573, Austin 

7:05 

PM 

27" 

1962 









1/2/62 

— 

3807. 

BILL MORRIS, RE 7-4142 

, X 7043, 

D.C. 

2:03 

PM 

4" 

1/2/62 

ESTES 

1? 

JOHN BAGWELL, " 

X 3351, 

D.C. 

10:06 

AM 

4" 

1/4/62 

I! 

tJ 

Id.c 

0 


3:52 

PM 

3" 

1/12/62 

IS 

tl 



Id.c 

.11:08 

AM 

4" 

1/12/62 

— 

IT 

CA 4-3121, X 5922, D.C 

ti 


9: 35 

AM 

5" 

1/14/62 

— 

3317. 

EX 3-2216, D.C. 



2:11 

AM 

3" 

2/2/62 

ESTES 

2507 

BILL MORRIS, DU 8-7043 

, D.C. 


8:40 

AM 

15" 

2/1/62 

u 

M 

JACOBS , RE 2-4142, X 3415, D.C. 


7:09 

PM 

12" 

2/2/62 

u 

3807 

JERRY HOLLIMAN, CL 6-9155, D.C. 


4:13 

PM 

13" 

2/2/62 


IS 

RALPH, PO 5-7917, Lubbock, Tex. 


11: 32 

AM 

4" 

2/5/62 

« 

II 

JACOBS, 3418326, Rm. 1017, Omaha 

Neb. 

12:23 

PM 

6" 

2/14/62 



2507 

KELLY, AD 2-7700, X 538, D.C. 


10:05 

PM 

2" 



. 


EP 58-59 


From 

Name & No. 


ESTES 2507 

n 

3807 

ESTES " 


ESTES 


EL 6-4521, McLean, Va. 

— EL 6-4521, " " 

BILL MORRIS. RE 7-4142, X 7043. D.C. 

I D.C . 

~ | Minn. 

f p7c. 

RALPH. LI 5-0441. Rm 104, Mpls, Minn. 

~~ I D.C. 


D.C. 


5MERY JACOBS 


MORRIS . 


1 | D.C. 

D.C. 

RE 7-4142, X 7043 ; 
D.C. 


Time Length 
Filed of call 


10:30 PM 3" 

2:14 PM 19” 

3:37 PM 3" 

4:02 PM 20" 1 

4:37 PM 7" 1 

9:04 AM 9" 

. 10:24AM 6” 

9:02 AM 8" 

12:00 PM 4" 

D.C. 4:00 PM - 6" 

. 4:13 PM 7” 

11:20 AM 4" 

3:20 PM 9" 

8:42 AM 4" 

3:32 PM 1" 


a.c. 


9:12 AM 


ID.C. 


D.C. 9: 17 AM 
4:02 PM 


Toll tickets pertaining to public phones in Pecos 
and surrounding area also reviewed. The following toll ticket 
pertaining to Public Telephone #2712 at Balmorhea, Texas noted: 

April 13, 1962 at 4:05 AM, CST, call made by person 
giving name of ESTES, person to person to Dr. JAMES RALPH, McLean, 
Virginia, telephone number EL 6-7221. Caller deposited $1.00 
in pay phone and balance required on 10 minute call charged 
to McLean, Virginia, number 

The above review failed to locate any incoming collect 
calls from 356-7221, McLean, Virginia, charged to the four Pecos 
numbers searched. 


In addition to the above listed four phone numbers at 
Pecos assigned to ESTES, three additional numbers are assigned to 
Billie Sol Estes Enterprises. These are 445-4916, 4917 & 4918. 
Telephone credit card #445-4917-K221 is assigned to ESTES. 



r - 

GENEI^-i^TOES’nGATIvAlVISION 

Date 5/10/62 

Incoming indicates McClellan 
Committee is commencing examination of 
Estes* records. No request has been re- 
ceived from the McClellan Committee by the 
FBI, but indication is that same may be 
forthcoming. Request will be evaluated 
when received and recommendations made. 
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jf^DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 9 1962 7/ 


5-9-62 4-59 PM MST IJP 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC. EL PASO "58-59” 2-PAGES 


O fa Icncvm; % M* W Mw** Transport#® or ^Mjt 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, <AK*r , t¥SP* - BRIBERY. 


y deferjhsJd 



i Mr. Tolsftn T jp ^\ 
| A Mr. Belmonfe^I — I 

I *]$r. /Mohr 

Callahan- — 
Conrad 

DsT.oaclt^£^T 
&r. Bvang- ^ * 

■„ Hilomei 
Mr. Rosen- 



Mr. SaUivaa 
Mr. TaveL 
Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Boom 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy. 



J 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, 

b6 

b7C 


\i PECOS CONCERNING BILLIE 


SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES, CALLED PERSONALLY AT THE EL PASO OFFICE TODAY 
AND ADVISED THAT A MR. DONALD O-DONNEL WHO SAID HE WAS WITH THE 
MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE HAD CONTACTED HIM TELEPHONICALLY AND ASKED HIM 
TO PRODUCE THE RECORDS OF BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES IN WASHINGTON 
ON A CERTAIN* DATE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 


SAID HE POINTED OUT’) 


,) 




TO MR, O-DONNEL THAT IF THIS WERE DONE THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER 
ACTIVITY XMwTHE RECEIVERSHIP. O-DONNEL THEN SAID HE WOULD SEND A MAN 

t ri~ 

TO PECOS tMpHOTOGRAPH THE RECORDS AND ASKED IF THE RECEIVER HAD ALL 
THE RECORDS*'. 


ID HE TOLD O-DONNEL THAT HE THOUGHT HE HAD 
ALL THE RECORDS BUT THE FBI MIGHT HAVE A FEW AND SUGGESTED TO MR. 

u 


O-DONNEL THAT HE WORK OUT WJJH^THE FB£_ HEADQUARTERS ANY PROBLEMS HE 
MIGHT HAVE PHOTOGRAPHING MATERIAL IN THE HANDS OF THE FBI. Jr ^ 

SPEjluii t&cjutf. Z. 




WHO IS, WORKING AT PECOS A . 

/ 18 

Jt r, 


THE 


b6 

b7C 


RECORDS OF THE WEST TEXAS , COMMUNICATIONS CORPORA TION, PECOS, TEXAS, 

, | J i 1 I’ ' | , — X nHMMMMf n&asmsse 


I I 


THE TELEPHONE COMPANY OF PECOS, HAS RECEIVED A SUBPOENA FROM THE 


jj/ ( o 

END PAGE ONE . 

m 1G 196* 


c 9 T 


f(V 


... I SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR 


f® ,,,E 



PAGE TWO 


MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE. THERE WAS SOMETHING TECHNICALLY WRONG WITH THE 
SUBPOENA AND 


b6 


OF THE PHONE COMPANY, ADVISED SA b7c 


[THAT THE MC CLELLAN COMMITTEE INFORMED HIM THAT THEY WERE 


SENDING A MAN TO EXAMINE THE RECORDS OF THE PHONE COMPANY. 

&6UMti8VR S'/s r a m 

AS A MATTER OF INCIDENTAL INTEREST, NEWS SERVICE IS IN PECOS 
AT THE PRESENT TIME DOING A GREAT DEAL OF PHOTOGRAPHING OF THE TOWN. 

hm-M 


AND MAGAZINES LIKE FORTUNE AND LIFE HAVE ALREADY BEEN THERE. 
DALLAS ADVISED AIR MAIL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL 'TENDENCIES. 


END AND ACK 

jlQSRECLT^N^^PlTCE~TWt)'^GMT4^I^NE^E'V , E N 
ACK PLS 

8-07 PM OK FBI WA NH 
TU DISC 


T 


CC4M. ROSEN 



OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 




subject: 




. B. We]^j| 


Mr. Ro 
W, 


0 


date: 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



May 10, 


1962 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans . 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 


Trotter 
Tele. Re 


Holmes 

Gandy 



I checked with Supervisor Grant Nanna of the 
Washington Field Office to determine whether or not the 
field office had possession of any of the original records 
of the Sheraton, Statler, Washington, or Shoreham Hotels 
in connection with this case. He assured me that the 
Washiigton Field Office did not have any of the original 
records of these hotels. 


WBW:ige 

(5) 



' R£C- 34 3 9 . » * 70‘S- 



12 - 13 - 56 ) 



Transmit the following in 



F B I 

Date: 5/11/62 


( Type in plain text or code) 


Via AIRTEL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


y 


•r TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

j^ ( ,Fjok: SAC, WO (87-8242) (P) 

BILLIE SOITESTES, ET AL. 
BRIBERY - CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
(00 : DL) sf/o/C'y 


| Mr. Tolson. 

| Mr. Belmont 

| Mr. Mohr- 

| Mr. Callahan 

| Mr. Conrad 



Mr. P iL .ach 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. 

Ko sen .Jkfh . 

Sulhvan, 

Tavel ... 


Tr* 


| Tele. Room. 

i Mss H'-V-r, 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four copies 
of a letterhead memorandum setting forth information received 

from EDY7ARD M. LOY/EREE, Chief, Division of Investigations., 

.United States Department nf Agriculture (USDA) , by SAsI t>6 

Ion 5/11/62. concerning JAftmn — ht 1 — b7 ' 

MC CONNELL. One copy of the letterhead memorandum is also 
enclosed for the Dallas Division inasmuch as that division 
is office of origin. 


In addition to the information set forth in the, 
enclosed letterhead memorandum, it was noted that the official 
security file pertaining to JAMES A. MC CONNELL reflected 
that FBI investigative summaries dated 1/3/55, 1/5/55, and 
2/18/57, had been furnished to the USDA. 


DOY/EREE advised that MAX P. REID, Assistant 
Director, Office of Personnel, USDA. had ba ? n telephonically 

of the "Houston 
MC CONNELL 


contacted on 5/3 and 5/4/62, bj 
Post," concerning the employment o± JAMES a! 

at USDA. IOYflSREE stated that Y7EST requested information from 
REID concerning the service rendered by MC CONNELL as a 
Consultant to the Secretary o f Agric ulture from the period 
1/19/59, to 1/18/60. He said I I ras advised that the 

personnel folder of MC CONNELL was presently in St. Louis, Mo., 
and that all that it was possible to tell from records presently 
maintained at USDA was that MC CONNELL had been employed / 

1- Dal Iks (Enc.l) (58-188) (AM) 

ETO: dab 
(5) 


b6 
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c. o. WicK AIRTEL ^ 


Approved: Si 


67 MAY 16 196? 


ecial Agent in Charge 


VP' 


cJ.y— a.-'y 7pj¥ 
■4elVi%? r 14 1962 





WO 87-8242 


to serve as a Consultant to the Secretary to advise him 
on problems in connection with Government price-support, 
storage and sales programs on agricultural commodities, 
part icular ly those relating to cotton and tobacco. He 
said | |was advised that the personnel records did not reflect 
the name or identification of specific officials with whom 
MC CONNELL might have co nsulted while employed as a 
Consultant. In addition .1 I requested information as to 

how much service MC CONNELL rendered during the period 
1/19/59, to 1/18/60, and he was advised that MC CONNELL had 
worked for period of 20 days between January and December, 

1959, at a salary of $53.76 per day for which he received 
compensation in the amount of $1,092. 

LOWEREE also advised that the official personnel 
record folder of WALTER C. BERGER had been requested by the 
USDA from the Federal Record Center at St. Louis, Mo., 
but that this personnel file has not as yet been received. 

He said he would contact Agents of WFO when such file is 
received. 


b6 

b7C 




In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 11, 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
ET AL. 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


On May 11, 1962, Edward M. Loweree, Chief, 

Division of Investigations, Office of Personnel, Office of 
the Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) , 
furnished the official personnel record file and security 
file of James A. McConnell, a former Consultant and former 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, to Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) . 

The official personnel record folder and security 
file contained the following information concerning James A. 
McConnell : 


His full name was listed as James Asher McConnell 
and his date of hirth was given as August 25, 1891, at 
Mansfield, Pennsylvania. His Social Security number was 
listed as 072-03-3224. 

McConnell T s wife was listed as Lois Annette 
Zimmerman McConnell and it was indicated that he had two 
daughters and one son. 

The file indicated that from 1908 until 1912 
McConnell attended the Mansfield Normal School at Mansfield, 
Pennsylvania, receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in 
teaching . 


The following places of employment were shown 
for McConnell during the periods indicated: 


1912 to 1917 


Reportedly a farmer and teacher 


March 19, 1921 to Associate Instructor, School 
August 31, 1922 of Agriculture, Cornell University 


1922 to 1924 Fieldman and Mill Superintendent 

fof Cooperative Grange League 
Federation Exchange Incorporated 
(GLF) , Ithaca, New York 




2.9- is- 70V- 3 ^3 
ENCLOSURE! 


RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 



1925 to 1928 
1928 to 1935 


GLF Representative and Depart- 
ment Head for Allied Mills, 
Peoria, Illinois. 

Manager, Wholesale Services, 
GLF, Buffalo, New York. 


(McConnell was granted leave during 1935 to 
organize a feed molasses department for the 
Commercial Molasses Corporation, New York City.) 


1936 to 1952 Assistant General Manager, 

GLF, Ithaca, New York. 

1952 to 1954 Executive Vice President, GLF, 

- Ithaca, New York. 

On November 30, 1953, Me Connell entered on duty 
as a Consultant to the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, on 
a tc when actually employed basis." On February 15, 1954, 
the appointment as a Consultant was terminated and McConnell 
was granted a leave of absence (apparently from GLF) 
to accept an appointment with USDA as the Administrator 
of the Commodity Stabilization Service (CSS) . The file 
reflects that at the time of this appointment, McConnell 
was a trustee of Cornell University, as well as a trustee of 
the Tompkins County Trust Company, Ithaca, New York. 


On January 23, 1955, McConnell terminated his 
position with the USDA as Administrator of CSS to accept 
a position as Assistant Secretary of Agriculture , which 
appointment was confirmed on January 24, 1955. McConnell 
served in this position until his resignation onDecember 31, 
1955. 


On January 5, 1956, McConnell was appointed as 
a Consultant to the Secretary of Agriculture, GS415, with 
headquarters at Ithaca, New York. His salary was stated 
as $12,690 per annum, but he was to be paid on a "when 
actually employed basis." McConnell resigned from this 
position as a Consultant to the Secretary of Agriculture 
at the close of business on February 15, 1957, to carry on 
other activities. 


2 


REr BILLIE SOL ESTES. 


On January 19, 1959, McConnell was again appointed 
to the position of Consultant to the Secretary of Agriculture, 
GS-15, with headquarters at Ithaca, New York. His salary 
was given as $13,970 per annum with payment to be made on 
a tc when actually employed basis . K McConnell’s service as 
a Consultant to the Secretary of Agriculture was extended on 
April 19, 1959, and again on July 1, 1959, and he served 
in this position until his term expired on January 18, 1960. 

The file also revealed that On February 13, 1957, 
McConnell became a member of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Advisory Board, Washington, D.C., at $50 per day,. A 
personnel action form appeared in the folder indicating 
that McConnell had resigned from this position on February 15, 
1957; however > another personnel action form also appeared 
in the file reflecting that McConnell resigned from this 
position on February 19, 1957. 

A letter from the USDA, addressed to the Department 
of State, Washington, D, C* , dated February 6^ 1961, revealed 
that McConnell was one of four individuals nominated for 
membership in the United States Delegation to the Second 
Phase of the Fifth Round of Tariff Negotiations to be held 
at Geneva, Switzerland, on February 15, 1961. 

The file reflects that McConnell served in the 
United States Navy, Serial Number 133-30-98, from July 30, 

1918, until he received his honorable discharge on September 30, 
1921. 


The file contains Standard Form 75, a position 
description for McConnell when he was appointed as Consultant 
on November 30, 1953. This form is a United States Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) form. The form describes the 
duties of McConnell as a Consultant to the Office of the 
Secretary of Agriculture as follows: 


’’Serves as a Consultant to the Secretary of 
Agriculture and advises him on problems in 
connection with the production and distribu- 
tion of food; consults and advises on the 
policies governing present and prospective 
food production and distribution programs 
and any changes in policies or programs 
necessary to secure the greatest efficiency 
and effectiveness of these activities. ** 


RE: BILLIE SOL ESTES 


The file contains Optional Form 8 of the United 
States CSC which describes the position of McConnell as a 
Consultant to the Office of Secretary of Agriculture, 
which became effective on January 19, 1959. The description 
of his position is as follows: 

’’Serves as a Consultant to the Secretary of 
Agriculture and advises him on problems 
in connection with Government price-support, 
storage and sales programs on agricultural 
commodity, particularly those relating to 
cotton and tobacco." 

The file reveals that when McConnell was appointed 
as a Consultant to the Office of the Secretary on November 30, 
1953, At.:a salary of $10,800 per year to be paid on a "when 
actually employed basis," he actually served and was paid 


as follows: 




Pay Period 

Actual Days 

Total Days 

Amount 

Ending 

Worked 

Worked 

Paid 

1/16/54 

12/2-4,8,9,16- 18/53 ; 
1/4-7/54 

12 

$498.24 

2/13/54 

1/28,29/54 

2 

83.04 

2/27/54 

2/6,12/54 

2 

83.04 



16 

$664.32 


The file reveals that when McConnell was appointed 
as a Consultant to the Office of the Secretary on January 5, 
1956, at a salary of $12,690 per annum to be paid on a 
"when actually employed basis," he performed duties and 
was paid on the following dates: 


Pay Period 

Actual Days 

Total Days 

Amount 

Ending 

Worked 

Worked 

Paid 

1/14/56 

1/5,6/56 

2 

$ 89.28 

1/28/56 

* 1/20,21/56 

2 

89.28 

2/25/56 

2/20,21/56 

2 

89.28 

3/10/56 

' 3/4-6/56 

3 

133.92 

6/16/56 

4/23,24; 5/31; 
6/1,5/56 

_J5 

223.20 



14 

$624.96 


* <» 


J' * » + 



✓ 



% 


RE? BILLIE SOL ESTES 


Pay Period Actual Days 

Ending Worked 

9/8/56 


Total Days 
Worked 


♦Covers difference in pay between $44.64 and 
$48.80 paid while actually employed due to 
error made in computation of original annual 
salary , 

3/23/57 2/12/57 _1 

15 


Amount 

Paid 

*58.24 

$683.20 


48.80 

$732.00 


The file reflects that when McConnelLwas appointed 
as a Consultant to the Office of the Secretary on January 19, 
1959, at a salary of $13,970 per annum or $53.76 per diem 
“when actually employed, “ he actually performed services 
and was paid on the following dates; 


Pay Period 

Actual Days 

Total Days 

Amount 

Ending 

Worked 

Worked 

Paid 

2/7/59 

1/19-22 and 
on 1/23/59 

6-| hours 4 days 6^’ 

$258.72 

3/21/59 

2/16-19/59 

4 

215.04 

5/16/59 

3/9*12/59 

4 

215.04 

7/25/59 

7/14-17/59 

4 

215.04 

12/12/59 

12/9-11 and 
on 12/8/59 

\ day 3^ days 

188.16 



20 days 2^’ 

$l:,092.00 

a 

The file also revealed that from the period 

October 8, 

1934, until December 6,. 1934, McConnell served 

as a Consultant to the Agricultural Adjustment 
on a “when actually employed basis. “ 

Administration 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is t\»© p~c;oorty of 
th© FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its ccnicn" ; a © not to b© 
outride your agoncy. 


•“ 5 “ 
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date: 




// ' 6 i* 


subject: The Congressional Record 



> 

‘IS 

i 

cx 

\ 

■Svi 

<D 


a 

d 

O' 


O 



NOT RECORDED 

167 JUN 1 1962 





In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for / Q ~ flu /as reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention/jtfhis form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original -mCmor and um may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropri(^^ijr^i^:a^e o|0p^pct matter files. 
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Date: 
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(Type in plain text or code) 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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M r. Boln^nt 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 


Q^FROM: SAC^WFO (87-8242) (P) 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 
BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
(00:DL) 



Re Bureau telephone call 5/11/62. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four copies of 
a LHM dated and captioned as above. One copy is sent to the 
Dallas Office for information. 


The confidential source mentioned in the LHM is 
who furnished information to SA WILFRED L. BERGERON. 


are 

information con- 


Telephone toll calls furnished by 
incomplete as this source only has available 1 
cerning such calls dating back to approximately May, 1961, and 
in some cases telephone numbers called were not available. 


1 1 


Complete information concerning telephone calls as 
set out in LHM would be contained on IBM cards located with 
the telephone company in Richmond, Virginia, inasmuch as the 
telephone exchanges in LHM are located in Arlington and Fairfax 

Counties, Virginia. A . 

i REC- 34 , j ?. ? 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES . 



9 



JR E 


1 - Dallas (58-188) (Enc.l) (AM) 


is MAY 1^1*962 v 


2 - WFO 


AJS: ddt 

( 6 ) 


AIRTEL 



C. C. WicK 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


• I 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

May 11, 1962 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 
BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


On May 2, 1962, a confidential source advised that 
the following telephone toll calls were made from and to the 
telephone numbers listed below of the following individuals 
for the dates set forth: 

I b7D 


> 9 - 

ENCLOSURE! 








BILLIE SOL ESTES. ET AL 


The above information cannot be made public without 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is tho p^onvrty of 
the FBI and is leanod 1 1 - r our agency 
it and its concerts avo not to be 
distributed ontvkle yc'\? agency. 






OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010 — 104—01 

UNITED STATES GOV^N 

Memorandum 


MENT 


t 


TO / 





Director, FBI (29-28704) 


SAC, Minneapolis (87-7949) (RUC) 


date: May 11, 1962 




subject: 


p 


BILLIE SOL ESTES - FUGITIVE; 

COLEMAN DELBERT MC 3PADDEN - FUGITIVE; 
HAROLD EUGENE ORR - FUGITIVE; 

RUEL WADE ALEXANDER - FUGITIVE; 
SUPERIOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
ITSP - MAIL FRAUD; CONSPIRACY 


(00: El Paso) 


Report of S 


dated 4/12/62 at 


El Paso; Dallas teletype TO Director 5/7/62; El Paso tele- 
type to Director 4/13/62 * 

Enclosed herewith for the El Paso Office are 31 
copies each of two FD-302*s reflecting investigation at f 

Minneapolis. Enclosed for Dallas are 3 copies each of these 
two FD-302 , s. 

Also enclosed for El Paso and Dallas are photostat j 
copies of each pertinent document in four loan packages dis- \ 
counted by the First Acceptance Corporation, Minneapolis (nowijf 
James Talcott , Inc.), during the period January 1, 1959, to v 
May 1, 1960, from Superior Manufacturing Company, Amarillo, 
Texas. During this period FAC purchased 30 loans from 
Superior; however, the serial numbers of equipment in all 
but four were in agreement with those set out in Dallas tel- 
etype to Director 5/7/62. 

Also enclosed for Dallas and El Paso is a photostat 
copy of an interoffice me morandum dated 5/4/62 fron 

— — Jj ames Talcott, Inc., conce: 




vestigation by[ 
ice Company, “ 
explanatory. 
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Dallas (29-1D9 fe) (Enc. 
2 - El Paso .(29-351) (Enc. 
1 - Minnekpollis 




lwith reference to Dick’s Propane 3erv- 
" J self- 

X if 


Fowler, Colorado. This memorandum is self- 

}?£C- 34 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


t 

Memorandum, 


'S UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to : Mr. Rosei^^^ 
from : W. B. Welte 

t % 

*> subject: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


date: May 11, 1962 



Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan — 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 




This is to record information concerning N. Battle 


y^Rales, a StafLAssistantJn„theJiepartment_oLAgilcuItur,e J 
the file. 


for 


T><- 


At 9:15 a. m. , today, SAC Johnson of the Washington 
Field Office was instructed to contact the Department of Agriculture 
and make arrangements to have the Department of Agriculture 
handle the interview of Hales in connection with the fact that he 
demanded access to Agriculture files. 

It was pointed out that this was in accordance with our 
previous request to Washington Field and should be handled 
immediately. 


SAC Johnson telephonically advised on the same date 
that appropriate arrangements had been made. 

ACTION \ 


None. For file. 
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teletype: 


/ ^ 



Ifr. Tobon. 


TTr. Eolynont- 
Mr. If 'hr 
Mir. C J 



Sip/ 

I.d>. * r 

Teb. Rooto n i m 

XvXici} TTclsjfiflsi j 

Miss Gandy- 


y < niTir,~^- . ,- | f | 

CrJfcZtr&Z, 
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URGENT 5-12-62 7 ‘ 10 PM MST 

^ DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FI 

FROM SAC, EL PASO "58-59" * 

,0..,.. ET AL , BRIBERY, COI. 00 DALLAS. 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ^ ^ BUREAU( TWELVE 

RE TELEPHONE CALL FROM MR. WILLIAM WE 

FIFTEEN P.M., "; l ;:; T : T ;h TERPB isES IN WHICH BILLIE SOL ESTES 

THE F rr A ED at THE PRESENT TIME. FULL DETAILS CONCERNING 
IS KNOWN TO BE E »“ SED AT J TMY ftRE ft c0RP0 RATI0N, A PARTNER- 

THESE COMPANIES, THAT I BUT SUCH DATA AS 

SHIP OR INDIVIDUAL ENTERPRISE, ARE NOT AVAILA ’ IN - 

- » - - 

CLUDING EVERYTHING RE&U ESTES t 

WILL BE SECURED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IS THE SOURCE OF? 

| N BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES, 

' ..... EF ^INTERVIEWED FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS 

the INFORMATION. HE WILL B fj£IM _ | 

THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE AS WILL 


^=- IF ESTES INTRESTS, WILL^B^^D* 

, JP^/hAVE ^BOU'T CURRENT JOTS_ENTEJR S * 

foe any ~ I ^liste! TH 

THE TWENTY THREE COHPAwAto u n , _ P „ AT i 


THE 


THE twenty three companies lib.h e TH ’ 8 T :r E "levators at 

AC TUAL PARTICIPATION OF ESTES IN THREE OF THE^ inc< 

HEREFORD, HALE COUNTY GRAIN COMPANY, AND PALO 


end page one 
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PAGE TWO 




EL PASO FORWARDED INFORMATION ON SOME OF ESTES PAST BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES ON APRIL EIGHTEEN, LAST. THESE WERE TWO INTERVIEWS WITH 

TENNESSEE, ONE 


b6 

b7C 


COMMUNICATION SET OUT VAGUE MATERIAL ABOUT A POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATION 
ON ESTES, PART OF A COMMUNICATION WITH THE FINANCING OF THE NASHVILLE 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE, A SMALL CHURCH OF CHRIST BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
NEGROES. THIS IS A LETTER DATED APRIL EIGHTEEN, LAST, CAPTIONED 
BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP, MAIL FRAUD, CARRIED AS EIGHTY SEVEN NEW AND 
RUC/D. THE OTHER WAS A LETTER DATED APR IL EIGHTEEN, LA ST, CAPTIONED 

OF NASHVILLE, 


BILLIE SOL ESTES, ROBERT S. CLEMENT ,| 

TENNESSEE, FHAM, VAM. THIS WAS AN INTERVIEW WITH| 

RELATED TO ESTES DEALINGS IN SCRAP HOUSING IN THE VICINITY OF BLYTHE- 

ASSERTED HIS INFORMATION INDICATED ESTES 


VILLE, ARKANSAS. 


WAS ASSOCIATED WITH ROBERT S. CLEMENT, ALLEGED TO BE THE FATHER OF 
FRANK CLEMENT, FORMER GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE. THIS INFORMATION WAS 
ALSO VAGUE AND RELATED TO ESTES BUSINESS ACTIVITIES AROUND FIFTY SIX. 


WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL MAY FIF- 


b6 

b7C 


TEEN, AT WHICH TIME ALL DETAILS POSSIBLE WILL BE SECURED AND FORWARDED, 
DVISED THAT THE BILLIE SOL ESTES ENTERPRISES IS A PART- 


NERSHIP BETWEEN BILLIE SOL ESTES 


HE SAID THE ENTERPRISES INCLUDES MANY COMPANIES, CORPORATIONS AND 


END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 


VARIOUS INTERESTS. HE STATED THAT BILLIE SOL ESTES HAS SEVEN EIGHTHS 

ONE EIGHTH IN THE FOLLOWING., 

FARMERS COMPANY, PECOS, TEXAS. 

LESTER STONE COMPANY, PLAINVIEW, TEXAS. 

WHEELER FERTILIZER COMPANY, PLAINVIEW, TEXAS. 

UNITED ELEVATORS, OPLAINVIEW. 

COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME CORPORATION, PECOS, TEXAS. 

PECOS PRINTING CORPORATION, PECOS. 

PECOS TRANSIT MIX CORPORATION, PECOS. /BELIEVED TO BE IN WIFES 
NAME / 

EQUIPMENT SERVICE CORPORATION, PECOS. 

FORT STOCKTON IMPLEMENT COMPANY, FORT STOCKTON, TEXAS. 
AGRICULTURE, INCORPORATED, GIRVIN, TEXAS. 

SOUTH PLAINS GRAIN COMPANY, LEVELLAND, TEXAS,. FIFTY PER CENT. 
FARM GRAIN WAREHOUSE COMPANY, LAMESA, TEXAS., SEVENTY ONE PER 

CENT. 

ROY LINDSEY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, PECOS., FIFTY PER CENT. 
GILLETTE PIPE AND SUPPLY COMPANY, MC CAMEY, TEXAS., FIFTY PER 

CENT. 

GLEM, MC CAMEY., TWENTY FIVE PER CENT. 

DEL NORTE COURTS, PECOS. 


b6 

b7C 
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WOOD CREST APARTMENTS, PORT NECHES, TEXAS. 

SUDAN STORAGE COMPANY, SUDAN, TEXAS., THREE SEVENTHS 
WESTERN FLYING COMPANY, INC., PECOS,. FIFTY PER CENT. 

ALLIED ELEVATORS, HEREFORD, TEXAS, OWNERSHIP QUESTIONABLE. 

HALE COUNTY GRAIN COMPANY, PLAINVIEW, TEXAS., OWNERSHIP QUESTIONABL 
PALO DURO GRAIN COMPANY, INC., TULIA , TEXAS OWNERSHIP QUESTIONABLE 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE WILL BEGIN CHECK REQUESTED BY DEPART- 
MENT OF ESTES COMPANY NAMES THROUGH FILES OF PERTINENT AGENCIES. 

DALLAS ADVISED AIRMAIL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 

COi^^±Oifr-PA£-E-^^ NTNE W ORD SI X SHOULD BE " DEPARTMENT ” 

END AND ACK PLS 

10-27 PM OK FBI WA NH 
TU DISC 
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PLAIN TEXT 


"URGENT 
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TO SAC§ EL PASO AND WASHINGTON FIELD 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL*, BRIBERY ; ITSP. 

\ RE WO AIRTEL HAY ELEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-TNO, TOUCH SETS 

\ 

iUUTH 


a summary or the balance sheet filed by estes rite tee 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


v . S.NMPARTM 

GIV3 TOP PRIORITY TO INVESTIGATION TENDING TO PROVE THAT 
INFORMATION FURNISHED IS FALSE. IF EVIDENCE OF SUBSTANTIAL 
FRAUDULENT STATEMENT FOUND, IMMEDIATELY SUTBL BUREAU AND 
WASHINGTON FIELD IN ORDER THAT FACTS MAY BE DISCUSSED WITH 


PF THE DEPARTMENT. 


1 - Dallas (AM) 

2 - \/ashinr;ton 

FDT:mrp . / ^ 

(4) /* ' 


Field 


i "i insjucf- 

■ r 


Tolson — 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach. 
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Rosen — 
Sullivan . 
Tavel — 


Trotter 

Tele. Room . 


Holmes 
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URGENT 5-12-62 5-49 PM NH 

TO SACS EL PASO AND WASHINGTON FIELD 

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL., BRIBERY, ITSP, 

RE WFO AIRTEL MAY ELEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-TWO, WHICH SETS 
FORTH A SUMMARY OF THE BALANCE SHEET FILED BY ESTES WITH THE 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

GIVE TOP PRIORITY TO INVESTIGATION TENDING TO PROVE THAT 
INFORMATION FURNISHED IS FALSE. IF EVIDENCE OF SUBSTANTIAL 
FRAUDULENT STATEMENT FOUND, IMMEDIATELY SUTEL BUREAU AND 
WASHINGTON FIELD IN ORDER THAT FACTS MAY BE DISCUSSED WITH 

b6 

OF THE DEPARTMENT. b7( 
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Transmit the following in 


A IRTEL 


F B I 


Date: 5/11/62 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Mr. 
Mr. 
i Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

] Mr. 

J Mr. 

I Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
t Mr. 
i TcIg. 

I 

I Miss 


Tolson 
Belmont... 
Mohr — 
(V'r>*n. 
Conrad 

Evr 13 — 

llosen =~Jj 

Tavcd 

T- r *•.. 

Room. 

II : nrs_ 
Gandy 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

'MoM: SAC, WFO (87-8242) (P) 

j/billie soi^stes, et al 

•BRIBERY; COI 
(00:DL) 


/nw y ^ 


Material received 5/11/62, from U.S. Department of 
AgricdLture (USDA) , regarding BILLIE SOL ESTES wb include 
38 files containing financial data of ESTES and vaaawwWB b£ 
his companies , and 3 memoranda. Review of this material will 
necessitate review in excess of 3,800 sheets contained in files. 
Files contain financial statements, related documents, license 

infnrmatinn and cnrrpsinondpncp By letter dated 2/14/61, 

Tackson and Rodgers, to ESTES, 

xuuj.ua lcu — luc amronen — uuuulc — succt , presented in condensed 
form, as of 12/31/60, was examined in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and accordingly included such . 

tests of the accounting records and such other auditing pro- I 

cedures as was considered necessary, in the circumstances; iJJ 
except that the examination did not include the generally '/ 
accepted procedure of observing and testing the methods used 
in determining inventory quantities, prices and amounts. 

The letter continues, by reason of the limitation of the 
scope of the examination as to inventories, no opinion could 
be expressed as to the fairness of presentation in the accompany- 
ing balance she6t of the financial position of BILLIE SOL ESTES 
as of 12/31/60. 


cX - 114 

|f)- Bureau 

5 - El Paso (29-351) (AMSD) 
1 - Dallas (58-188) (Info) 

1 - WFO 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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WFO 87-3242 


The statement is as follows: 

"CONDENSED BALANCE SHBBT 
BILLIE SOL BSTBS 
AS Off DLCBMBBR J1 > ~9S0 ,, 


"ASSETS 


" Current Assets 

Cash on hand and in banks $ 480,641.97 

Accounts and notes receivable $ 2,136,721.18 

Less allowance for bad debts 17,211.76 3119,509.42 

Inventories - merchandise for resale 

at lower of cost or market -942,701.13 


Total Current Assets 


3,542,852.52 


"Land and Depreciable Assets - At Cost 
Land 

Buildings 

Machinery and Equipment 
Furniture and Fixtures 
Oil production 
Minerals and royalties 

Less accumulated depreciation 


2,062,748.60 


4,402,760.82 
12, 261,784.94 
32,802.60 
200 , 000.00 
20 , 000.00 
16,917,348.36 

4,458,696.41 12,458,651.95 


"Other Investments and Assets 

625 Shares, Oil Industries Life 

Ins. Co. - At Cost 21,875.00 

Verhalen Mercantile Stock - At Cost 35,000.00 
Agriculture, Inc. Stock, States at 
one-half of equity in net assets 
12/31/60 1,664,647.03 

Prepaid interest on notes payable 211,641.28 

Residence - Pecos, Texas, - at cost 90,000.00 


2,023,163. 31 


Total Assets 


$20,087,416.38" 


2 


WFO 87-8242 


"CONDENSED BALANCE SHEET 
BILLIE SOL eStes 
AS OF DECEMBER 31, I960 " 


"LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 


" Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable - trade $ 543, 782.03 

Notes payable - secured - 

current portion 1,278,411.32 

Accrued interest payable 61,203.67 

Total Current Liabilities $ 1,883,397.02 

" Long-Term Debt - Portion Due after one year 
Notes payable - Buildings and 

equipment 3,627.437.55 

Notes payable - Real estate 841,627.06 4,469,064.61 

Total Liabilities 6,352,461.63 


Net V/orth - BILLIE SOL ESTES 

Total Liabilities and Net Worth 


13,734,954.75 

$20,087,416.38" 


The Bureau has instructed that this matter be given 
continuous and expeditious attention. V/FO is reviewing voluminous 
files and will furnish photostate of pertinent documents. Financial 
Statements will be photostated week of 5/14/62. 

LEAD 

EL PASO DIVISION 

AT PECOS, TEXAS 

Will conduct review of original books and records 
pertaining to above listed financial statement andcfetermine if 
violation of Title IS, U.S. Code 1001, exists. 

ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 





May 12, 1962 



O 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 


Following is additional information confidentially 
received concerning te lephone calls of possible interest in 
this matter. 


Billie Sol Estes has office telephone numbers , 
445-4916, 445-4917, 445-4918, all Pecos, Texas. A check of 
telephone calls made vising Estes* telephone credit card 
445-4917 -K221 indicates the following: 


On February 17, 1962, above credit card used for 
telephone call from McLean , Virginia, to Billie Sol Estes at , 
Pecos, Texas, the call being received on telephone 445-2507 ' 

(home telephone of Estes) . 


On February 18, 1962, credit card number 445-4917- 
K 221 , was used for cha rging tele phone call t 
Lnamk partly illegible 


J 


£ 


Montana, telephone number 


i in February 18, 1962. Do ctor Ralph at McLean, Virginia, 
teleph oned! ______ [ California, at telephone 

number I I the call being charged to credit card number 

445-4917-K221 • 


b6 
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On Feb ruary 
placed a 9 all tor 
telephone 


number. 


18. 1962. Doctor Ralph. McL ean, Virginia, 

I California, 
hove credit card 

y# */- 


the ball being charged to a 

REC- 34 1 y. 
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2F\ 


91-Vi. 

On February 21, 1962, credit card number 445-4917-K221 
was used in making telephone call from McLean, Virginia, to 
Estes at Pecos , telephone number 445-3317. 



On February 24, 1962, Doctor Jia l y tJ Bf " * 
Virginia, placed a call to Billie Sol Estes at^PeBos , Texas , 
the call being charged to telephone credit ca rd nu mber 445-.. 
4917-K221. 


-FDT : mrp : .- f 
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warehousing corporation in Bakersfield, 




Washington 25 » D. C. 
May 14 # 1962 



o 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

If rotter 

Tele. Room . 

lolmes 

Handy _ 


[ 


The following is a list of enterprises in which 
Billie Sol Estes is known to be engaged at the present tin®# 

Pall details concerning these companies f that is whether they 
are a corporation, a partnership or individual enterprise* are 
not available* but such data as is at hand is included opposite 
the company, and additional data including everything requested 
by the ^ap artment about each comp any wil l be secured as so on as 
possible. Estes* I l ie 

Billie Sol Estes Enterprises, is the source of the information, 
fie will be Ptlgjaeat^il d&taJJJi thm laBidiflla 

future as will 


]s?ste® interests, win also oe mxervxcwea, xor 


any information he may hav e about cu rrent .Estes enterprises. 

Of the 23 companies listed, ms uncertain about the actual 
participation of Estes in s 01 xnem, Allied Elevators at Hereford, 
Hale County Grain Company, and Palo Hero Grain Company, Inc, 


1 J advised that the Billie £oL. Rate a Enterprises 

is a partners hip between Billie Sol Ested 

I I fi® said the enterprises includes many companies 

corporations and various i nterests. He stated that Billie Sol 


Estes has teven eighths and[ 


pne eighth in the following 




Farmer a Company, Pecos, Texas. 

Lester Stone Company, Plainview, Texas, 
wheeler Fertiliser Company, Plainview, Texas, 

United Elevators, Plainview, 

Colonial funeral Home Corporation, Pecos, Texas. 

Pecos Printing Corporation, Pecos. 

Pecos Transit Mix fpiyx>ration, Pecos, (Believed to. ^s) 
be in wife’s aiuae^-ilf 8EC- 34 + 

Equipment Service Corporation, Tecos. — — * 

Port Stockton Implement Company, Port Stockton, Texas. 
Argiculture, Incorporated, Girvin. Tejf%»flAY 14 1962 
South Plains Grain Company, Level land, Texas. 

Farm Grain Warehouse Company, Laroesa, foam s, 

Seventy-one per cent. 


VV-' 
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BILLIE SQL ESTES 


Roy Lindsey Construction Company, Pecos, Fifty per cent. 
Gillette Pipe and Supply Company, McCamey, Texas, 

Fifty per cent. 

Glam, Kc Carney. Twenty-five per cent. 

Del Norte Courts, Pecos. 

Ivooecrest Apartments, Port Neelies, Texas. 

Sudan Storage Company, Sudan, Texas. Three sevenths. 
Western Plying Company. Inc., Pecos, Fifty per cent. 
Allied Elevators, Hereford, Texas, Ownership questionable. 
Hale County Grain Company, Plainvicw, Texas, Ownership 
questionable. 



OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 


1 UNITED STATES GOVERN^STT 


Mr. Belmont 


May 8, 1962 , 


from : A. Ros 



subject: BILLIE SOL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OE 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 





. Qmlahan 
' ^Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evan$7_J 



f Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes ^ 

Gandy . J 



SAC Williams, San Antonia Office, advised that he had 'just 
received a request from Criminal Division: :of the " 

Department, who has requested that the records of the Mountain State 
Telephone Company at Pecos, Texas, be checked for all incoming and 
outgoing long distance telephone calls made or charged to Estes' home 
telephone. 

j is part iculaij^lrrterested in any calls made to or from 

or charged by Dr. JamesJP^Ralph, McLean, -Virginia, to Estes' home 
telephone on January 14, 1962; February 17, 18, 24, 1962; and any other 
calls in connection with Ralph on any other dates. 

| requested that this investigation be expedited and the 
results given to Assistant Attorney General Miller in Washington, D. C. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that the El Paso Office make this record check 
at the Mountain State Telephone Company at Pecos, Texas, and, if approved, 
the investigation will be ordered. This will be confirmed, with the Department. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 


WBWrjh 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


t.PD.t, El Paso (29-351) 


6 

Re: BILLIE EOI, ESTES; ot al, 
IT3P - MF; CONSPIRACY 



Examination requested by: 


El Paso 


Date: 


IT: 


ay 


A 


IOC 


*> 




Reference: 


Letter G/2/G2 


Examination requested: 


BoetEiont 


Remarks: 


T La attacked report supplements and confirms the 
Bureau’s teletype to El Paso dated Nay 7, 10C2 . 


) 


It is pointed out that the originals of Ocl throuch 
<2e3 are essential for Laboratory examination in this ca^o. 

Any available I:nown signatures of EETES should also bo submitted 
to the Laboratory together with the originals of Ocl through 


/ .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


TO! mi, El Paso 

Re! BILLIE SOL ESTES; ot al. 
ITSP - IIP; CONSPIRACY 


Date; 

FBI File No. 
Lab. No. 


May S, 1862 
20-2S704 
B-394231 IH 


Specimens received 5/4/62 

Qcl 


Photocopy of contract dated 11/16/60 hearing the signature 
"Billie Sol Est" 


Photocopy of contract dated 11/23/60 bearing the signature 
"Billie Sol Ests" 

Photocopy of contract dated 9/22/61 .hearing the signature 
"Billie Sol Est" 


Qc2 
Qc3 

Result of examination: 


Due to the presence of unexplainable variations and 
because of the fact that photocopies Qcl through Qe3 are not 
sufficiently distinct for adequate forgery examination, a definite 
conclusion could not be reached whether the signatures appearing 
on Qcl through Qc3 v/ere all prepared by one person or by 
BILLIE SOL ESTES, FBI#151527E. 

Qcl through QcS have been photographed and are returned 
to El Paco herewith. 


ToIr»on — 
Belmont . 

Mohr 

[ Callahan 
V C-jvrad „ 

1 

m ev 

[ 


tteLrach. 
Eva; _ 

UaW _ 
Ttafer. _ 


Ta.v<A 

Tele. Roo7‘ . 

Heines 

Gandy 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re: BILLIE SOL ESTES; et al 

ITSP - MF; CONSPIRACY 


File # 29-287.Qh-~~<(p{® 

Lab. #* 0-391281 IH 


Letter 5/2/62 


Examination requested by: 
Examination requ^st/d: 

<xn/c^ 

Result of Examiryntion: 


FBI, El Paso (29-351) 
Document 


svxne 


©t/ 






Date received: £/]_ 

Examination by: 







^ZejJL cJu* d^e ^ ^ 

* 8 ® * Specimens submitted for examination r\ r/ cv 

. ^ ^ ®0^~teJ 4> t (P_ 0 / ?A ^ 

Qcl Photocopy (of contract dated 11/16/60, bearing the signature 


Qc2 


Qc3 


’’Billie Sol Est” 


Photocopy of contract dated 11/23/60, bearing the signature 
’’Billie Sol Ests” 


Photocopy of contract dated 9/ 22/61, bearing the signature 
_ ’’Billie Sol Est’’ a 

(3 <W "^3 p Ls-hcP, 4 hJ'^P . 


M+X 


\a/ - 6/ ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


STI-LI"' ;;-0L ot al 

ITSP - UP; COtSPI-UCT 


File # 
Lab. # 


k9-2370lt ' 
B-3Pi|2ol Hi 


Examination requested by: 
Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 


Litter 5/2/62 


FBI, El Fas o (2?~35l) 


Document 


Date received: 


Examination by: 


r Mo2 

Devine 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Qcl Fho oocopy of contract dated 11/16/60? bearing the signature 
“Billie Sol Est» 

Qc2 Photocopy of contract dated 11/23/60, bearing the signature 
‘‘Billie Sol Ests“ 

Qc3 Photocopy of contract dated 9/ 22/61, bearing the Sira'*: *.vo 
M Billie Sol Est n 


4073 



i 

5 / 2/62 

ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU (3j> Brfile: 29 -28704 

‘ FROM: SAC, EL PASO (29-35lj> 


I 

J 


3 copies of contracts . dated! 11/16/60, 11/23/60, aud 9/22/61 
all sijned BILLIE SOL ESTESl. 

1 



/ 


4 






-85 No 


HAVE THIS SPACE BLANK 


7&. / 

LAST name FIRST 


brrrirzi -irrjktT^ ^contributor and address 

05* rCPSON ?»NC£ftPRtN?eg /.;■ a J 


FIRST NAME 

I aliases^ 


)pW*£e Q? PERSON FINGERPRINTED 

O^oLjLM^J^ 

ccc-paiicn T . 

^ E/f- E+-pJ<*/£ d 

c.CARS and marks I AMPUTATK 


deputy 

/•:, OhItbB STATES uahsh 
C^-gECOS, TEXAS 


jC- J *> <* 

SEX 

&i> f a\&Ae 

race ~ 

MIDDI E name <ej/s- ' 

HT. (Inches) WT 

£Oj^cL 
date of birth 

; ) -/& ~^S 

■hair Ieyes 


rr£L i 


amputation | 

ACE BLANK 


PUJJJE OF BIRTH 


LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK 




[FBI No. *» 1 '! 

liCNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED 

K ( v J-f J I 

WWOtNCt OF PERSON FINGE 


ijUfau*** •■hA* 


Cr<e& 



TtJWyjraJwARKS j AMPUTATION 

■ jfrflLlLl j^ A*A OX' i*o*ii.UAji* 


r.-‘ ^ 7 s LAST NAME _ 

({ CONTRIBUTOR AND ADDRESS" 

4s S ’ CHIEF DEPUTY 
1 <? U.S. MARSHAL 

— 5.0. BOX 35 

EL PASO TEXA§ 

CONTRIBUTOR S NO. 

G_QJ13lo 

PLACE OF BIRTH 


FIRST NAME 

I ALIASES” 


middle name 


LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK 

CLASS ^ Q— 

&& L 


I MA IK 

i33Q-—- a _ 

J -v -? • - 

SEX 

RACE , “ 

HT. (Inches) V/T. 

lavs 

DATE OF BIRTH 

a-m-as 

HAIR EYES 


, 

STltf 


ate uw 

ri CHECK IF ^ 
|_J , s DESIREC 


ECK IF NO RECORD 
DESIREO 




1 i 


IPp 

&Jr . |& 

R^PPrv7 ® 

ill 


7,J£fT INDEX ^ 



■Bl 0^ 111 

III 



PFyf 


rl 







5 'r- Ji ; ' 


NOTE WITH CHATTEL MORTGAGE 


W R»W. (or value nnM. I. we. or < 


r u» promt* ro par l 


■"EJ5P* t*-* - 

.-"if s - 4 M 


installment, ^ I 2,1 67 . 30 ttn the „» d„ nf „ch iom.c»ri« 


of payments on the margin hereof, and commencin g 
parable hereunder shall equal the amount of the deferret 


JANUARY l f 

>alan<e remaining 


E arable hereunder shall equal the amount, of the defe rred balance remaining Aum T2 j Wj.BAal; 

tsheit legal contract rate, parable monthly on the unpaid balance of i -*. ,[ otemt ** dor hs»Ha^(rda^aati 

the principal or interest when due, or default in the perfmmance of any P of tbo - cnvJn . ' Fl j!S" j2t»T. anrAini 

without notice, at the election of the bolder hereof mature the who I* 0 co Y e “*°** °* condi tionfTserein-'CootaL- 

— — forthwith due and parable. If this agreement is placed in the hinds nf n «« n !». fem * ,n a n * a Bp«fd hereon, and 

or if collected through the Probate Court or Bankruptcy proceedings. |/ we ol' */ *«>*** 

— —— — — — — — - pay an additional sum of hftcen per cent of the amount nrinrinJ .^j i . * nner M, god all endorsers ben 

«i«b , minimum fee of »*.«: pEsenlment for '££££!.»„&£ tf ‘ » «4 £?. 

bringing suit hereon are each hereby expressly waived bv all M niM Protest and notice of protest, am 

extended by the holder without notice to or the consent of tlie Dirties of payment of die installments 
— h «- n Undersigned acknowledge th.'t X^lSatiS 

L Portion of «b. w^dPm. mllin. p,,cc of .he he.e.n.„e, de,.,ih.d P...pc.„ n,„ch.,ed br Ifnder.i.ned i( ,. m , he p„ M h ,„ jn .. ^ 

fMfieMwjwfenSsfiSBi fim m oo nii ^ oi. 1 m. ?ffi | Q 22 . , 80 ; f.idcncrd br them presents. 



U ndersigned, hereinafter *»led 'Mortgagor’’ ( whether one or morel, lor the pm pose of securing the naree in th' tr ■ 

S£*2L2V^i ^ xa m t DCT hemofore •*/«*! to be paid by Mortgagor. and. in cons.de, ..ion ..f the ?um of *1 Ind ^ " f7 ,cd "Mortgagee” in the pgr- 

ggtpg rt to said Mortgagor, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged undersigned Mortgagor u.k. k 4n<1 °f. r P ood *od valuable consideration paid by sard 

h& successors and assigns, the following described chattels, via: ’ * Mortgagor, does hereby bargain, sell and convey unto said Mortgagee. saidJ*or£eS£s 


«>/ securing the payee in this obligation, hereinafter i 


Serial \'uml>er 


lrtn - _ _ Motor Number Model No. D! 

WCCT® OH 4-WHEEL TRAILERS/ LIi,:;a AXLES AND TIRES - 

^< gJ J 4 lft-ULL J P&fSf~ TO 001 THRU A— 10009 ; A-IOI 43 THRU A- 10196 , A - 10220 THRU A -10256 


Dlx. or Std. No. of Cyl. 


now located in the City of s , J!f M y 

^ 1 < , t0 .*T^5 r w ' t * 1 *H too W ?* tf » t'™* *»d a!! ojher nimpmnii, attachments *1 
* U additions, repairs and improvements and attachments placed therein it w 
**°**"V « •«» “ UP"" all tools, ,,m*. ti^s. lubri. u.j";,", 

, ” rtE 4° f M “> *nr contract, common law. conitnutional .0 .tat,,:..: 

pain, improvements, attachments or replacements ha* mg been made 

t_ r _ ,TO HAVE AND. TO HOLD all and Singular tlie above described to. %. , * 
tend himself, his heirs, executors and administrators t.. Warrant and Forever lietrnd t'r"' 
Icfu *I Cf7 ^ n ? n ’ whomsoever . lawfully slum.ng r.! .la.m ti.r i 
sSrih 1 ft* 1 ", « n d assigns, in the payment of the mdr hted nrs 

$Jsg tesfjBSfs i 

teaaa d chamls or gny interest therein. «r remove, or pet ran the same to he «em..*c.! t; >m 
«*“ wiU . o°t encumber or permit any cncurabianse or hen ,.t any .iiaiann *hj-»..f 
CO ***y. Pt> “A ** rca lo k ”P Mid chattels insured against h.*, .Jj,,,* 

Wb a compuiy acceptable to Mortgagee with l„aa. if any. payable t.. Mortgagee *. 

tfc*H OC| lect or refuse to obtain such intursruc in imtuint nu! trrmt iitr ri*g l « l r i„ > 
OOtein such insurance and pay all such taxes and assignments aforesaid, al! sums ..t n-..ne* 
e. ** f«"ncd by Mortgagee from the proceed, of the safe .. 
«_!«». IQIsUT, -MlB'K'fvciBttSSi -iir. oslicl^.ce.-ihal I he apr»«d;L«Vs*td th- ■:«hon„„. ... ,1 

2L 1 fh4,,fIi h .V e, » described. Mortgagee shall tuo ,h 

described property received by i* regardless of the oscaiion ..I such irlun.h 

"« rec PT ed bv it. and for suth purpose is author. /rd throu 
B* 1 ” or * **** * f° caae default be made in the payment of sard debt , lfcl 

Ciml mdhmtat. aeqoettratioo or otter writ thall be levied on said .hattrl* of ,t \ 
ffmS V* L f ? f of hit creditors, or ,f Mortgagor * 1 .**: fail 

^. P ^ ,mCd a tb *° S*> n ' h « happening ol s.ni „,Tge„/,rs any 

~ ~ ~ once become due and payable, and Mortgagee may. without n«.ti. r f,, 


'Cine m Mortgagor s p..«i 
tttrs. r idiot and other ici 
nderstood that the lien he 
. additions, accessories or , 


P»r t possession, and of which Mortgagor is/art the 
' i ‘ rr «*»one* now or hereafter attached to tuch 
se lien herebv created shall be a prior and first lien 
.ones or replacements now or hereafter placed there- 
' arising o: accruing, because of such additions, re- 


ng hr Mortgagor hereinbs 
or any. part thereof, sh 
nd the i rm contained on hi 
said chattels with rratonai 
rutfd <<r depreciated and' 
*hn*h Mortgagor now r« 
same, and » ill pay all la 


assigns forever, and Mortgagor does hereby 
hereof. un*- : ia id Mortgagee, said Mortgagee'a 
since, however is intended as a mortgage to 
n before described, and any other indebtedness 
ssith interest thereon; and if Mortgagor shall 
b.s part to be performed, then this instrument 
ruble care, skill and caution, and SHU. NOT 
d-w, l nut attempt to- sell, assign, or dispose 
resides without the written consent of Mort- 
laics that may be levied against said chattels. 


Mortgagor^ 

hf'reaLSoo"' - 


1.1 such irluiiih at i r turns, a* . ..edit on ,h, last ma tu r i rig ins ta llmrarof the dete msL red* 
t is aufto.i i/r.!, through ,ty fo Jorae Mssrteaeoafil h f reb »- »heo 

of sud debt. „ t mtcirsi. or any installment thereof ax m qu riihy ity^^p^ ? f represent- 

iv, •;;r. '•? “A: ssji "iKR t?WkT'rE!2i'teSi^,‘ , „ , f n & “SS; 

M utgagor. si,,., fail to kr f p and perf.. lt u any of the covenants, stipulations and agreement* °*^ 

oil igrio irs .•» any of them, the whole amount hereby secured . rrauiouw unpaid 

iy w ithout not,, r . foreclose this mortgage by action or otherwise imd i wLVfx ™* M 

sell the same, and all equity of ledrmptinn of the Mortdam thetein • u * b< iti*ed tO 


•». b mia Mvwidcd for. Mortgagee 
flte or Other instrument required I 
ffcgn remain la force end upon M 
he Aeo doc and payable and a ha I 
w read the witl 
gMwjgtwkh each and all 


NOVEMBER 


JblLlalE 


a. D„ lijQ 

JB : h 


>aum m j 

(State Title) i "■ — / | 

> . .. 1 










sours usmuoff illl(Mte pacific finance 

ordtr, to do wn let and thing w 


mm/msUmm 


w^ 2 paH?« riSAisr ,,,« ars? 

KS's."? «j- S-J&SS 

‘S’ •«»i.s.. - - — '• '*• 


CORPORAT-IQM "J%^£ 

Contract for urvlcu, a* thn caw «*J b«. ** *2J*JjJL 
draft payable to the underlined in cormeettoo witt tWl 

The 1 ^undmUpS? GUARANTEES toe «rtt«ii «w_ 
described therein aubject only 

either before or after maturity, or that tn* ws 

me^fril ™b,l.tT ^ SwT» » 

rs^rara ss uvT s^jsst is 
s?,re.ri«£J®s 
w .vr»..2» •«•“• * h *®" — “• 

defense thereof. 


ADDITIONAL TERMS ftNC CONDITIONS Of CONTRACT 


s i« 

, a „ luMv paid m cash N. —rantiM. «P-e» « ™l*«>- 

nttwut ftoto to Bbjw, dtectaj 

demand (possession attar «*“* 


1 Buyer acknowledges that he has *«"*£** 0 **„ , v° t ' °T^ e aH t = n-. 
l t g^ter than the rash and that he has ^d .0 pav • 

information lor records ot Seller a „ Vjnw (Ul e unri-r mis rontr_ 

2. Title to said property shall not pas< *o »-v i hcf . at Ws op tion and without noti ce to Buye r, jog < 

the Seller unless endorsed herein m writi ig R defaults m complying with any ot me terms , « ooar ^. w jthout demand (possession 

.«?iv ztr« zt: tvz set. * - ■ - ■ ■ 


may* eselTlai d property so taken. atp " b '' t . n . 
Seller by Buyer being sufficient), with or *1 o..t 

SALT'S 


x 

I* 

X 



co 

02 

o* 

C r 

Q_ 

LL. ' 

CO 


State of- - 
County of 


_.day of 


SS 


. 19 


, before me, 


On this— 

a Notary Public in and for the said county and state personally appeared. 
who. being ftfyr duly swqrn, deposes and says: This is an e* act duplicate v of. the original of this 



Contract of Condition*! 8^ 



“Itotory PuMta In tefl^ toMowrtlf wO 1 


loei o»N. t mv.6-oo>l 


SUPERIOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


pTo, BOX 1052 


MlVtOUS AODlin 



iOirofllST FU RM IT U Rt [XcLZIT 

J wo. noon Down ■««! 

HOW LONO | HOW LONO IM AREA 1 BANK - BRANCH 


■UNO NOT UVINO WITH FU«CH 


□ CNKCKINO 

D BAVINU 


BUS. RHONE < INCOMC HOW LONG | MS. TINE 


[J married s l 
Ir « LJ 4 T SINGLE * \ 


income □* n c 

S Ol Dd total 


SS!"]!i^i^^w!«*!ii:KRy AND THE UNDTRSIGNTD. BILLIE SOL ESTES BUYER. HEREBY PURCHASES 

FOR THE TINE BALANCE AND SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS HERLINAI TI R SET FORTH. THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY, DELIVERY AND ACCEPTANCE OF WHICH 

n «>NTBAt:t Vl aF CONDITIONAL SALE, AND BY THIS REFERENCE MADE A PART HEREOF. IS A NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

U CREDIT LIFE AND/OR CREDIT DISABILITY INSURANCE 

NBf OR I MODEL SERIAL NO. DESCRIPTION C? GCLDC CR SERVICES IF GOODS GIVE MAKE OR TRADE NAME) SALES PRICE 

USED 

4 - 12,000 GALLON NH 3 STORAGE TANKS COMPLETE WITH MOTORS, COMPRESSORS, AND PIPING . ; 

SERIAL NO'S. S-1327, $-1328, S-l 330 AND S - 1 33 I - 

64 - 1,000 GALLON NH3 TANKS MOUNTED ON AND TOGETHER WITH 4-WHEEL TRAILERS COMPLETE 

"liMffli: TWItuTOa ™>u »-.«« 

INSURANCE APPLICATION COVtRINGJTLMS PURCHASED 

COVERAGE [T mTS OF IIA. PREMIUMS SAllS !AX * 

U _ J J 10IAI CASH SAll PRICE S 77 a3^0rQQ* 

— - ^ — « 1 1 SS DOWN PAYMINT $ 17.360.0$ $ 1 7 1 360» 00g 

TOTAL INSURANCE PREMIUM (ENT ER AS ITEM D)- CASH TRADE-IN j 

The Buy*Ms) agrees to p ay said total cont'ac? I biliri e 'n .3.6 (Description ot Trade In it any) J 


TOTAL CASH SAll PRICE 
ItSS DOWN PAYMINT 


$ I 7 . 360 . 0 $ 

CASH TRADE IN 


J I 7 . 360 . 00 B 


Tha Buy*r(s) agrees to p ay said total cont'ac? I biim « 'n , jy 
monthly instalments o* J. ^ ^ ^ ^ on ?r.e 5TH _ ,\. %t 

ceeding month, bcqlnn^g NO VEMBE R 5 » I 96 I 

at the oPicb of the Seller or S«-ll*r’s Assignee. with merest it me.,ii » * >*■ t» 

the highest legal rote at which parties nray contru together w<n> .. imv.ini 
lectio* tee in event o‘ default, or in lieu of t o'lc- rnahi'dy Buyer .►« j « 

pay such delinquency charges as are permitted by Lie and the m 

attorney be employed lor the enlorcement of on, of ttm obligations of b u , c- r , 

right* of Seller, by luit or otherwise. Buyer nqrpi-v to p *y reasonable attorney's le 
The term* and conditions of this contract are set J ot th on the n-vi-w vde Her* 

and the same are hereby referred fo and by th>% refvrem <■ ,n< orporated herein 

though fully set fo'th above The Buyer(s) stales that there ■•,. or io be no oil 
•■tension of credit from any source in connection with ’the pun h.e.e of the ab*. 

described article or articles. Executed in triplicate one <cpy of wlm h we. deliver 

♦o and retained by Buyer, this 2 2ND day o' SEPTEMBER. 1961 


(Description ot Trade In if any) 

UNPAID CASH BALANCE 

INSURANCE TO BE PROCURED BY LI BUYER LI SELLER 
It no insurance premium shown, no coverage will be procured 

OFFICIAL FEES — - 

(DESCRIBE) 

UNPAID BALANCE (ITEM C - D I f) 


TIMF PRICE DIFFERENTIAL 
TIME BALANCE (ITEM F | G) 


J 60 . 000.00 


% 60. 000. 00F 
T 10 . 812 . 00 G 
t 70 . 812 . 00 H 



BILLIE SQL ESTES 

%We“aMmir 


Address of Buyer 


>, TEXAS 


SUPER I OR MA NUFA CTUR I NG__C 0 MPANY_ 


41 10 Jf. E. 8TH AVE/_ 

c.v , (f c vm 


„ AMARIL LO. TEXAS __ 

SS TITLE VI Of -PRESIDEN T 

ORIGINAL TO PACIFIC FINANCE 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT BY INDIVIDUAL 


>• County or_ jL. — «: Before me. the undersign** authority on this day *** 

r|to me that r"" Eccuic? the tame /or the purposes and consideration therein expressed! **** per,on w * ,OM otm * subscribed to the within tn it ii 


rimy Qp)d and sell of office this Hie. 




£ - 




! S l 1 1 ia 


S Notary Public 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT BY CORPORATION 


-• *»: Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally ap peased 


I the same as the act and deed of said_ 
I and in the capacity therein set forth. 


known to me to be the person whose name subscribed to the foregoing instrument acknowledged to Mr 


■ GIVEN under my hand and teal of office this the_ 

peer- k* . 

fUt C oBBln l o n expires.. , . 


. ^/. .xjccaoc 


/ y V ^ DEALER'S KEPRESF.NTATIONS AND. ASSIGNMENT 

"^S^Z^A. COatn€ ^J b y C 9 • l ^! e herNA together with the lien thereby rrrW.un the property thereto dtMMA 

*!r _ * qC ^ p roiertytnj^n rights anry remedies thetw^der, heCffce granting full power tn wnTMta/w i either in its ovi gg*Bi^51BIBM7w 

'Zl!? “.kITi/ 1 ! «*>*«» >*■•' '» PvirpTit'f that .he M-r,,,.,,, in contract snd .11 pa/t'.es thereto at Such time hud the legal 
E>l no^numti^wrth . ^5 L' h l hr h P f T ^. f T ,n . d)Ca,< '*> E** hr en received and/or ihe imouWrn for the trade-in is the amount indicated, and that 

r* f f .* ,* Ch ^V '° m crc ^*de by Vunderi.anr 1 other than aT rut.innrt in u-d wirrmrni . aJUnuementi of facts therein contained are true, and at 

I 5. *.*' u h . undersigned ha d gjod tide t • said property an 1 the right t. transfer unencumbered*'*^ thereto . that certificate of title showing eo- 

aafuji nf £,a f ^ tn i'd for e« reuuuci. ov la*vand. undersigned has no knowledge of any facts which impair the validity 

i SliZSj ?!.± i _"" t d ^ Federal and | State UA ». rules ir.l regular, „..s appi, table t> tFe-uanUr t, ,n ->ut of which then>W»kjecured thereby and the lien hereby 

f M y j l ’ Jd wey acquired have been complied with. All of ihe foregoing warranties air mad- b> i- iemgned fwc the purp.. te of uiduuosfcSmMWm4awimaasyGMMe to 

ben contract and the note secured thereby and «e .hall hare no auth.no. iislfcwces pn. : u.n«al. to gecept o»vm*T»t« »» . n A/.„ ~f 

< p ^°F* ItT - 0f mudifi^ifcrt earn >f auch agreement If any mh warranties made byuTafca jild be found to be untrue undersigned will rep ur c han 

* japon^Aehiand aaid note an,, urn, and par tbtrefor n -t lea* than the amount ow79gHhereoa plus ant and all costs and nmenin n*U 

S* . PT . wwuaw^ua aoa w-awwa atmam t rfr to respect thereto, ami said remedy shall be cumulative and not exclusive arTtKahall not .fleet any other right or remedy 

i ~~*y~^*y**~*Y**Y*Y ~ * mt T . tDl *^ 1 have °t m equity against undersigned <>r the maker >f the said note and lien; StahaMiiMfeAaaaafigMgfcCMMaP is hereby 

authorized to correct patent erron in tnd contract and any rfhtr papers eserote.l. endorsed ■ r ttsigord bv undersigned in fiinnectionthMtimhr - "*^^*^ - 


nr this ••fiooment. tindersi.ned warrants thxr-anjh tnstrumenf fc — s af m . agf o seg a Wp ' 
Whar if purpottf'iw. be. that the Mortgagor in sufb contract and all parties thereto at 
•lU indicate.] therein nlwiir en received and/or ihe amoulf*-given for the trade-in cs the a 


all parties thereto at such timehad the legal 
or the trade-in is the amount indicated, and that 
roenti of facts therein contained are true, and at 
K '%*Je thereto . that certificate of title showing ext- 


DEALER’S ENDORSEMENTS 


ENDORSEMENT NO. ONE WITHOUT Ri GOG KM. 
Pay to the order of SOl7TH^ r EST!‘RN INVESTMI NT COM FA NY v- 1 


Dealers Name 
(Print or Type 


(Owner. Officer, 
or Firm Member! 


I NDoRsfcMEN T NO FOUR UMITED REPURCHASE 

* 1 1 r * rdcr voriirWFsTERN INVESTMENT COMPANY without recourse, 

r» rptir * thjf jj the maker fat y (.. pay_. installments of this 

C.o.:tra<t toward in satisfaction, u they become due and payable, then the Under* 
y gned will pay *o Southwestern Ineeirynent Company, upon 4ansa d. sb m oat* euua> 
m the entire ur;aii{ haiance thereof m repurchase of the Contract described herein. 


TWO: FULL K! COURSE 


of your pur^fimg^^m^^^^tco^^^dMcnTKu u <mu «.>« 
fb* Undersigned, jointly and aeeerally. guarantee the payment, 
bolder thereof, of all amounts from time to time ovn* rher-unde . 
upon demand, of the < Hire amount owti-»; on sai l 
payment thereof by the Purchaser mmerl n-ri-in. !• 
once of tots guaranty, notice of any extension in i 
any collateral, and all other notices to which l ’m'r 
agrees to pay all amoants owti'« he*r under i » «n < 
ceeding against the Purchaser. 


time of pjy 
rsigne.l pi. » 


Dealers Name 
(Print or Type) 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


S'. M'R 1 Ml \ l 'wo. FIVE. Rh PURCHASE 

il Ill Vbll ,1V INVESTMENT COMPANY swthnut recourse, 
r.l agietk t > reruri.his. the auto: ->bile derc.ibel herein upon 
pj» fhi-ref.. v r the unpaid portion of the purthase price, subled 
s Ptotrgfion^ Agreement, or in lira of such an agreement, upon 
il to Undersigned within ninety (9o! dan stter maturity of tbo 
rani at the time of such delis cry. 


(Owner, Officer, 

Of Firm Member) By^ 


R. W, ALEXAIDSl, 3BCRBTARY-TRSASURER 

ENDORSEMENT NO. THREE: PARTIAL RECOURSE 

5 7 *? ^k^x^^VTHWESTERN INVESTMENT COMPANY without recourse, 
except that the Undersigned guarantees Southwestern Investment Company against any 
loss of whatsoever nature, which Southwestern Investment Company may • offer, to the 

— g - . ■ — — . Undersigned agrees to pay forthwith and without 
i5?. *i um to Southwestern Investment Company, upon receipt of any notice 
P* 0 *,^*** and all reasonable attorney's fees incurred l»y South 

western Investment Company in attempting to collect the above amount 

Dealers Name 

{Print or Type) 


lOwnn. Officer, 
in Firm Member) Hy 


ENDORSEMENT NO. SIX: PARTIAL REPURCHASE 


Pay to the order of SOUTHWESTERN INVESTMENT. COMPANY wlthoit rccoume, 
except tlut if Southwestern Investment Company repossesses the automobile hifftm, 
the Undersigned shall have the option upon demand by Southwestern Investment 


Company to pay Southwestern Investment Company $ ■- - 

said automobile from Southwestern Investment Cotnpiny for the |ncn \ 
hereof in its then "atf'i/* condition and wherever located. 

Dealers Name 

(Print or Type) 


—or buy 

u.kl T balance 



(Owner, Officer, 
or Firm Member) By_ 





SEUmUSMMOT 

FOR VALUE RCCCIVCD. t*i, undfrtipttd data Itattba stn. a<ai(n and tranafar to 


A/ if'* 


ft ' * >*»mV 

r order, *bis, it» or Owtortfkt, flUe 


I inttrvtt in and to Within Conditional Silti Contract and the property covered theretry or the Retail Initiltmmt Contract (or urvicat, at the cm may be, and aotborim Old mipm*, m 
•r, to do ovary act and thing nacatury to collect and d»tchari» the tame, including the right to endorie my r.her.i nr draft payablf to the underlined in connactido with tbit obtiptto*. 


WITMWT KCOmSI 

TW* MStnatnt it Md* WITHOUT RfCOURSf. eacept at to the flowing wirunt.M and nw 
Uid contract if a bona tide one and w.n actually eieculed bv the p*nnn named tt-ere.n ,i\ Hu 
el > *t a> OSe and competent to eiecute *JUl contract at (ne time nt the election thereof. t*.*t thr pir.priti whir h 
tbo tn&Kt of uid contract «s truly and accuratety described therein that %.m1 propert* h,n been delivered into t 

poasaufoa Of Uid Boyer, that the <ervicei. •( an*, which n t>-r Mit'ici t pf thn >ontr.»<t *' 

It tltr* bad therein end said services have brfn (PI Will he if so set fi»!f>» remlereil 1*1,11 the 

contract it bivint been received upon the Signing theiepf as part «* t^e r»*t».ise (• i> ,»i l 
list actually paid by Buyer in cash and or p* metcharu* <e »r»f ,r* - t*a<te at **nt mp»e t 

that we have th? toll and complete title to said property subie.t on', to t*>e i.jm* m ■..» ? 

jpwd by virtue of the terms of said contrail tMt .•mount ^ n{ up '" s.» c u>"tn. t .*! re-i 

i$i correctly stated therein; that there yr no -e.rurmi "*s . » -r ■ •«■?.• *■ !' 

tbo same; that there have been no rfprn--!?t.nps 0' warrant es m.*.’* to s.* it I'oie- ' a< 
contract; that the undersigned further warrants IMt »n» . r"t'.y t s gnr * h* t* «> * '<* hi"" 

bo in the name o* the Wife OI husband Of bet* WJS p-lr-r.' into b« t*e • .'* as :*♦• agi-nt 

does not or will not hereafter cen» ip nt ri'V"^ irga 1 1 ah 1 t» ;»«•«*•..«<•«>» 
faoretea tat ions o f warranties be false then we agree to ?;,'.*■«* r- m * jv 

■mount of tba then unpaid balance cn sa.o n t*e fifp! s u t s h’nug*! h* i'i rw t. 

wo agree to pay alt costs ana reasonable atto-ne* s fees ^v-r’ h» ass - s. * »-• 

ottonsiona of payments or alterations Ot U-d contract •* ;* rr», tr maje fc» t*e 


n,»rt. rt and nnditioni, to Wit thal the 
nil thorem .is Hu»m. that said Rnyer was 
ution thereof. t*.it the property whirh is 


WITH RICOtttSt 


t pf thiv iontr.i t an> truly and accurately 
i renilereil |*>at |hp amount retited in said 
ru*c*ase |* i* of La d property or seraV^s 


husband and the 

fl * t*h fOrhgo ng 

*pn|ract fo* the 


the undersigned cuARAHTf es the within contract anrt the praam 
described therein subject only to th« rights of the Boyar sot fortbin 
sa<d contract. I /we guarantee the payment of all amounts dot ad 


to berome due by the- terms of uid contract, and *fl costa, inrtnflaw 
reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred in coltecting tba iiaaay or af 
tempting the collection thereof, or the enforcement of any rimrt under 
' i d rentract or under thn guaranty, and l /wo har aby coaaeat that 
^/tensions as to the time of payment may be made to tba Baytr, 
e-trier before or after maturity, or that the uid contract may bo 

■*anged <n any other particular without in any manner v tw eff n g 

no US from liability. The undersigned hereby waive any tad *fl 
«*) t.'e of non payment. dema«i<d. presentment or protest which may 
bo 'OQu red under thn assignment or m connection tberowilb, ifm 
agree teat- my/our obligation hereunder shall be enforceable even 

though the assignee s right to- enforce the said contract or mqr 

S'ontion thereof, be suspended or impaired by pay ftstota or 
otro'«>se. and eereby waive all statutee of limitation and tba 
defense thereof 


sur Sh log; MAKl t FACTUaiNG COMFAHY 




ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT 


1. Buyer acknowledges that he has be*n 

is greater than the cash and t^at • 

information for records of Sel'er 

2. Title to said property shal' rot pas- 4 
the Seller unless endorsed herein in muting 

3. Time is of the essence of this co^a 

the whole amount unpaid hereunder 
being unlawful), including any equipment 
may resell said property so taren a* o.;t 
Seller by Buyer being suHic.enti wit h nr > 
prohibited Seller may retake <nd sti: n a 
peases for retaking, repairing and selling 
Buyer shall pay same with interest Seller 
payrifl ‘ ‘ Under, after same ts 

in thl k assignee shall be > 

Buye| Jo assert against Sell 



ad.is*(l is tn t a, s'- -ish pr: - ami t*-p aggregate time price of the property and that he realizes the time price 

i, ••••-• p* . «• ■ r ”Md- on th<* reverse hereof is for the purpose of securing statistical facts and 

v p v * ■ .*•! «- .•**• • •• n*"' • • ji- (■ "y paid m cash No warranties, ei press or implied, have been made by 

and if Buyer defaults **omptying with my of the terms hereof, Seller, at his option and without notice to Buyer, may declare 
dt^'y d’.jr and payable or Sp 1 r*iiy tah<* i"i'm*d ate possession ot said property without demand (poss es sion after default 
or a ' cessonev thereto, and *ur th s pjipo;. v*'icr may enter upon the premises where property may be and remove same. Seiler 
f . pv,..*. ..... A i*ry* •••"(- * p. rfrimanc wth or without notice to Buyer (if given, notice by mail to address furnished 
a * r- a* jiu •• o* sa - .r d .ipon such terms and in such manner as Seller may determine, or if such be 

my .p<a *? i(iu .• ■ i bid at any public sale Trom the proceeds of any such sale Seller Shall deduct all 6X- 

such property n | - , udtng a i^asonabte a1torn*>y s fee The balance thereof shall be applied to amount due: in case Of deficiency 
shall havi If right to enfuiLt? one ui more remedies hereunder, successively or concurrently. Acceptance by the Selle r of any 
due. shall no* onstitute a waiver of this of any other provision of this contract The Seller is authorized to correct patent errors 
entitled to ah the rights of th*- Se" ” Buyer waives as against any assignee of the Seller any defenses, sot offs or counter claims 




(USF. ONLY WHERE REQUIRED BY STATE LAW) 


wunfy ot. * 


•■A.Hotaiy. Public in and tor the said county and state personally appeared^ — - 

duty .syrorn, deposes and says: This is an exact duplicate of tba priginal of this Contract of Conditional Sale. 



ffPH |gg^£? ftlfMI! HA >Q>I Q«" < WKV.»-_eoj 

mm 30L &STES BNTBHPRISBS 


SUPERIOR MANUFACTURING GOVFANT 


umu un oat ratio mot uvim t 


E MARRItO S O.V , ’‘ HmO 
I 4 ! a omCLt ^ w . o ^ * 9 


a* Dc 

« TO TAA 


TS tan IMF UMDFRSIGN(obXi-LX£ it L S£X£i ££Iffil&LSES BUYER. HEREBY PUHOUSES 

fn 1WE ^ BALANCE AM) SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS HEREINAf Tf R SET FORTH. THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY, DELIVERY AND ACCEPTANC1; OF WHICH 

" % CONJUTIOM* SR !. 1 AND R» THIS RFFFRENCE MADE A PART HEREOF. IS A NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

_ aorr life a»/o b credit msabilitt insurance. cam 

*g^o* model t serial no. description of go:l: CR SERVICES if GOCCS GIVE MAKE OR TRACE NAME) _ SALES PRICE 

)Q - % 0 GAL* raOSMDRIC ACID TAKES VCUNTZD CN 4-WHE-L THAI LESS CCITLETE WITH WHEEIS f 
mm $ t agoenns grotra; staihd ss s t eel and hose - sro. #'s. p-7284 thru p- 7353 r 
■Z3A5JIiBIL 1^2394* ~ 

90 - COMBINATION AMMONIA AND AOI-f Fi£LD API Ll^nlc-.i .L>‘i LETS *i: TIHrS, FUVFb nND f _ . 

J0SE3 - S g l* # » 3 : PA-1245 THRU PA-1294; PA-1310 Th HI? PA- 1349 


BOUNCE APPLICATION COVERING ITEMS PURCHASED 

'' _JuilS of L,A PREMIUMS 

* ' ' * j 

> -I* *_ ! 

TOTAL INSURANCE PREMIUM (ENTER AS ITEM D) $ 


1 0 T Al CASH SAll PHICf 

I iss DOWN PAYMENT $ 44*^0j0Q — 

CASH TRADE IN 


s 223.0Q0.Q0a 
. t 4A r 600.008| 


At i oyQ r (*) A^rtH to pay raid total contract T me Bolin e n -riv.c' | 

tpc*h)y «*».--** at 1 S»a47»g6 on me 7TH fl( u . „ UNPAID CASH 

TAim.nu fm INSURANCE TO 

motttR — J AMU ARY 7» I 96 I ; if no insurance i 

*t tfc* off** of the S*JI*r or S«llor • A**iQn«*, with iriteretl thereon o'ler rnaturty a»' 

Mm flightt toqol rot* «t which part tot rr«y contra together w.th a ca»un.ih!e . c»l 1 

tOCtiOO f*0 i* *V**t of default. OP in lieu of interest alter malunt r Bu/«r agree* to OFFICIAL FEES 


(Description of Trade In it any) . 

UNPAID CASH BALANCE . . *A 

INSURANCE TO BE PROCURED BY U BUYER □ SEILER 
If no insurance premium shown, no coverage trill be procured ♦- 


P*y MCh d*li*Qv**cy charge* «* ere permitted by law. and i< the teivnet ot 
MHMt km onjtioyod for tbo enl or cement of any of the obligation) ot Buyer 
JW» Of S*flor, Dy Mft or oth*rwi«*. Buyer agree* to pay rea tenable attorney * l 


( of thi* contractor* *et forth on the reverse tide hereof 
V referred to end by thi* reference mi orpor ited herein <u| 


fhoogb Mi fort h ab ove. The Bwyorfl) ttate* that there n, or it to be. no other TIME PRICE DIFFERENTIAL 
— ..credit from any OOwrc* in contraction With the purchave ot Iho above 
MMCriaart arficl* or art iclt*. Executed in triplicate one copy of whrch wm delivered TIME BALANCE (ITEM F { G) 


’ I", (DESCRIBE) 

I.m UNPAID BAIANCE (ITEM C I D I E) U (P»4W«UUl 

of f»er TIME PRICE DIFFERENTIAL * 32,112*166 

e ' cd TIMF BALANCE (ITEM FIG) ^212*522*165 


to nod rotabMd by 6uy*r, thi* 


-<i., .1. uov amKR i960. 


ORIGINAL TO PACIFIC FINANCE 






The Attorney General 


May 14, 19G2 


Director, FBI 


BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 
ANTITRUST - ELECTION LAWS 


* > Information has been received in the captioned case ? a 
that the Commercial Solvents Corporation, New York, Hew York, 1 & 
one of_ the United States’ biggest manuf acturers of anhydrous^ g — 
amonia, was the principal source of the ammonia for Billie So3§ g 
Estes* Estes was selling the fertilizer to Texas farmers at ■ ^ —o 
cut-rate prices and drove rival dealers out of business* o 

There is an indication that virtually all of the 
independent distributors and dealers in anhydrous ammonia in 
the High Plains area of Texas were driven out of business 
and/or sold out their business to Estes or some other major 
ammonia producing company which could absorb the losses 
necessary to meet the prices at which Estes sold ammonia. 




>- 

•XT 


Information has also come to our attention«#hicJ£* 
indicates thft Estes once exhibited a card which purjjcr teu£ to £ 
ow tHat he^was a $100,000 sustaining member of th^&Natrbna3u 
cm Dimccratfc Party.” It has also been indicated that^^xl^jm Eugene 
c» Morris/ wlio Ws then employed by the Department of ^griej^ture, 
Ijuggested! to tastes in September, 1961, that Estes Inward t«>; r 
rrisfwo checks payable to the Treasurer, Democratic National 
ommittee. Quo check, in the amount of $220, was $o reimburse 
ongrefihsman lj^*lan Hagen for the cost of reprinting 25*000 £ 
opies of a speech to be mailed under Congressman Hagen's 
rank. The speech was entitled "Promoting and Protecting the 
American Way of Life in Agriculture,” and it had been prepared \ 


!/ 


■hi 


Tolson 
Belmont 
Mohr JL 


by Dr. ; James T* Ralph, Morris* superior 
Agriculture. ^ ^ 

]' t h ; > The -othejiSchcck was to L© is 

Congressman Ed Edmondson, who allegedly was in financial 
difficulties as a result of campaign expenses , -Rieswds* wife™" 
• — 7 — was an employee of Congressman Edmondson. f / 


_ **rtment of 
the a~. c. 4®W$J50-fbr 
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SHE mm ROSEN TO BJLKOET, AB0V.J CAPTION, 
5/14/62 , TwC : 1 j g/cag . 
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The Attorney General 


Estes allegedly forwarded the checks to Morris, 
who resides in MeLoan, Virginia, with the understanding that 
Morris would present the checks to the Democratic National 
Committee, The Democratic National Committee would then 
issue checks in like amounts for the two Congressmen, 

The information which we have received indicates 
that Morris may have subsequently returned the checks to 
Estes and requested that Estes make new checks payable directly 
to the Congressmen* 

la accordance with our established procedure, this 
Bureau is conducting no investigation relative to any possible 
Antitrust or Election Daw violations in the absence of a 
specific request from the Department of Justice; however, 
it was thought that you might want the above information 
brought to your attention. 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General 

1 - Mr, Burke Marshall 

Assistant Attorney General 

1 * Mr. Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Eee Loovinger 

Assistant Attorney General 
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Q/14/G2 


Airtel 


To: SAC, Washington Field 

Front Director, FBI // V 

Subject: BILLIE SOITESTES 

ITSP - BRIBERY 


IteEureau phone call Spa* 

With reference to the interview conducted with Ralph 
at the WFO on May 14, 1962, this is to set out the following 
instruction* 

Any statement by Ralph as to the purpose of his calls 
on the Estes account should bo immediately resolved by sotting 
out appropriate leads and instructing the interested offices to 
sutel reply immediately* 


1 - Malley 
1 - Welte 
TWC/jms 
( 6 ) 


Tolson 

Belmont — 

' Mohr 

Callahan - 

Conrad 

DeLoach — 

Evans 

Malone — 

iRosen 

Sullivan _ 
Tavel 


Trotter 

Tele. Room - 

?lfolmeo 

£ C$andy 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


« 

JME] 

Memorandum 


# 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


V n Belmont . 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. Belmu 


A. Rose; 




subject: 



date: May'll, 1962 



Trotter 

Tele. Room . 
Holmes — 
Gandy . 


BILLIE SOL^STES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 



*4 

o 

"■i 

i* * 


•’1 ) 


4 - f 

SAC Crosby, El Paso, in discussion today, advised that*<it would be 
possible for them to check the business telephone of Estes at Pecies., Texas, 
in an effort to find the tel ephone calls orig inally sought by the Department. %/. 

The original request fron j was to check all incoming and outgoing" 

long-distance telephone calls made or charged to Estes’lhome telephone. This 
was done without our locating any pertinent telephone calls in which the Depart- 
ment had an interest. 

SAC Crosby has just advised that a check of the telephone calls of 
the Estes enterprises business telephone in Pecos, Texas, has revealed four 
[telephone calls which were believed to be of interest. Four calls, all of which 
were charged to Estes’ business account based on credit card number 445-4917- 
K221, originated at McLean, Virginia. 

On 2/17/62, a call was made at McLean, Virginia, charged by means 
of the above credit card to Estes in Pecos, Texas. This call was made to Estes’ 
home phonej'however, it was charged to the business telephone. * N 


"b6 

b7C 


' On 2/18/62, a call was made on the basis of the, same credit card. 


no name given, f rom McLean 
telephone number 


Virginia, tq 


Montan a, 


b6 

b7C 


On 2/18/ 62, a telephone call was charged to Estes’ business account 
by means of the same credit card — 3fhe call w as made bv p r. Ralph, McLean, 
Virginia, ton 


California 




On 2/18/62, a call was charged to eI^s’ pusiness acCountid^^'feaSt^ 
lot, the same credit card — The call , was made from Dr. Ralph, McLean. Vir ginia 


California, telephone number - 


Jf Of, i 

bove-information was telephonicallv furnis hed to First Assisi 


Tlle'al 

to Assistant Attorney General Miller, 
in writing. ’ ’ 

§8 MAY 18 196 k „ T 

1 - Mr. Evans 1 - Mr. DeLoac 

WBWdge^ 1 - Mr. Mohr 

(9) 




and this will be confirmed 136 

b7C 
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1/14/42 


CODE 


RADIOGRAM 


Y 


TO 

FROM 


SACS ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

<1 


-5* 


billie sol Estes, itsp dash bribery. 

THIS CASE IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE AT THE BUREAU. ANY 
OFFICE RECEIVING ANY INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS 

L* 

4» ESTES OR OFFICIALS OF HIS ENTERPRISES OR GOVERNMENTAL 


OFFICIALS OR ANYTHING OF P1RTIN1NCB TO THIS INVEST JGAf I 
SHOULD ADVISE THE BUREAU IMMEDIATELY BY TELETYPE. THIS 
INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE FULLY EXPLORED AND DAILY TELETYPES 
SUBMITTED AT THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS EACH MY REFLECTING 
INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED DURING THAT DAY. 


J 


L 


VIA TELETYPE THRU WASHINGTON 5-1 1^-62 
JACKSONVILLE' AND PHILADELPHIA 
VIA TELETYPE THRU S»Al4 DIEGO 


cvi £ k~ej LW ^ el paso 5-1 k- 6 x 


NOTE: 






-^4 


""5 flrWMF C0STACI 


WITH 


Tolson _ 
Belmont . 
Mohr . 
Callahan . 
Conrad 



FEDERAL DUKr.Au Of iTwtjftCmSjug 

1 'SHHte commuS^Tsectow 
MAY1 41962}" 



(via Radiogram V 

MA^>1962 



'BZMAYTff 


TELETYPE UNIT 



M6i4 


2 — 3 S' 


NR. . 

ENC 

CK 

APPROVED BY. 

TYPED BY 
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URGENT 5-14-62 10-46 PM RAM 

TO SACS' ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

THIS CASE IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE AT THE BUREAU. ANY OFFICE 
RECEIVING ANY INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OF ESTES 
OR OFFICIALS OF HIS ENTERPRISES OR GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS OR ANY- 
THING OF PERTINENCE TO THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD ADVISE THE BUREAU 
IMMEDIATELY BY TELETYPE. THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE FULLY EXPLORED 
AND DAILY TELETYPES SUBMITTED AT THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS EACH DAY 
REFLECTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED DURING THAT DAY. 

END L ACCK PLS 

X 

PH OK FBI PH ERA 


TU DISC 


4 

A 



J 



federal bureau of investigation 

u. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY 141962 




URGENT 5-14-62 9-57 PM RAM 

TO SACS ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ITSP DASH BRIBERY. 

THIS CASE IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE AT THE BUREAU. ANY OFFICE 
RECEIVING ANY INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIONS OF ESTES 
OR OFFICIALS OF HIS ENTERPRISES OR GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS OR ANY- 
THING OF PERTINENCE TO THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD ADVISE THE BUREAU 
IMMEDIATELY BY TELETYPE. THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE FULLY EXPLORED 
AND DAILY TELETYPES SUBMITTED AT THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS EACH DAY 
REFLECTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED DURING THAT DAY. 

END & ACCK PLS 
JH OK FBI d / JEJ 


UTU JEJ DISC 


I 


2:12 PH May 11, 1962 - 

MEMORANDUM FOE MH. TOLSON 

MK. BELMONT 
mt. ROSEN 

ME. EVANS I 

m. m loach jj > I 

While talking to Senator John L. McClellan on another matter when I 
returned his earlier call, the Senator stated he would like toTaquire about 
something else, that they are now investigating the Billi e B oris ste s matter and 
the Attorney General had called him, McClellan, yesterday android him the 
Department wanted him to have everything that it had and lor the Senator to | 

work with Assistant Attorney General Miller. The Senator inquired of me if 
there was anything in our tiles that we would have to withhold from the Committee. ■ 

1 stated off hand 1 would say there is nothing; however, there has been a question ;x 
raised in Texas as we went to the receiver who has been designated to operate 
Estes* holdings and asked him lor certain records and things and lie was reluctant 
to make them available unless it were cleared as to whether it would prejudice \ 
any action he was proposing to take himself. I stated we took this up with the 
United States Attorney in Texas, who has referred it to Assistant Attorney 
General Miller here at the Department lor decision. I stated it is a very 
technical question. 


1 continued that we have not been able to analyze ail of these records 
as we did not take possession of them; that there have been a lot of names thrown 
around and it does require that we go into it thoroughly. I stated that 1 would think 
off hand, until the Department makes a ruling on this legal point which was raised, 
the thing for him, the delator, to do is to talk with Miller and I would think he 
would share my view. I stated 1 felt as the Attorney General has told him that 
we ought to exchange information and work together as we did on the racketeering 
hearings and any material we have be made available to him. I stated we have 


made copies of things in these places 


case and the 


receiver is interested in any money which te&tes may have tried! to shift from 
>„ one bank to another. 1 staled the banks feel^&y should be protected by subpoendi 
Jnl ~ but we usually try to induce the banks to lei us s8fe%J&%ey have and then if ^ 
h ; n -ther e is something to be used in court, we ejubpoena when 

■<* the time comes to use it, but; my reaction W Qvfi®-b& that the materi al certainly ought 
« — to b e as readily available to the delator as we, are hoping it is g^ing L 

, _ available to us by the banks and receiver "in Texas. ftjrQ. ^YYY «X* 

•jjflAMY i m 15 ,962 

futmvi a MM Inn riMchMmnn _ _ 


H REVWO^FO 

add. omkimim. 




MAY 15 1962 


UNRECORDED copy FOJ& St 



m if 11, 1963 

veaiorandum lor Messrs. Tolson, Balmont, Eosen, Evans, DeEoach 

I stated, of course, within the Department of Agriculture there have 
been all e gat io ns of gifts and a few dismissals, but for his confidential information, 
unfortunately, In one of these cases at Agriculture in a hearing accorded a man 
under hie veteran’s rights, there was no transcript made, just notes taken, which 
is very bad in any legal proceeding. The Senator inquired if this was Morris 
and I stated it was (William S. Morris). The Senator stated he had talked to 
Morris he pretty well came clean with him. I stated in regard to all to whom 
we have talked there has been no hesitancy on their part in talking and there was 
one fellow we talked to, who was fired, who said there were records in Agriculture 
which would substantiate his statements and we have asked the Secretary lor those 
recor ds and I assume they will be supplied* 1 stated the record* were locked up 
after the firing of this man and his secretary was sent to the mental hospital 
as insane and then the other day she was declared sane and we are now looking 
into that to see if any high-handed tactics were used. I stated you have in this 
picture some malcontents who are free with making charges but cannot sub- 
stantiate them. 1 stated we are trying to proceed cautiously and with as much 
speed as caution will allow. The Senator remarked that he was not going to be 
stampeded. I stated we have taken the position of making no comment. I stated 
the thing I am trying to do is to dig in and get essential facts and see whether it 
is bad administration in Agriculture that has to be corrected internally or whether 
there are violations of law for the Department of Justice to determine whether 
topresent to a grand jury. The Senator stated he appreciates my cooperation and 
he wants to hold it in control as much as possible until they get in a position 
to actually hold hearings and get the facts. 

1 stated there were a lot of political fireworks in the case, but one 
does not get evidence that way and the thing we are interested in is seeing if 
we can get pay dirt and not indulge in smears. I stated anything we have he. 
the Senator, can certainly have. 


Very truly yours, 

X E. I !. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


SENT FROM D. 0. 
TIME 

SPATE 2lllZ^£zikS. 

/ 

BY ^ 1 / 


1 - Miss itolmes 


— 2 — 
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Mr. Tolson.. 


URGE^r^5-S-62 2-43 PM CST EEA 

io DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ -ATTN.- GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE Dj 
AND SAC, EL PASO /29-351/ 



Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. (Mb 1 an 

Mr. Conrid 

Mr^ r 

Mjj?Evano 
Afm. Mrbne. 

Mr. Snllivatu 
Mr, Tavel 


Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room— 


Miss Holmes 
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FROM SAC, DALLAS / 5 8-188/ 1-P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA., ETAL., BRIBERY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST., 

PE SAN ANTONIO TEL, MAY SEVEN LAST, AND BUTEL TODAY RE EXTENSIVE 
CHECK OF BANK ACCOUNTS OF ESTES OVER THREE YEAR PERIOD DESIRED 
BY DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE. 

DALLAS FILES INDICATE BANKS MENTIONED IN SAN ANTONIO TEL ARE 
BUT A FEW OF MANY ACCOUNTS OF ESTES UNDER NAMES OF VARIOUS ENTER- 
PRISES AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS. CHECK OF MICROFILM BANK RECORDS WOULD 
UNQUESTIONABLY ENTAIL CONSIDERABLE EXPENDITURE OF PERSONNEL AND 
TIME AND WOULD REQUIRE EXAMINATION OF MICROFILM RECORDS RE NUMEROUS 
CHECKS OF NO PERTINENCE TO MATTERS IN ISSUE. SUGGEST MORE FEASIBLE 
EL PASO OFFICE CHECK BOOKS AND RECORDS TURNED OVER TO RECEIVER 
FOR ESTES AFFAIRS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO CASH DISBURSEMENT 
LEDGERS AND CANCELLED CHECKS WHICH SHOULD DISCLOSE INFO DEPARTMENT 
DESIRES AT CONSIDERABLY LESS EXPENDITURE AND ENABLE MEETING OF BUDED. 


IU 

i 

l 

V 


f) 


UACB, DALLAS DEFERRING ASSIGNMENT OF BANK RECORD CHECKS PENDING BU 

/m 


ADVICE TO EL PASO AND DALLAS. 

ESTES MAY HAVE SUIC IDAL TENDENC IES. 
E DJiCK IN ORD 



WA 4-50 


iSmgA NH 
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EP OK FBI EP JRH 
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0PT16NAL FOtiM n6. jo 

5010-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 




subtect: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

SAC, WFO (87-8242) (P) 

BILLIE SOL^STES, aka; et al 
ITSP; BRIBERY; COI 
(00: DL) 


date: 


5/15/62 


Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of Agriculture 
Handbook . No. 192 ^ which was made available by JOHN BAGWELL,' 
General Counsel, USDA. 


This book is captioned, "Compilation of Statutes 
Relating to Soil . Conservation .^Marketing Quotas and Allotments, 
Soil Bank,! Commodity .Credit Corporation, Price. Support, Export 
and_Surplus_Removal,_Crop Insurance, Sugar Payments and Quotas, 
Marketing Agreements and_ Orders,. . School Lunch, aud Related 
Statutes, as of January 1, 1961." 

The Bureau may desire this book as reference materia 
in connection with captioned matter. 

* 2^-Bureaui (E 
2 -WFO J p 

FWA:M™*^ 

(4) 


A 



IS 



jmcLo. 


"• *-* ^ttmues 


50 MAY 17 1962 



. f '* t 




bureau of investigation 

u. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAY X 5 1962 

TELETYPE /' 


S Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad..., 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans S 

\ Mr. Malon ffcMLg 
\ Mr. Rosen fty 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

J Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


3RGENT 


5-15-62 2-53 


PM EDST 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM SAC, BUFFALO /58-90/ IP 




BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL, BRIBERY - COI 

RE WASHINGTON FIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY ELEVEN LAST AND 
RICHMOND TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY FIFTEEN LAST. 


NO RECORD 01 


OR ANYONE HAVING SURNAME OF 


LOCATED AT 




NEW YORK. 


THE FOLLOWING SOURCES WERE CONTACTED AND CONTAINED NO REFERENCE 
viY NEW YORK TELEPHONE COMPANY, SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK 


TO ANY 


POLICE DEPARTMENT, CITY DIRECTORY OF SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK, NINETEEN 
SIXTY-ONE, VILLAGE CLERK-S OFFICE AND TOWN CLERK-S OFFICE, SENECA 
FALLS, NEW YORK, CREDIT BUREAU OF GENEVA, NEW YORK. REPORT FOLLOWING. 


END AND ACK PLS 
2-56 PMOK FBI WA RAM 


TU DISC 


50MAYl7igg| 


REG- 31 ^.'9- -j- 7 76'-/ 


EX. - 132 


22 MAY 16 1962 


fljO COPIES WO. 




Date: 


Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 

Via 


PLAIN TEXT 


: 5/15/62 


(Type in plain text or code ) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 






TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (29-28704) 

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

SAC, DALLAS ( 58 -I 88 ) (P) 

& 

ECT: BILLIE SOL ESTES, aka., 

ET AL 

BRIBERY, COI 

00: DALLAS 

Re Dallas teletype 5/10/62. 

USDA representative on 5/14/62, advised recheck of 
records over weekend resulted in finding of two ■ additional 
payments to Commercial Solvents, New York City, as assignee of 
United Elevators (ESTES), totaling $297,773.39. These additional 
payments reduce discrepancy between USDA figures and those 
furnished to New York Agents by Commercial Solvents, to 
$10,100.56. USDA representative is furnishing USDA, Washington 
revised figures, with copy of newIBM tabulations to Dallas 
office; considers recheck was thorough, but will advise if any 
additional payments located to eliminate discrepancy. 


ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


& 


^ Bureau 
2 - New Orleans ( 58 - 169 ) 
2 - WO (87-8242) 

2 - El Paso (29-351) 

2 - Dallas 
MCC/cJr , . 

( 11 ) luhtcf. 


LYNUM 

EX. - 13? 


a?- 

,6 KAY 16 1962 




\f1 


t H 




t 



IHTT 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M Per 



• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE J 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION / 

MAY H 1962 c Ip 

teletype 


r 


URGOTT 5-14-62 
TO'IttRECTOR, FBI 


5-27 PM MST RAR 



Mr, Tolson 

Mr. Belmont.™ 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Callahan .. 
Mr. Conrad , 
MjrrSPeLoach 
Jvans,.. 
MkJwCalonc , 

Mr. X^avel .. 

Mr. Trotter... 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holme3«« — 
Miss Gandy - 




^ 'U^ x 

/MS* 

A ///?, 


'FROM SAC, EL PASO /5S-59/ P 

BILLIE SOLUTES, AKA., ET. AL., BRIBERY - CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

DAILY SUMMARY. 

TELETYPE, AIRTEL, AND LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM FOR DISSEMINATION ^ 
HAVE GONE FORWARD ON THE DEATH OF GEORGE KRUTILEK. AT THE TIME OF THE 
DEATH, CLOSE LIAISON WAS MAINTAINED WITH THE SO AND CORONER FOR ANY 
INDICATION OF FOUL PLAY. NO INDICATION WHATEVER DEVELOPED AT THE 
TIME OR IN RETRACING OUR STEPS NOW THAT ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN DEATH 
OF MARSHALL AND KRUTILEK OR BETWEEN DEATH AND ESTES SO FAR AS KRUTILEK 
IS CONCERNED. CORONER FOUND ON THE BASIS PRIMARILY OF THE AUTOPSY 
REPORT THAT Dfiflfltf’wAS FROM A HEART ATTACK WHILE ATTEMPTING TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE. 




ESTES ENTERPRISES! 


AT PECOS, BEING INTERVIEWED FOR ADDITIONAL NAMES 



b6 

b7C 


OF ESTES COMPANIES. RECEIVER HIMSELF WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL 


MAY FIFTEEN NEXT AT THE EARLIEST FO| F( FU^THER INTERVIEW.^ 



w u 

ESTES, WILL ALS 0— BE- INTER VB 



WASHINGTON PROJECT. ’ 22 MAY 18 1962- 

TELETYPE WENT FORWARD TODAY SETTING OUT”THAT ACCORDING TO 


THE WASHINGTON PROJECT WAS A HOUSING PROJECT AT SPOKANE, 








PAGE TWO 

WASHINGTON, IN WHICH ESTES HAD AN INTEREST AND WHICH ACCOUNT IN 
THE ESTES ENTERPRISES STILL CARRIES A CREDIT OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS* 
CHECKS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY BY THE BUREAU APPARENTLY HAVE NOTHING 
TO DO WITH THIS WASHINGTON HOUSING PROJECT* 

INQUIRIES CONCERNING ESTES TELEPHONES, CALLS MADE TO THEM, FROM 
THEM, OR CHARGES MADE ON ESTES CREDIT CARD COMPLETED* THIS COVERS 
ALL ESTES PHONES FROM THE PERIOD JANUARY ONE, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, TO 
DATE. 

INVESTIGATION RE ESTES BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER THIRTYONE, NINETEEN 
SIXTY, FILED WITH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE* NO PROGRESS MADE. 

LANGUAGE USED IN FILING THIS FINANCIAL STATEMENT IS CERTAINLY 
EQUIVOCAL* NO INQUIRY ABOUT ANY OF THE ITEMS IN IT CAN BE MADE UNTIL 
LEGAL QUESTIONS PENDING WITH THE DEPARTMENT ON LEGALITY OF SEARCH OF 
MATERIALS IN POSSESSION OF RECEIVED UNDER CHAPTER ELEVEN ARRANGEMENT 
FOR UNSCHEDULED DEBTS ANSWERED* 

JACKSON AND ROGERS WHO PREPARED STATEMENT 

IS IN LUBBOCK* 

DALLAS ADVISED AIR MAIL. 

ESTES MAY HAVE - SUICIDAL ‘TENDENCIES • 

END AND ACK PLS 

8-37 PM OK FBI WA RAM HOLD FOR ONE 


be 

hlC 



1 






u s oLHAimm of jusur? 

TELETyftt 



Mr. Tolsoiu 


Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr. 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans 

| Mr. Malon§ 

* Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. TaveL 

Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 


URGENT 

TO 


5- 15-62 


TM 




ivan 


11-21AMCST 

DIRECTOR, FBI, ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 
DIVISION / 29- 2870 4/ 

FROM SAC*- NEW ORLEANS / 58- 169/ 1 P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, AKA., ETAL, BRIBERY, COI. 00 DALLAS. 

RE DALLAS TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY TEN LAST. 

FILES OF ASCS, NEW ORLEANS, REVIEWED TODAY. NO RECORD 
FOUND OF ASSIGNMENT OF PAYMENTS FOR COTTON STORAGE BY ESTES 
TO COMMERCIAL SOLVENTS CORP. REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. 

DALLAS AND EL PASO ADVISED AIRMAIL. 


Miss Holmes. 


Miss Gandy_ 


END. 

ACK PLS 

1-24 PM OK FBIW WA MSL 
M 


REC 


i- 5 T 74 



a * 132 


An ,«(' *■ , ... , 

-to 1. \, t f 


KAM&V1 -719S2 


40V 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF fNVESfRNHMl 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE jf 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION / (/1 

MAY U 1962 IJlpl!^ 

TELETYPE 


4 





Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Mohr- 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. [Evans 

Mr. [Malone. 

IOS QTL-l 


Hr. Sulliva: 

| Mr. Tavel 
| Mr. Trotter, 

Tele. Room 

| Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy : 



URGp<fT 5-14-62 4-54 PM MST RAR 

yv DIRECTOR, FBI /29-28704/ 

/ FROM SAC, EL PASO /29-351/ 2P 

BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL, ITSP - BRIBERY. 

REBUTEL TO DALLAS, SAN ANTONIO, EL PASO,' AND WFO DATED 
AIRTEL BEING FORWARDED WITH LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM 
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IN REFERENCED TEL. 



Jilt 

MAY ELEVEN LAST. 
ATTACHED RE 







PAGE TWO 

REGARDING EVIDENCE NOW AVAILABLE, EL PASO SHERIFFS OFFICE HAS 
PLASTIC HOSE USED AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF DEATH CAR WITH BODY IN IT. 

INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER CONDUCTED BY EL PASO COUNTY S.O. 
BODY OF KRUTILEK, ACCORDING TO AUTOPSY REPORT, IN A VERY ADVANCED' 
STATE OF DECOMPOSITION. EL PASO S.O. INVESTIGATIVE REPORT AND 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES REVIEWED BY NO ADDITIONAL PERTINENT INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE. 

KRUTILEK BURIED APRIL SEVEN LAST AT MT. CARMEL CEMETERY, EL 
PASO. OFFICIATING MORTUARY WAS RASTER MAXON. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA 7-42 PM OK FBI WA RAM 

TU DISC PLS 


i .. 


$ 


/ 


V 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE [i 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION L, 
MAY 14 1962 

DtEtEEYPE 




URGENT 5-14-62 7-02PM EST JFB 

/ 

TO/tflRECTOR /29-28704/ AND Sfl 
FIELD /8 7-8242/ 

FROM SAC RICHMOND /58-185/ IP 
BILLIE SOLESTES, ET AL., 

BRIBERY. COI. 00 - DALLAS. 

re"richmond tel five twelve last and Dallas airtels to bureau 

FIVE ELEVEN, SIXTYTWO. 

POST OFFICE, MC 'LEAN, VA., DOES NOT MAINTAIN ANY RECORDS ON 
PARCEL POST DELIVERIES OTHER WAN INSURED DELIVERIES. RICHMOND IN 
PROCESS OF CHECKING ALL INSURED PARCEL POST DELIVERIES TO FIVE NINE 
TOO TWO SEA CLIFF ROAD, MC LEAN, DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 

NINETEEN SIXTY ONE. 

CHECK OF TOLL CALLS CHARGED TO AND MADE FROM TELEPHONE OF • 
JAMES T. RALPH AND WILLIAM E. MORRIS, MC LEAN, VA., AND EMORY E. 
JACOBS "ARLINGTON, VA. RECORDED AT ACCOUNTING 'OFFICE, C A P TEIE- 

PHONE CO., RICHMOND, 

' ' , ESTES REPORTED TO HAVE ( SUI|I®i6}^%SSDCTClis. — P _ ' 

END ACK IN 0 PLS ytLCt - ' ’’ ~ “ 

BA VIA 0// VK ^ 

BL OK FBI DL TEVI 


, 7 MAY 16 1962 


TU DISCV 


TWO COPIES 5WFG 



/ 






' COMMUNICATIONS * j 

MAY 14 1962 ^ 

URGENT 5-1-4-62 s»T^.Ef'iY'fgET GLH 
,/ TO DIRECTOR, FBI, SAC, DALLAS /58-1SS/ 

/'//FROM SAC, KANSAS CITY /58-19V 

/ 

BILLIE SOITESTES, ET AL, BRIBERY - COIB. 
RE BURAD MAY FOURTEEN LAST. 





M v . Tolson 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Caha^an — 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach . — - 
i MtfK Evans — - 
Mpr MaWnS — 

Mr. Sullivaft 

Mr. tf&veL. — ~ 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room ^ 

Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy ^ 


RE BURAD MAY FOURTEEN LAST. 

LT. | KANSAS HIGHWAY PATROL, WICHITA, / 

KANSAS, ''ADVISED IN CONNECTION WITH IVESTIGATION BEING /J, 
CONDUCTED BY TEXAS STATE OFFICIALS RE ESTES, HE RECEIVED 
WRITTEN INQUIRY FROM DEPT. OF PUBLIC SAFETY, AUSTIN, TEXAS, 
ASKING FOR IDENTIFYING INFORMATION AND BACKGROUND ON RM, H. 



GARVEY /DECEASED/ 
WICHITA, KS. 


HAD NO IDEA WHY SUCH REQUEST WOULD BE 


MADE OF HIS ORGANIZATION BUT ADVISED HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO 


OBTAIN REQUESTED DATA AS 



S WELL KNOWN IN 


WICHITA. ' AS KC UNAWARE OF INQUIRIES CONDUCTED WITH TEXAS 
STATE OFFICIALS RE THIS CASE DALLAS CONSIDER PROPRIETY OF 
REQUESTING INVESTIGATION AT DPS, AUSTIN, RE ANY POSSIBLE 


CONNECTIONS 



MAY HAVE WITH THIS CASE. REVIEW OF POSTAL 


MONEY ORDERS ISSUED FROM PECOS, TEXAS, CONTINUING AT .KC 


ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 
TO BE ADVISED 


REC- 57.^^ T^v 7 # 


CORR DL TO BE ADVISED 
ID AND ACK PLS 




El * 

Cl*-, 'M- 


i7 MAY 16 Ml 


i‘K«FBI WA BH 


TO TU BH DISC 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

Oklahoma City 

TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


llO.Pall aS'l'- -j . 



BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 


DATE 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


5/14/62 

5/9-11/62 

REPORT MADE BY 



TYPED BY 

- 

Lhakauek ur IA3E 

lA] 

mwr * 
}- 


BRIBERY; 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


%■ 


REFERENCES : Washington Field Office airtel to Director 5/7/62; 

Washington Field Office teletype to Director and 

SACs, Buffalo, Chicago, Cincinnati, Dallas, El \ 
Paso, Los Angeles, Kansas City, Louisville, > 

Memphis, Miami, Mobile, Oklahoma City, Newark, 
Pittsburgh, Richmond, San Francisco, Springfield, 
and St. Louis, dated my 11, 1962. 

-RUC- 

APMINISTRATIVE ; 

Copies of this report are being designated for 
El Paso in view of the companion case involving ESTES in 
which the El Paso Division is Office of Origin. 



Information from Records of the Liberty National 
Bank and Trust Company, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, . na^p avai lable 




a-SJl LaI. 




ompany. 


n 5/10, 11/62 by_ 
iberty National 


crust 


' I iv 

' J~i 

J*) 

^b6 

'b7C 



U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10 — 70324-1 




00-87-7903 

WILLIAM E. MORRIS, 3806 Basil Road, Me Lean, 
Virginia, Telephone 356-4521 (Formerly EL6-4521) 


As pertains to telephone call of May l4, 1961, 


from c 


lephone to Claremore, Oklahoma, telephone 

number 


review of the Claremore . Oklahoma . teleohnne 

ri-T r»Af>-h 

arv 1 t nrjaJ las the telenhone number for 


Oklahoma. 1 



EMERY E. JACOBS, 1309 North Pierce Street, 
Arlington, Virginia, Telephone # 525-7179 


As pertains to telephone calls from the 
captioned telephone during the period February 4, 1962 , 
through March 28 , 1962 , it is to be noted Oklahoma City 
telephone listed as 528-4533 is JAckson 8-4533# the residence 
telephone of Mr. and Mrs. EMERY E. JACOBS, 1905 N. W. 31st, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma . 


Britton, Oklahoma, li sting 


2 


s actually 



Oklahoma, and considerable surrounding territory 

er IQfil Oklahoma Cl tv telephone dlrep.-hrvrv. la 

_tJ 

listed to | 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma . 


Xiiquox*, 


Oklahoma City telephone! 


□ 




] uaianoma. — uaianoma city umce 
i 960 Oklahoma City Directory lists[ 
lahoma Cold Storage, Inc., Oklahoma City, 


tive for 


Oklahoma . 


as 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


B* 

(COVER PAGE) 






* 

^FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 


• • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



/ 


Copy to: 1 - USA, El Paso, Texas 
1 - USA, Dallas, Texas 


Report oil 

d ota 5/14/62 


(A) 


Field Office File No.: OC-87-7903 


Title: BILLIE SOL ESTES, ET AL 


Office: Oklahoma City 

Bureau File No.: 29~287 04 


b6 

b7C 


Character: BRIBERY,* CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


Synopsis: Regular I |_ 

mal rvhal nerl I 

| No deposit or withdrawal activity noted 

pertinent to this case. ESTES MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 


-RUC- 


Details : 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 








OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 






UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM : 


subject: 


Mr. 



date: May 14, 
Time of call: 


W. B. Wel\e 



BILLIE SOL ESTES 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

1962 Tavel 

Trotter 

1:30 pm Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


A request was received from the Department for an 
investigation into the "Washington Project" in the Estes case. 

San Antonio was telephonically instructed to contact Attorney 
General Wilson of the state of Texas who appears to have in his 
possession the records concerning this phase of Estes’s activity. 

The El Paso Office was contacted and instructed to 
coordinate an investigation of the "Washington Project" with 
the San Antonio Office. It was pointed out to El Paso that 
copies of three checks totaling $145,015.14 had been described 
by Wilson as involved in this project. El Paso Office instructed 
to immediately contact the First National Bank of Pecos and run 
this matter out. 

Both Offices were instructed to submit tettypes reflecting 
the results of their investigation. 







EX. 137 


2.9y~/6<y — 



22 MAY 16 196? 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


i 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. Mohr 


date: May 14, 1962 


/ DeL 

jSZ 

V Tnvi 


'Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 


subject: 


C. D. DeLoach 

V 

BILLIE SOL ESTES 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 

STOLEN PROPERTY - BRIBERY 


'Malone 

Rosen k! 

-Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 7 




WalterVenkins of the Vice Presiden?Toffice called me at 6:45 p.m. , 
5-11-62. He made reference to the allegations in captioned case which indicated that 
Billie Sol Estes had given the V ice Pres ident an airplane and that the Vice President's 
wife, Lady Bird/Johnson, had financially bailed a bankrupt company out of trouble. I 

' J //-A / ^ ' ^ J \x 

* C— -Jenkins told me he knew the FBI had not "leaked' ' any information to the \j 

press in connection with the two mentioned allegations; however, the Vice President had | 
noted within the past two days newspaper articles with respect to these particular | 

allegations. Jenkins stated the Vice President had instructed him to call me to ascertain 
if we might have any idea where these "leaks" were coming from, o : I 

m — 

n- 

I I told Jenkins that the FBI had certainly given no information to the press 

I in connection with this case*- I mentioned that we had received numerous inquiries but that 
the Director had specifically instructed that a "no comment" policy be * maintained and that 
we had religiously adhered to such instructions. It was pointed out to Jenkins that he 
undoubtedly knew that the Texas Attorney General’s office was investigating this case v | 
as well as certain groups on the Hill, particularly the McClellan Committee. I also j 
told Jehkins that we, of course, had not sent out facts in this matter to anyone with the / 
exception of the Department of Justice . It was pointed out that he might make inquiry ( 
with the Department if he so desired. 

Jenkins told me that the Vice President suspected that the State 7 Attorne y 
\ G eneral i n Te xas was probably leaking considerable information. I mentioned this was, 
of course, a possibility; however, I knew of no assistance we could be in connection with 
the party or parties who had "leaked" this information. 


ACTION: 


1 - Mr. Jones 
CDD:geg 

(3) 


, • . . REC- 34. 

For reior^pUrpo^, > 09.-^776^- 

• - /'M- 

W" ‘ : S2 “ Y16,9K 


ce Mr, -pou - son 


